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Murray Leads Five Brits
into Second Round at
Wimbledon
JUNE 26, 2012 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

It was a momentous day for Britons at Wimbledon on Tuesday, as Andy
Murray found himself in the rare position of having four other Brits alongside him
for the second round.
A very business-like Murray perhaps silenced some of his detractors since the end of
his clay campaign and early exits at both Queens Club and the exhibition event at
The Boodles.
He dominated his match against Nikolay Davydenko, 6-1, 6-1, 6-4.
Murray said: “I played well.
“Once I got ahead of him, I wanted to make sure I didn’t let him back in.”
Although it has been a while since Davydenko has been in his ATP World Tour Final
winning form of 2009, Murray was quick to acknowledge that this match-up might
not be a walk in Wimbledonâ€™s Aorangi Park.
“He’s very, very dangerous.
“He’s a very good returner as well.
“I needed to stay concentrated on my serve, and I did it well.”
There had been some speculation as to the success of his coaching relationship with
eight-time Slam Champion Ivan Lendl, after his quarter-final exit from the French
Open, and first round exits at Queen’s Club and The Boodles exhibition event.
Murray said: â€œ

I never saw him play when I was a kid.Â I’ve only seen him play since I got older.
â€œHe was obviously a great player, very ruthless, one of the best players that ever
played.
â€œI’m glad to have him working with me.â€•
In the past Murray has been drawn on his view on the success of his compatriots,
especially if they crash out in the first round.
But in this Olympic year, he is joined in the second round currently by James
Ward, Elena Baltacha,Anne Keothavong and Heather Watson who booked her
place in the Centre Court dusk on Monday night.
â€œAnytime the Brits do well in slams it’s good for British tennis.
â€œIt’s been a good tournament so far, and hopefully it continues.â€•
For Baltacha, it was a gritty match, winning 4-6, 6-4, 6-0 with Karin Knapp getting
the better of her in the first set.
A bad slip saw Knapp injure herself at the start of the second start, allowing
Baltacha back in.
Baltacha said: â€œI played well and I fought, and I was very, very delighted to have
won that and to come through that being a set down.
British Fed Cup Captain Judy Murray gave her the Olympic news at the end of the
match, and emotions were flowing freely for the both of them.
â€œI was very, very emotional at the end, especially with Judy.Â She told me that I
got the wildcard for the Olympics.â€•
â€œI’m glad no one told me before, to be honest, because I would have been all
over the place.
â€œBut, yeah, it was just amazing news.Â I think that’s why we both just started
crying our eyes out.â€•
It looked initially like Laura Robson would be starting the British-second-round-roll
taking the first set from an injury-troubled Francesca Schiavone who had to take an
extended medical time out.

She took the 2010 French Open champion to three sets, losing 6-3, 4-6, 4-6.
Robson said: â€œI’m really disappointed actually.
â€œI thought I was in control of it, and then just made a few mistakes and let her
get back into the match.
â€œShe’s a Grand Slam champion.Â She took advantage of that completely.â€•
James Ward came through a tough five-setter staying positive despite being a break
down in the fifth set, beating Pablo Andujar 4-6, 6-0, 3-6, 6-3, 6-3.
Ward said: â€œI always knew if I kept to my own serve and I started serving a bit
smarter and towards the end of the match, because he was returning really well off
his backhand, so I mixed it up, bit more body and forehand, and then got a few more
free points.
â€œI knew I had it in the tank, and I knew if I kept carried on going I’d get a few
chances, and in the end it worked out.â€•
However, there was a little disappointment for Ward, as he missed the Olympic cut.
â€œOf course it’s disappointing.
â€œIt would have been great to be playing the home Olympics in London.Â It’s
once in a lifetime really.
â€œAnd being from London and obviously now playing well at Wimbledon, it would
have been great to play again here again in a few weeks’ time.
â€œBut it’s not to be.Â My ranking is not where it is.â€•
Along with Murray, Anne Keothavong won her match on straight sets, beating
Laura Pous-Tio 6-3, 6-3.
She said: â€œThe win today was good.Â I think I made it a little difficult for myself
out there.
â€œBut I felt like I settled into the match well eventually, and I never really felt I was
going to lose the match.â€•

Keothavong found out about her place in the British Olympic team just before
starting play.
â€œJust to have that confirmation, it’s just something I’ve always dreamt about,
you know, something I’ve worked hard towards, and I’m just so proud to say I can be
representing Great Britain at the Olympics this year.â€•
Great Britain will have eight players in the Olympic Tennis tournament.
Wildcards went to Keothavong and Baltacha for the womenâ€™s singles, with
Robson and Watson teaming up in the doubles.
Murray qualifies by right for the menâ€™s singles, and will team up with older
brother Jamie for the doubles, along with the regular tour pairing of Colin Fleming
and Ross Hutchins.
The Mixed Doubles line up is yet to be announced.
Ros Satar is a British Journalist- an IT journalist by day, and a sports journalist in all
the gaps in between. She is the co-founder of Britwatch Sports (britwatchsports.com).
Follow her on twitter at@rfsatar.
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Murray and Serena
Williams Advance
JUNE 28, 2012 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

WIMBLEDON – It seems quite surreal, to relegate a Briton, and a four-time
Wimbledon champion to â€œin other news,â€• but on such a momentous day on
Thursday which produced a major upset ofRafael Nadal, – Andy
Murray and Serena Williams could only be the supporting actors.

Williams looked to be in for an easy ride, taking the first set in just twenty minutes,
against HungarianMelinda Czink, on the way to a 6-1, 6-4 victory.

Despite being able to send balls back with equal pace, the first set slipped away
from Czink quite quickly, but in the second, she seemed to settle into her rhythm,
and certainly did not shy away from matching Williams slug-for-slug from the
baseline.

Where Williams really started to hurt her was in coming to the net.Â Czink did
venture closer from time to time but far too infrequently against someone with
Williamsâ€™ doubles pedigree.

Where Williams seemed nervous and edgy in her first round, she seemed to be
gaining in confidence.

She said: â€œI feel really though good physically.

â€œBut I’m just always wanting to be so perfect that sometimes I want to do too
much.
â€œThat’s something I’m still working on.â€•

The crowd seemed to really appreciate both Czinkâ€™s mental fortitude in the
second set, but also Williams return to serving form, serving 10 aces today.

â€œServingâ€‘wise it was definitely better, more consistent.
â€œSo it’s something to be happy about.â€•

Williams will meet Jie Zheng in the third round.

On the flip side of the coin, the battle between the man who would Â serve from the
height of a tree, and the Briton who carries the hopes of the home crowd.

This was never going to be an easy match-up between the big serving Croatian Ivo
Karlovic, andAndy Murray, who eventually prevailed in four sets: 7-5, 6-7(7), 6-2, 76(7).

Things did not start terribly well, with Murray being broken in the first game, but he
settled the nerves of the watching fans by breaking straight back.

From then on, it was a matter of just trying to get the win, in a game where it was
going to be difficult to get any rhythm.

Murray said: Any match you just want to try to find a way to win.Â It’s not always
about how you play.

â€œYou need to show good patience, mental strength.â€•

Murray did not have it all his own way and when Karlovic won a tightly contested
tiebreak in the second set, it was to Murrayâ€™s credit that he knuckled down and
fought back in the third.

He said: â€œAfter losing that tight second set, to get that break at the beginning of
the third set was important as well.
â€œSo I did a good job.â€•

Karlovic did seem troubled towards the end of the match after being called on a
number of foot-faults, going so far as to criticize the credibility of the tournament.

He said: â€œIt was a little bit outrageous.
â€œIn my whole life, ever since I was eight years old, I didn’t do this many
footâ€‘fault[s]â€•

He continued: â€œI feel cheated.
â€œOn a Grand Slam, Centre Court, I don’t know what to say.â€•

Although to his credit he tried to keep an even head for the rest of the match, even
pausing to make a show of moving his leg back for a lines-judge, to the crowdâ€™s
amusement.

â€œI was focused on the match.
â€œI didn’t want to get too crazy over it because I would lose it.
â€œSo I was trying to be focused.â€•

Karlovic was not sure if he was able to see a review of the alleged foot-faults or take
his issues further.

Murray will face Marcos Baghdatis in the third round.

Ros Satar is a British Journalist- an IT Journalist by day, a Sports journalist part-time
and her match observations can be found at the Chalkdust Chronicles
(chalkdustchronicles.blogspot.com). Follow her on twitter at @rfsatar.
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Kick on for Queen and
Country
JUNE 29, 2012 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

For most years the success (or otherwise) of Britainâ€™s tennis players rises to the
top of peopleâ€™s priority for the last week in June and the first week in July.
Then for the non-tennis following public, the hub-bub simply disappears and
remains perhaps a footnote on the odd national news sports bulletin.
But this year something strange happened.
Perhaps due to the Jubilee, or the forthcoming Olympics, but the news of five
people into the second round was a cause for a decent cream tea and perhaps a
cheeky Pimms.
Even where players fell at the first hurdle, there were hard fought battles with
higher raked opponents being pushed hard, step forward plucky fighters Jamie

Baker and Laura Robson, giving former Slam champions Andy
Roddick and Francesca Schiavone more than just a routine practice.
But Slam progression is just one match at a time, and the second round saw the
numbers dwindle sharply.
Andy Murray needed to harness physical and mental strength to withstand the
bombardment of 130 mph+ missiles from big serving Croat Ivo Karlovic, winning 7-5
6-7(7), 6-2 7-6(7).
In a match where it was unlikely he would gather much rhythm, and was at times
surprised by Karlovicâ€™s nimbleness at the net, Murray prevailed in a fourth set
tiebreak which left many fans fingers gnawed to the bone.
Heather Watson has impressed everyone this year with the apparent ease of her
first two victories, and faces a real test against the world number 3 Agnieszka
Radwanska in the third round.
Yet there still could be a good chance for her, if her self-belief continues.
Maybe the key to her success this year has been a willingness to change her
approach.
After her second round victory against USAâ€™s Jamie Hampton, 6-1, 6-4, she
acknowledged that making some changes was a way to move herself up a level.
Watson said:â€•I’ve been known as kind of a counterâ€‘puncher, good at moving
and reading the game well, and I wanted to get to the next step, improve my game.
â€œI’ve been working with my coach at being more aggressive, coming to the net.
â€œI can volley.Â I love to volley.Â Probably volleyed once today and missed it.
â€œI’ve been working on being more aggressive.Â And especially on the grass, you
have to be.â€•
James Ward had a real chance to push his way past Mardy Fish, and battled through
a tough fifth set decider, before Fishâ€™s experience got the better of him.
After his great run at Queens last year, and already having come through a fivesetter to get to the second round, the crowd on Court 1 stood to give Ward an
ovation at the end of the match.

Ward said â€œIt was nice of Mardy, as well.Â He said the standing ovation was for
me, so go out and enjoy it.Â It was nice.Â I appreciate it.â€•
Elena Baltacha pushed the 2011 Champion Petra Kvitova more in the second set,
but sadly lost 0-6. 4-6.
However, Baltacha remained fairly pragmatic.
â€œI just kind of wish the second set was the first set, and then who knows what
could have happened.Â She played absolutely unbelievable,â€• she said, â€œshe’s
a very classy player.â€•
And of course being awarded an ITF wildcard, Baltacha will return for the Olympics
After years of injuries and an illness that almost put paid to her career, she could be
forgiven for allowing retirement to cross her mind.
â€œI think if I still really enjoy it, if I still believe I’m improving and I still love it, then
I’ll carry on.Â But I’m literally going on a weekâ€‘toâ€‘week basis.Â I don’t put any
pressure on myself.â€•
Anne Keothavong had perhaps more chances against French Open finalist Sara
Errani, but succumbed 4-6, 4-6.
She admitted that she had her chances, and simply didnâ€™t take those
opportunities.
Keothavong said: â€œI’m disappointed with my own performance because I know I
can play better.Â I didn’t challenge her today as much as I would have liked.
â€œTo lose in that fashion, you know, it’s not particularly pleasing.â€•
Like Baltacha, she will be returning to SW19 for the Olympics, also having been
awarded a wildcard.
In between, she is looking ahead to the US swing.
â€œHad I not been on the Olympic team I would have camped out there until the
US Open.Â But I think the gap’s just too long from now until the Olympics.â€•
As with Baltacha, the question of retirement was also put to her.

â€œI have been around for a while, but there are girls older than me who are still
out there winning slams and doing really well.
â€œThat keeps me motivated.Â You know, as long as I’m still enjoying it and as
long as I’m fit and healthy, there are worse ways to make a living.â€•
It is strange to use the words â€œputting Murray asideâ€•, but the real question is
can these players now kick on and achieve more success as we gear up first for the
Olympics, and then the US Open.
Where once cynics would complain about our Brits â€œcrashing outâ€•, there does
appear to be some optimism.
Is there a sense of optimism in 2012 and a stirring of national pride in our tennis
players?
And more importantly, with the US Open still to come in the tennis calendar, is now
the time for the top British players to use this sense of optimism to â€œkick onâ€•
for Queen and country, and perhaps reach their full potential?
Ros Satar is a British Journalist- an IT Journalist by day, a Sports journalist part-time
and her match observations can be found at the Chalkdust Chronicles
(chalkdustchronicles.blogspot.com). Follow her on twitter at @rfsatar.
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Lisicki’s Ray of Sunshine
on Rainy Wimbledon
JULY 2, 2012 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

WIMBLEDON – Other than wash out days on the first two days of the
Championships, the second Monday is probably the worst to be affected by rain.
With all the Round four matches on the schedule, only the women completed both
halves of their draw.
Most Court 1 inhabitants were excited at the prospect of catching Andy
Â Murray here, when he might have reasonably been expected to play under the
protection of the roof, away from the elements.
Sabine Lisicki would change all that defeating 2011 Wimbledon finalist and 2004
Champion Maria Sharapova 6-4, 6-3.
As Sharapova and Lisicki came on court, there was even a feeling of optimism that
things were looking brighter.
Lisicki was placing serves well, hitting the ball back flat, at times driving Sharapova
to her knees to absorb and send it back.

Lisicki said: â€œThat’s my game, to serve well and be aggressive.Â That’s what I
did.Â I think it worked well.â€•
The combination of solid serving, flat hitting with pace just seemed to leave
Sharapova on the back foot.
That is not to say that Sharapova did not have her chances, clawing her way back
from 2-5 down, to bringing things back on serve.
Sharapova said: â€œI had opportunities for it to be 5â€‘All.Â Played a few sloppy
points and she raised her level. â€œ
The first set over, the players were taken off for the first rain break of the day and
strangely Court 1 remained uncovered while others were being protected.
As the second set started, when they came back, Lisicki lost none of her aggression
and drive and just pegged Sharapova back.
Sharapova said: â€œShe came after the rain delay really firing.â€•
Lisicki is an engaging character acknowledging that French Open champions seem
to come unstuck against her.
She sad: â€œI’ve beaten the French Open champion three times here.Â In ’09 I beat
Kuznetsova, last year Na Li, and this year Maria.Â I guess they shouldn’t be in my
part of the draw.â€•
She continued: â€œI think on grass you have to have a good serve.Â It gives you a
great advantage.Â That’s what I have.
â€œI like to be aggressive in general, playing aggressive tennis, so I think that’s why
grass suits me well.
â€œI like to move on it.Â Also the atmosphere here at Wimbledon is just
amazing.Â You know, all the traditions make me feel very comfortable here. â€œ
The crowd, dressed more for attending the Winter Olympics than a summer tennis
tournament, warmed to someone who, on winning, could not make her mind
whether to laugh, or cry.
As both players stopped to sign autographs as they left the court, the crowd stood
to applaud her doing both.

It would be the only full match on Court 1.Â Although Andy Murray and Marin Cilic
started, the fine mist that had hovered throughout the day graduated to persistent
drizzle.
Murray and Cilic will resume on Court 1, with Murray leading 7-5 3-1 0-40.
Mardy Fish leads Jo-Wilfred Tsonga 6-4, 1-1, 40-40.
Florian Mayer leads Richard Gasquet 6-3, 2-1. 15-15.
David Ferrer vs Juan Martin Del Potro and Brian Baker vs Philipp Kohlschrieber have
yet to commence their Round 4 matches.
Ros Satar is a British Journalist- an IT journalist by day, and a sports journalist in all
the gaps in between. She is the co-founder of Britwatch Sports (britwatchsports.com).
Follow her on twitter at@rfsatar.
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Murray in a Hurry to Beat
the Weather
JULY 3, 2012 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

While fans of Andy Murray took to the internet to protest about the continuation of
his match on a rain-affected Court 1, Murray took the British weather in his stride,
and despatched Marin Cilic 7-5, 6-2, 6-3.
Yesterday, as the match was suspended, Murray had the momentum as Cilic may
have been suffering the effects of his epic five-setter against Sam Querrey.
With another day to recover, it was reasonable to worry that the big-hitting Croat
would present Andy with issues on the resumption of play today.
The weather gods have not been kind to Britain’s big hope, and the fans’ view is that
the schedulers have been even less so.
For someone who started his tennis career with a prickly mistrust of the media, it is
a measure of his maturity that Murray was quick to play the scheduling decisions
down.
“It’s not a bad thing playing on the outside court.
It’s just when the conditions are bad it’s not ideal to be out there because matches
can last for two, three days, and then you get a backlog. ”
“I mean, I don’t think just because you’re from that country you should necessarily
get preferential treatment, but I hope that I play my next few matches on Centre.”•
Into the quarterfinals and with the weather remaining unsettled, it is hoped that
Murray has played his outside court dues.
Murray’s serving did not desert him today as he sought to get the job done.
Next up is Spain’s David Ferrer, who put Murray out of the French Open, but he was
quick to point out that Ferrer should not just be considered as a clay court specialist.

“He won last week on grass, so he’s won, what, eight matches in a row on the grass.
“He’s been in the semifinals of Australia, I think semifinals of US Open, as well, and
now he’s starting to play better on grass.
“I don’t see him as a clay court specialist at all.”
Both players are strong returners but Murray felt he may have the edge on Ferrer in
terms of his serving speed.
“In all matches going on the grass courts, you want to try and win free points from
your serve if possible.”•
Questions inevitably drifted, like the clouds, back to the scheduling, and the
prospect of potentially playing three games in four days.
Murray said: “It’s not just me.Â There’s lots of guys in exactly the same position.
“The more rest you can get the better, but it’s part of playing Grand Slam tennis.
“Often it’s happened to me in the past at the US Open where there’s been like a
backlog of matches.
“It’s not going to be the only time it happens here either.”
British hopes are mounting, but the world number 4 will be playing the world
number 5, who Murray feels may well be playing the best tennis of his career.
“We’ll see tomorrow whether [his defeat to Ferrer at the French Open] has
relevance or not.” Tennis changes on a weekly basis.
“I just need to make sure I play well tomorrow and see what the outcome is.”•
There seems a sense of quiet calm about Murray this year.Â You might almost
sense Lendl’s influence in Murrayâ€™s thoughts about playing Grand Slam tennis.
This match up deserves every opportunity to take Centre stage, purely on the
caliber of their rankings, if not for British hopes?
Ros Satar is a British Journalist- an IT journalist by day, and a sports journalist in all
the gaps in between. She is the co-founder of Britwatch Sports (britwatchsports.com).
Follow her on twitter at@rfsatar.
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Murray Once More into
the Semifinal
JULY 4, 2012 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

WIMBLEDON – It was with palpable relief that Britain’s Andy Murray sat back in his
chair, after closing out a tense four-set match against Spain’s David Ferrer, for a
place in the Menâ€™s Semifinal, 6-7(7), 7-6(8), 6-4, 7-6(7)

Optimistic interview questions from the day before, labeling Ferrer as a clay-court
specialist were quickly refuted by Murray who pointed out that Ferrer had been on
quite a winning streak since the start of the grass-court season.
Murray predictably started slowly, with Ferrer matching him in the tenacious
retrieving stakes “ seemingly all over the court, all of the time.
Even though Murray clawed his way back to force a tiebreak, Ferrer was more
dominant, taking the first set, and muting the Centre Court crowd.
This match was always going to be close, against the world No. 4 and 5, but the
momentum swung Murray’s way in the second set, as Ferrer failed to capitalize on
chances to close out the set.
Ferrer said: “I think the key was in the second set, when I have 5-4 or I had one set
point in the tiebreak.
“But Andy, in important moments he play really good.
“He played more aggressive than me, and he was better, no?”
Ferrer will return to the grass, representing Spain in the Olympics, later this month.
A brief rain delay meant that both Murray and Ferrer were having physiotherapy in
the same treatment room, at the same time.
But on the continuation, Murray seemed to have the edge although with just a
single break separating them in the third set, and producing an ace to win the
match.
Murray felt he had improved as the match went on.
“I knew it was going to be tough.
“You know, it’s the hardest match that I played.
He continued: “€œI was expecting a lot of long rallies.”•
Murray is now tied with former British favourite Tim Henman on four semi-final
appearances.

He said: “Obviously the goal now is to win the next match and try and get through
to the final for the first time.”•
Murray still sought to play down his chances, saying that the year he was defeated
by Andy Roddick, he had been playing well, but Roddick had played unbelievably
well in the semis, and then in the final.
Nor did he dismiss the idea of facing Jo-Wilfred Tsonga in the semifinal, instead of
Rafael Nadal.
He said: “Just because I lost to him a few times doesn’t mean I’d never want to play
against him.
“I don’t mind playing against Rafa.
“I’ve won against him in slams before.â€•
With regards to Tsonga: â€œYou know, rather than focusing on it being the semifinals of Wimbledon, I need to focus on it being a match against him and what I do
well against him and what’s worked against him in the past.”•
Murray played in front of Royalty today in front of the Duke and Duchess of
Cambridge, as well as the tennis royalty of Andre Agassi, Steffi Graf and Rod Laver.
Certainly the Centre Court crowd were not backwards in coming forwards with their
advice, with someone shouting out in the crowd to stop playing drop-shots!
“It’s funny.” In the last whatever, four matches or something, five matches I played,
when they work no one says anything.
“When I miss a couple, that’s the reason why you lost or that’s the reason why it was
a closer match than it should have been.”
His demeanor seems to have matured, and he is handling the pressure of carrying
the home country’s hopes on to the next match.
“When I first played here I didn’t understand what it was like,”• he said, â€œit still
took a few years for me before I understood how important this tournament was to
me, how important it is to tennis, and also this country, as well.”•
Murray will face Tsonga on Friday but for now it is best not to dwell on the weight of
history on his shoulders.

Ros Satar is a British Journalist- an IT journalist by day, and a sports journalist in all
the gaps in between. She is the co-founder of Britwatch Sports (britwatchsports.com).
Follow her on twitter at@rfsatar.
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Federer upsets Djokovic
and Gains Wimbledon
Final
JULY 6, 2012 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

One King deposed, the other to reclaim his crown?
WIMBLEDON - Roger Federer defeated reigning Wimbledon champion, and world
No. 1 Novak Djokovic 6-3, 3-6, 6-4, 6-4 in the first of the Gentlemen’s Semifinals.
The Swiss took himself into his eighth Wimbledon final, and is set for a tilt at a
seventh title, to equal Pete Sampras.
The match was played under the roof, as the day started with rain in SW London,
but the change in conditions did not affect Federer who got off to a commanding
start.
Djokovic leveled things up in the second, but the tipping point seemed to be a lax
service game in the third set, after which he admitted he dropped his intensity.
Djokovic said: “In the start of the fourth set I dropped in the energy level, I thought.

“I played really a couple of sloppy games, very slow, with no pace.”
He attributed that lapse to making it very hard for him to come back, as Federer
imposed himself on the match.
At some stages, Djokovic was hardly moving his feet.
“I didn’t recover from that drop of serve,” he said, “after that it was really difficult to
come back.”•
Federer had the momentum from the third set, on what was the first encounter
between these men, on grass.
Federer said: â€œI was able to be very aggressive, particularly once I did get into the
third set where I thought we both played our very best.
“Now looking back, that was obviously the key to the match.”•
With so many records achieved, Federer could possibly equal Sampras’ record of
seven titles, but was quick to point out that there was still a match to go.
He said: “I’m very proud to have a shot of equaling Pete, but right now the focus is
obviously resting and preparing for the next match.”
The second semifinal will provide Federer with either his conqueror from last year,
Jo-Wilfred Tsonga, or the home favorite Andy Murray, chasing history himself.
“For the finals, of course I’d love to play Murray.” I always say in whatever country I
am I like to play the local hero,”• he said, “even though I like Jo very much.”•
As he waits to find out who his opponent will be on Sunday, his final thoughts were
on the job in hand.
“My run has been extremely good.
“Now I have a chance at world No. 1, at the title again all at once.
“So it’s a big match for me and I hope I can keep my nerves.”
Ros Satar is a British Journalist- an IT journalist by day, and a sports journalist in all
the gaps in between. She is the co-founder of Britwatch Sports (britwatchsports.com).
Follow her on twitter at@rfsatar.
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Murray Chasing History,
Advances to First
Wimbledon Final
JULY 6, 2012 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

WIMBLEDON – It all ended with smiles, and a hug at the net between two players
who genuinely respect and like each other, but Andy Murray took one step closer to
a nationâ€™s dream in defeating Jo-Wilfred Tsonga, 6-3, 6-4, 3-6, 7-5.
Statistics spoke of a 5-1 win/loss record, but Jo-Wilfred was the guy who beat
Murray in the first round of the Australian Open, in 2008.
Murray led two sets to love, but it was Tsonga who put Roger Federer out of
Wimbledon in 2011, after being in that same position.
Even when Murray started aggressively, quickly and decisively, at the back of
peopleâ€™s minds, Tsonga still remained a threat.
At the start of the match, he seemed to be struggling with a back injury, and after
an off-court medical time-out, Tsonga returned a new man, leaving Murray
shrugging up at his box after Tsonga took the third set.

Tsonga said: â€œHe didn’t give me one chance, you know, one chance to go to the
net.
â€œHe didn’t miss one serve.Â He was really, really good.
â€œAfter that his level was a bit down in the third set and I took my chance.â€•
Tsonga also had to contend with a wayward ball to his groin which left him doubled
over, not surprisingly.
When asked if he had ever been hit like that, he replied: â€œNever.Â But I will have
a revenge one time.â€•
As the weight of expectation settled all around the court, on match point in the
fourth set, Murray had to wait for a challenge to see if he had sealed a place in his
first Wimbledon final.
Tsonga waited at the net while Hawkeye did its thing, smiling, he and Andy had a
brief chat at the net.
He said: â€œHe ask me, How is it?Â I said, I really don’t know.Â That’s why we
laughed.â€•
And what of the man, now, who would be king, come Sunday?
Well given that his first question in press was: â€œWhat were you doing 74 years
ago?,â€• it is clear that the sheer weight of history still looms heavy.
The reality is stark, but Murray is philosophical.
Murray said: â€œIt’s a great challenge, one where I’m probably not expected to win
the match, but one that, you know, if I play well, I’m capable of winning.
Above all he still has respect for Roger Federerâ€™s achievements, both in the past
and over this tournament.
â€œWell, he’s obviously one of the greatest players ever to have played,â€• he
said, â€œI’d be surprised if he wasn’t the best in terms of his win/loss ratio here.â€•
Emotions ran high despite the final challenge.
Murray said: â€œWell, I knew it was in when it left my racquet, and then I thought
that he challenged it.

â€œI mean, obviously it was close, but then the umpire said to me that the ball had
been called out and that he hadn’t overruled it.
â€œSo then obviously I challenged, and that was it.â€•
Murray-mania could engulf the Womenâ€™s final tomorrow, and Murray had
nothing but praise for Serena Williams.
He said: â€œShe’s probably one of the best female athletes ever in terms of she’s
got strength, she’s quick, you know, she’s got very powerful, powerful strokes.
â€œShe’s probably one of the best that the woman’s tour has seen for a few
years.â€•
Hopefully people will remember we have one final to go before Sunday.
As for Murray, he will allow himself the luxury of enjoying the sensation of eclipsing
Bunny Austin, and then back to work tomorrow.
One final thought, though.
In 1977, in the Queenâ€™s Silver Jubilee Virginia Wade won the womenâ€™s singles
final.Â In a Diamond Jubilee year, could we see a menâ€™s champion at last?
He will have to play the best tennis of his life to do it, but I think he would not want it
any other way.
Ros Satar is a British Journalist- an IT journalist by day, and a sports journalist in all
the gaps in between. She is the co-founder of Britwatch Sports (britwatchsports.com).
Follow her on twitter at@rfsatar.
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History Made in
Gentlemen’s Doubles
Final
JULY 7, 2012 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

WIMBLEDON – Amidst all the hullabaloo over Andy Murray’s advance to his first
Wimbledon final, a British/Danish wildcard combination quietly marched through
the doubles draw, ending up victorious in the Menâ€™s Doubles Finals.
Jonathan Marray and Frederik Nielsen defeated the established pairing of Robert
Lindstedt and Horia Tecau with a show of sportsmanship along the way, winning 46, 6-4, 7-6(7), 6-7(7), 6-3.
There are some interesting historical links (as if we have not heard enough of them
already).
For example, Frederik Nielsen is the grandson of Kurt Nielsen, who was twice a
runner up in the Wimbledon Men’s Final (1953 and 1955).
And then there is the magic number 36.
It was in 1936 when a British man lifted the Wimbledon Men’s Doubles trophy, and
the partnership was the first to win the Double’s championship on a wildcard entry.
There was an outstanding display of sportsmanship by Marray in the third set
tiebreak, where Marray admitted to having followed through a volley, just touching
the top of the net.
It had not been picked up by anyone, but Marray owned up to it, although
Marray/Nielsen went on to win that set.
Marray’s career had had its up and downs, and at times had thought of giving up.
Marray said: â€œI felt like I had a bit of unfinished business and things like that, so
I’m more than happy to have made the decision to carry on.â€•

Marray felt that he and Nielsen could do well, having just missed out on tournament
entry with Adil Shamasdin, but having partnered Nielsen previously and having had
a good run in Nottingham just before the Championships.
He knew there was a wildcard option and chose Nielsen.
Both players were battling history.
Nielsen said: â€œI don’t think the fact that my granddad used to do well is going to
make it even more special.
â€œI think the fact that it is just Wimbledon, it carries its name by itself pretty
wellâ€•
Although having been picked to be on the Great Britain Davis Cup team back in
2004, Marray has not had an opportunity to play in any matches.
Britain has a good pedigree in the doubles currently with the established pairing of
Ross Hutchins and Colin Fleming, and Marrayâ€™s sometime partner (2009, 2010)
of Jamie Murray.
Marray has been keeping an eye on his rankings, and as Wimbledon champions,
Marray and Nielsen are waiting to hear if they have gained a position in the World
Tour Finals, at the O2, London later this year.
But the more immediate focus is to hope he will be able to get into better
tournaments and improve his ranking further.

Ros Satar is a British Journalist- an IT journalist by day, and a sports journalist in all
the gaps in between. She is the co-founder of Britwatch Sports (britwatchsports.com).
Follow her on twitter at@rfsatar.
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No History Made at
Wimbledon for Murray
JULY 8, 2012 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

WIMBLEDON – History was going to be made today, whoever won.Â If Andy
Murray had won, he would have become the first British man to lift the title, since
the legendary Fred Perry, in 1936.
If Roger Federer won, he would equal Pete Sampras’ record of
seven Wimbledon titles, and will have won his first Slam title in two-and-a-half
years.
The slice of history went to Federer, who defeated Murray 4-6, 7-5, 6-3, 6-4.
No-one could accuse Murray of starting slowly, breaking Federer in the first game,
and starting decisively.
Although Federer did break back, a further break saw Murray claim his first Slam
set, in four finals.
A nation dared to hope.
Murray said, of his match: â€œI’d say that’s the best I’ve played in a slam final.
â€œI created chances.Â Obviously went up a set.
â€œIt wasn’t like I gave away bad games or stupid games and stuff.Â I played a
good match.Â I made pretty good decisions for the most part, so I’m happy with
that.
â€œI felt more comfortable this morning and before the match than I had done
maybe in the previous slams.â€•
When Federer took the second set, having settled his obvious nerves, Murray
started to look fatigued.

When the rains came down hard the players were still gathering their things as the
groundsmen covered the court, and British fans hoped the break would rejuvenate
Murray.
Both players have had to play under the roof a lot this year, so it was hoped they
would adapt the conditions quickly at the restart.
When the play started again, Federerâ€™s ball-striking, placement and timing was
nothing short of dominating.
Murray said: â€œWhen we came out after the break he was more aggressive on my
serve.
â€œI maybe didn’t serve as well under the roof as I did the first couple of sets.â€•
The pivotal point of the match was a 20 minute service game on Murrayâ€™s serve
in the third set, and once broken, Federer dictated the play as the momentum
stayed with him.
Murray said: â€œIt was tough, a tough game to lose.
â€œBut, you know, I wasn’t disappointed necessarily with the way I played in that
game.Â Yeah, it was a frustrating game to lose, but I still had chances after
that.â€•
A single break in the fourth set was all that he needed, to equal Samprasâ€™ record
â€“ letâ€™s not forget his first Wimbledon victory came at Samprasâ€™ expense.

The runnerâ€™s up speech was always going to be tough, and many still remember
Murrayâ€™s emotional speech after losing to Federer in the 2010 Australian Open
final.
Yet he still managed to display some of that trademark dry humour, saying:
â€œIâ€™m getting closer.â€•
He took the microphone and delivered congratulations to Federer before
emotionally thanking his support team and the fans.
Many in the crowd were reduced to tears, including his mother Judy, and his
girlfriend Kim Sears.

Federer equally looked moved as his daughters came in the players box after he won
the match, acknowledging that a win after two and a half years, and tying another
record was a special moment for him.
Federer said: â€œI didn’t try to think of the world No.Â 1 ranking or the seventh or
the seventeenth.
â€œSo I think that’s going to actually, for a change, take much longer to sort of, you
know, understand what I was able to achieve today.â€•
With his victory, he reclaims the world number one slot.Â Not bad for a 30-year-old
(to paraphrase Murrayâ€™s congratulatory speech).
â€œI’m so happy I’m at the age I am right now, because I had such a great run and I
know there’s still more possible,â€• said Federer, â€œit’s very different than when I
was 20 or 25.â€•
He continued: â€œI’m at a much more stable place in my life.
â€œSo this is very, very special right now.â€•
Both players paid tribute to each other in press, Murray acknowledging that Federer
and Rafael Nadal are among the greatest athletes in tennis history, and Federer
believing that Murray will win Slam(s) and praising his professionalism and work
ethic.
History smiled down on one, and for the other?Â Well the Olympics are around the
corner followed by the US Open.Â The Slam dream is not over yet.
Ros Satar is a British Journalist- an IT journalist by day, and a sports journalist in all
the gaps in between. She is the co-founder of Britwatch Sports (britwatchsports.com).
Follow her on twitter at@rfsatar.
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An Olympic View from
Court 1, Third Round
AUGUST 1, 2012 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

By Ros Satar
WIMBLEDON – Itâ€™s not quite the AELTC, is it?
Itâ€™s all very familiar but very different.
Where once was the comfortably subtle dark green and purple livery adorning the
iconic front of Centre Court, there are angular and lively 2012 shapes and colors.
The Olympic tennis is being hosted at the All England Club, where just three and a
half weeks ago, tennis fans saw an emotional Andy Murray let down his guard
after Roger Federer won a record-equaling seventh title.
There are some things that are reassuringly the same.Â The stoic sighs of the fans
on Court 1 who take their seats in the rain.Â The queues for food and drink (and yes
you CAN get the SW19 drink of choice, but due to sponsorship andÂ licensing, it
cannot be referred to by a trade name)!

Roger Federer (Switzerland) def Denis Istomin (Uzbekistan) 7-5, 6-3
On Court 1, as the rain was spitting down, the players were brought out, including a
reluctant lookingRoger Federer, who was facing Denis Istomin, in the third round.
No sooner than they had sat down, the rain came down heavier, so off they went.
Play got underway around 45 minutes later, and although both players seemed to
need time to find their range, Federer was soon away with a break, but did not have
it all his own way, as Istomin clawed his way back, before another rain delay came.
As the resumption, Federer got the late break he wanted, taking the first set.Â The
second set started in much the same way, with Federer breaking Istomin in his first
game.
This time there was no clawing back, although Istomin had played very well, and at
times Federer had not looked as convincing as he did in the opening rounds of The
Championships a few weeks ago.

Victoria Azarenka (Belarus) def Nadia Petrova (Russia) 7-6(6), 6-4
As the sun shone down, finally, on Court 1, these ladies slugged away at each other
from the baseline.
Neither were giving ground, although every now and again Petrova would throw out
a hefty kick serve which left Azarenka all at sea.
Petrova had the edge on Azarenka in the first set tiebreak, and it was only after
saving the first set point against her that Azarenka suddenly stepped up a gear,
fighting back and eventually winning the tiebreak.
Although Azarenka started the second set with the momentum with her, she was
broken before the first change of ends, although Petrova made heavy work of
consolidating the break.
Azarenka got the better of Petrova with a single break, and although Petrova
challenged on match point, it was to no avail.

Maria Sharapova (Russia) def Sabine Lisicki (Germany) 6-7(8), 6-4, 6-3

It was almost a month ago to the day that Sabine Lisicki put paid to Maria
Sharapovaâ€™s run to a consecutive Wimbledon final.
And it was like nothing had changed.
Neither was giving any leeway until the eighth game, when Lisicki stepped up her
play and broke Sharapova.
However, a costly double fault sent her on the way to being broken straight back, to
love.
The first set went to a see-saw tie break with Lisicki being let back in to the tiebreak
that saw Sharapova edged out for the first set.
A single break margin saw Sharapova level the match and take things into a decider.
The third set started with two breaks of serve until things proceeded with serve as
the clouds rolled in over the setting sun, and the light was fading.
Sharapova had the all-important break to lead 5-3 and serve out for the match.
David Ferrer and Kei Nishikori had been scheduled to finish up the dayâ€™s action
but had been moved to Court 14, and then moved again to Centre Court to finish
the action.
All in all, there are enough things familiar and heaven knows it was nice to spend
some time in the sun, after such a rain-soaked Wimbledon.
But the volunteers sometimes enthusiastically let people in at non-change of ends
pauses in matches, the ball boys and girls are maybe not as strictly drilled, and the
numbers lines judges also seem to be pared down.
But for the most part the fans are reveling in a couple of weeks of extra tennis at
SW19 and turn a bit of a blind eye to the different colors.
Ros Satar is a British Journalist- an IT Journalist by day, a Sports journalist part-time
and her match observations can be found at the Chalkdust Chronicles
(chalkdustchronicles.blogspot.com). Follow her on twitter at @rfsatar.
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A Tale of two British Slam
Champions – Day Three of
the ATP World Tour Finals
NOVEMBER 7, 2012 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

By Ros Satar
(November 8, 2012) LONDON – It certainly was a tale of two Grand Slam
Champions on Day Three of the ATP World Tour Finals, London.

Novak Djokovic def Andy Murray 4-6, 6-3, 7-5
At the end of the day session, Andy Murray was not quite able to capitalise on his
fast start after taking the first set off World Number 1 Novak Djokovic in just 44
minutes (6-4).
But Djokovic needed no invitation to punish some sloppy play by Murray in the
second set, as fans on Twitter commented in wry amusement at his outfit including
gold shorts.

Although Murray clawed his way back into contention in the decider, but in the end
at key moments in the last few minutes, Djokovic denied Murray’s attempts to win
another three set battle.
“The last two minutes of the match probably is what decided it,” said Murray.
“He broke from 15/40, and then I had 15/40 next game and didn’t break.
“You would hope that one game wouldn’t decide the outcome of a whole match.”
Djokovic said: “I didn’t expect anything less other than a tough match that went
down the wire and was decided on the last point.”
Jonny Marray/Frederik Nielsen def Daniel Nestor/Max Mirnyi 7-6(3), 4-6, 12-10
Whereas fans had reasonable expectations that Murray would be able to repeat his
US Open success against Djokovic, Wimbledon’s wild-card Doubles Champions
continued their dream partnership by booking their berth in the Semi-Finals.
Marray and Nielsen started brightly, and stood toe-to-toe with the established
pairing of Nestor and Mirnyi, building a commanding position in the first set tiebreak.
The brightness faded a little at the start of the second set when a couple of doublefaults saw the Wimbledon champions lose the first game of the second set.
They did well to stay within the single break, but the crowd were treated to another
of their now thrilling Match Tie-Breaks.
The scoring was nip-and-tuck throughout with the British/Danish team missing their
chance to close out match point at 9-8, allowing Nestor/Mirnyi to turn the screw, as
they had to save match point at 9-10.
Nestor’s volley sailing long saw the wonder-boys secure themselves a place in the
semi-final.
Marray said: “We’re pretty surprised we’re through after two matches.
“We can enjoy the next match really.
“There’s no pressure on us again really.

“It’s really a great situation, I think.”
Neilsen said: “We’re comfortable being here level wise.
“We weren’t here just to make up the numbers.”

Tomas Berdych def Jo-Wilfred Tsonga 7-5, 3-6, 6-1
What started out as a match of two men, seemingly intent of beating the fluff out of
the tournament tennis balls, resulted in a comfortable deciding set for Berdych, who
continued his head-to-head bettering of Tsonga.
Both men came out hitting hard and flat and initially there was little variation from
either.
The first set saw Tsonga dig himself out of potentially tricky sands, and at times
throughout the match just seemed to be off his range a little.
In fact it looked as though maybe missing the chance to break at three-all was
playing on Berdych’s mind in the next game, as it was his turn to tough out his
service game.
Tsonga looked to be taking a bit more initiative at the later stages of the first set,
and when he put together rallies moving Berdych left and right, it looked as though
he had finally got the measure of him.
But carelessness crept back into Tsonga’s game, with Berdych breaking at 5-5,
consolidating to take the first set.
Tsonga seemed to come alive, taking the second set with two successive aces, but
he was frustrating to watch, even then.
Tsonga failed to capitalise on that momentum, squandering chances to break
Berdych in the first game of the final set.
That was all Berdych needed, breaking Tsonga, and holding with conviction to lead
4-1.
Tsonga’s forehand errors made for a shocking graphic shown on screen during the
third set, and at 1-4, a break to love meant a quick end to the match.

Berdych sealed the final set 6-1, and Murray fans are getting their calculators out to
determine the possible permutations to go further after the round-robin stages.
Ros Satar is a British Journalist- an IT journalist by day, and a sports journalist in all
the gaps in between. She is the co-founder of Britwatch Sports (britwatchsports.com).
Follow her on twitter at@rfsatar.
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From Favorites to Fatigue
– Day Four from the ATP
World Tour Finals
NOVEMBER 9, 2012 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

By Ros Satar

(November 8, 2012) LONDON – Bob Bryan/Mike Bryan def Aisam-Ul-Haq
Qureshi/Jean-Julien Rojer 7-5, 6-4

Having arrived just in time to watch the Bryan Brothers close out a straight sets win
against Aisam-Ul-Haq Qureshi and Jean-Julien Rojer, the twins were then honoured
on court with two ATP awards.
ATP Executive Chairman and President Brad Drewett presented them with the ATP
World Tour No. 1 Doubles Team trophy in the 2012 ATP World Tour Awards
(sponsored by Moët & Chandon).
The Bryans have won this award for the fourth successive year, and a record eighth
time overall (2003, 2005-07, 2009-12).
Also for an eighth time, the popular twins were voted as the ATPWorldTour.com
Fans’ Favourite.

Juan Martin Del Potro def Janko Tipsarevic 6-0, 6-4
Most tennis fans watching the evening singles session on Day four will have had
some opinion regarding Janko Tipsarevic’s Bercy retirement, some six points before
giving Jerzy Janowicz another extraordinary win.
Usually quite tenacious on court, Tipsarevic had already been handed a bit of a
lesson at the hands of Federer in his first round match.
Reportedly unwell prior to the match, during the warm up, Tipsarevic seemed
unhappy with the tension in his racquets, and things did not start well for him in the
match with an early break for Del Potro.
It looked as though he was struggling to find his range, either at the net or painting
the lines.
Whatever the issue was, it really was not working for him, and the set very rapidly
got away from him, although the crowd burst into wild applause whenever he got a
point.
Another racquet was flung away for restringing, but by this time the set was as good
as gone.
The second set saw Tipsarevic trying to take a little more control in his service
games, and again was given a rousing cheer for getting a game on the board.

In fact in the second set, it looked as though he was settling down into his game,
holding to love in his next service game.
But that was short-lived as he was broken in the fifth game.
All was not bad though, and in a great rally, Tipsarevic dug out a low ball for a
fantastic passing shot, hanging in by a single break of serve.
Del Potro played certainly within himself, although the crowd were treated at times
to some decent rallies.
“I play[ed] much better than my first match here,” said Del Potro, “[a] win in two
sets gives me a chance to go to the next [match].
“I know if I want to beat Roger, I should play much better than today and my first
match.”
After the match, Tipsarevic said: “I wouldn’t really blame my loss on the sickness.
“I am generally feeling fine.
The problem was that I was sick and I didn’t play a lot of tennis lately.”
Controversially, though, Tipsarevic tweeted to his followers about having passed
the one hour mark one more time, making some twitter tennis followers wonder
whether Richard Gasquet, alternate at this event, might have made more of a
match of it, if he’d been given the chance to play instead.
The perhaps earlier than expected finish meant that those in the crowd who stayed
were treated to Del Potro having a hit and kick about with fellow Argentinean,
Sergio Aguero (Manchester City Football Club).
The final Group B round robin matches will be played on Saturday.
Del Potro faces Roger Federer, and Tipsarevic will close out his year against David
Ferrer.
Ros Satar is a British Journalist- an IT journalist by day, and a sports journalist in all
the gaps in between. She is the co-founder of Britwatch Sports (britwatchsports.com).
Follow her on twitter at@rfsatar.
http://archive01.tennispanorama.com/?p=37047

Tursunov’s Five-Set Win
Over Evans Gives Russia
1-0 Lead Over Great
Britain in Davis Cup
APRIL 5, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

By Ros Satar
Dmitry Tursunov [RUS] def Dan Evans [GBR] 6-4, 6-7(5),6-4, 5-7, 6-4
(April 5, 2013) COVENTRY, ENGLAND -It was a great gamble, that almost, but did
not quite pay off.
Great Britain’s Davis Cup Captain Leon Smith replaced first choice, Jamie Baker, at
pretty much the eleventh hour, in favor of Dan Evans.
Evans’ heroics in last year’s ties and perhaps more of a familiarity with faster courts
that Baker, meant the pressure was on the shoulders of a player ranked 325 in the
world.
Coming out, Evans seemed relaxed enough, but first blood went to Dmitry
Tursunov, breaking Evans to love to lead 4-2.
Evans broke back, but it wasn’t enough to keep the first set from going to the
Russian 6-4.
Evans seemed to want to go for crowd pleasing forehand winners, that soon
became his undoing, and Tursunov was looking sharp at the net.
In the second set, Evans showed that he was made of sterner stuff, breaking the
Russian to lead 4-3, but again consistency seemed to desert him, just when he
needed it most.

Coming out to serve for the set, he saved one break point but a double-fault on
another handed a reprieve to Tursunov.
Forcing the second set into a tiebreak, Evans kept his nose ahead just enough to
level the match.
A lapse in concentration at the start of the third set, left Evans looking a little flat at
times, again losing out by a single break margin.
A change of top and a change of fortunes in the fourth set as it was Tursunov’s time
to look a little tired, as Evans broke to take the fourth set 7-5.
Was the faith Smith had showed in Evans about to pay off in another heroic win?
Sadly not, as Evans lost the opening game of the final set, and although the men
traded a couple of breaks, it was not enough to keep Tursunov at bay.
In press, Evans had to face the inevitable questions about why he cannot translate
his level of play to the events week in, week out?
He said: “I don’t train hard enough and I don’t work hard enough day in day out.”
He acknowledged that in the past, he had just been enjoying life.
“It’s not that I don’t want to do it, I obviously want to do it, but for whatever reasons,
there are distractions.“
“Hopefully now, I’ve been working pretty hard since the start of the year.”
Tursunov acknowledged it had been a tough match.
“I was really very impressed with his returning.
“At times he definitely played made some shots I wasn’t expecting him to, and there
were also a few shots that also a few opportunities I didn’t capitalize on.”
When asked about whether Evans could achieve that potential if he worked harder,
the Russian acknowledged that sometimes Davis Cup brings out the best in people.
“I think the first step for him is to realize what he’s doing wrong.
“That also comes a little bit with experience.”
Time (or maybe Sunday) will tell whether Evans can build on this experience.

Ros Satar is a British Journalist- an IT journalist by day, and a sports journalist in all
the gaps in between. She is the co-founder of Britwatch Sports (britwatchsports.com).
Follow her on twitter at@rfsatar.
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Donskoy Rallies from Two
Sets Down to Give Russia
2-0 Lead Over Great
Britain in Davis Cup
APRIL 5, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

By Ros Satar

Evgeny Donskoy [RUS] def. James Ward [GBR] 4-6, 4-6, 7-5, 6-3, 8-6

(April 5, 2013) COVENTRY, ENGLAND – Evgeny Donskoy delivered a real
heartbreaker in another five-set thriller on the first day of the Davis Cup tie between
Great Britain and Russia in the Euro/Africa zone second round Group 1 play.

Donskoy came from two sets down to give Russia a 2-0 lead at the end of the first
day.

At the start of the match, though, the outcome looked far from certain.

In press, Dan Evans regretted not starting fast enough, James Ward more than
made up for it.

The British No. 2 came out swinging solidly with very few unforced errors, and an
early break secured him the first set.

A similar fast start to the second set meant it would be a long way back for the
Russian, Evgeny Donskoy, who impressed many with his performance against Andy
Murray at Indian Wells.

It was almost as though, with the pressure reversed, Donskoy was left floundering,
at times his feet just not catching up with the rest of him.

That is not to say that he did not have some chances of his own, breaking back to
make sure that Ward would not take this match for granted.

Into the third set and there was a distinct feeling that Donskoy was feeling his way
back into the match.

Nerves seemed to overtake Ward, as he scrambled to save three set points,
capitulating on the fourth.

After such a blistering start, suddenly it was Ward’s turn to look ill at ease, going
down a break quickly in the fourth set.

Ward exhibited some of that earlier confidence, holding to love to stay in the set as
the Russian was taken to deuce on his serve, for the fourth set.

Ward saved two set points but a lazy squash shot sailed just long past the corner of
the court, to take the second rubber into a deciding fifth set.

It was beginning to look a little like last man standing out there, as the fifth set
progressed with serve, particularly grueling on Ward’s service game, saving the first
break points against is serve in the decider.

Donskoy was coming up with the goods both times he was serving to stay in the set.

As Ward came out to serve at 6-6 there was a sense that he had made his last stand,
as the Russian broke.

There was a brief glimmer of hope as the Russian went 0-30 down, serving for the
match, and then again as Ward saved the first match point against him.

Suddenly it was Donskoy’s turn to feel under the hammer, as Ward wrestled a break
point back, and then had to save a second match point.

The third time was the charm for Donskoy as Russia took the second rubber, 8-6 in
the final set.

It was an interesting contrast in press, with an equally dejected Ward hoping to
work harder to improve, whereas Evans understood that he was struggling with that
desire to improve.

Leon Smith concluded the conference, believing that the tie could be turned
around, starting with the doubles tomorrow, with the top British pairing of Fleming
and Marray favorites to put a rubber on the board for Britain.
Despite trailing 0-2 in the tie, Captain Leon Smith said, “I am so proud of both Dan
and James today. It was excellent international tennis, very high level, more than
eight hours and great value for money. The team spirit was great today and we have
it still all to play for tomorrow in the doubles and in Sunday’s singles.”

Then on Sunday, can two players who have proved they can punch above their
weight, turn things around?

Ros Satar is a British Journalist- an IT journalist by day, and a sports journalist in all
the gaps in between. She is the co-founder of Britwatch Sports (britwatchsports.com).
Follow her on twitter at@rfsatar.
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Great Britain Wins
Doubles Rubber Over
Russia in Davis Cup
APRIL 6, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

Fleming/Marray [GBR] def. Baluda/Kunitsyn [RUS] 6-1, 6-4, 6-2
By Ros Satar
(April 6, 2013) COVENTRY, England – The British team were always the favorites to
win this doubles rubber, and Jonny Marray and Colin Fleming did not disappoint.

The British pair, ranked 16th and 28th respectively, were counting on a win, to give
the British team any hope at all of salvaging the second round Europe /Africa zone
Group 1 tie, after two crushing 5-set defeats on the first day.

Victor Baluda (doubles ranking of 440) and Igor Kunitsyn (439) would be facing the
British team, although there had been some speculation that Dmitry Tursunov
would replace Baluda.

After some tentative serves into the lights, Marray kicked off his Davis Cup debut
with a strong hold.

The Russians may be ranked some 400 places below the Brits, but were already
exhibiting some good tagging shots, especially coming from Kunitsyn.

First blood went to the Brits, breaking Kunitsyn to take an early lead.

With another break, this time against Baluda on the third break point, the Brits took
the first set, in just under half an hour.

The first break of the second set came even earlier, again on Kunitsyn’s serve, but
the Russians stayed in contention, when Kunitsyn held for the first time since the
match began, as the Brits maintained a single break margin.

Fleming came out to hold, with an overhead smash from Marray sealing the second
set 6-4.

The final set could not have started worse for Russian pair, with Baluda being
broken in the first game, followed by Kunitsyn in the next service game.

The crispness that they had started to display in the second set deserted them, and
although they got two games on the board, they never took the British pair to deuce
on any serve.

Fleming came out to serve for the match, and although the Russian pair saved one
of the match points, an ace nailed the win.

After the match, Marray described how he’d felt his debut had gone:
“It’s something I’ve always wanted to be a part of, to get the opportunity to
represent your country, it’s fantastic.”

For Fleming, it was his eighth Davis Cup win in a row.
“It’s something to be proud of, but in tennis and life you’ve got to keep pushing
forward,” he said.

“It’s all about focusing on what the team needs to do and my aim when it comes to
DC, is to play one of those matches in the World group.
“It would be a special occasion and I’ve not managed to do that.”

There was a nice touch on the on-court interview, as Colin Fleming dedicated the
win to Davis Cup team-mate Ross Hutchins, who is undergoing treatment for
cancer.

He is over half way through his chemotherapy and the initial results show the
treatment is working.

Later in press, Leon Smith and Colin Fleming described how Ross had spent hours
watching and analyzing the Russian team.

Fleming said: “It’s great that he’s still involved in the team.
“I know Ross has got big plans to play again, and I’m sure he’ll be part of the team
again in the future.”

Ros Satar is a British Journalist- an IT journalist by day, and a sports journalist in all
the gaps in between. She is the co-founder of Britwatch Sports (britwatchsports.com).
Follow her on twitter at@rfsatar.

Day 2 Davis Cup by BNP Paribas Euro/Africa Zone Group 1 second round results:
Russia leads Great Britain 2-1
Rubber 1 – D. Tursunov (RUS) d. D. Evans (GBR) 64 67(5) 64 57 64
Rubber 2 – E. Donskoy (RUS) d. J. Ward (GBR) 46 46 75 64 86
Rubber 3 – C.Fleming/J.Marray (GBR) d. V.Baluda/I.Kunitsyn (RUS) 61 64 62

http://archive01.tennispanorama.com/?p=37161

Ward Rallies Past
Tursunov to even tie with
Russia 2-2
APRIL 7, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

By Ros Satar
James Ward [GBR] def. Dmitry Tursunov [RUS] 6-4, 5-7, 5-7, 6-4, 6-4

(April 7, 2013) COVENTRY, England – After facing the press on Friday in utter
desolation, British No. 2, James Ward, rallied against a sometimes agitated
Tursunov to bring GB level with Russia.

After starting so impressively against Evgeny Donskoy, only to lose in five sets from
being two sets and a break up, there was a lot of pressure on Ward’s thin shoulders.

If any nerves were evident on Ward’s side, he hid them well, banging down two aces
a-piece, as the first five games went with serve.

The first sign of frailty appeared on Tursunov’s serve, taken to deuce twice in
successive serves.

It paid off for Ward as he needed just one break point to edge ahead 5-4, before
topping off the first set with a hold to love.

The games were going tightly with serve in the second set.

At times Tursunov seemed just a little slow and Ward struggled to get into
Tursunov’s service games, letting two break points go, at 5-5.

It was Ward’s turn for fraying nerves, starting with a double fault, while serving to
stay in the set, and ending with a netted cross-court forehand to hand Russia the
second set 7-5.

British hopes were raised with an early break in the first game of the third set, only
for Tursunov to break straight back.

A stream of errors from Ward gave Tursunov a second break in the third set, to leave
Ward coming out to stay in the set at 2-5.

Ward was rewarded for his tenacity by breaking Tursunov in the next game to put
himself back on serve.

Despite that, Ward found himself having to save break points on his next two
serves.

Tursunov turned up the pace, aided and abetted with another error-strewn game by
Ward, to take the third set 7-5.

Ward started the brighter in the fourth set breaking early, and Tursunov picked up a
code violation as he started to get annoyed with the crowd.

Ward just needed the one set point as Tursunov netted forehand return to even the
match and take the rubber into a deciding set.

Ward got a break to lead 3-2, courtesy of a Tursunov double fault on break point,
after a long rally where the Russian sent a forehand flying long.

Just keeping his nose ahead, the Brit was only taken to deuce once on his serve,
before coming out to serve for the match at 5-4.

To the watching crowd’s delight, Ward held his final serve to 15, finishing with an
ace to go from zero to hero.

Ward said: “It would have been very tough to take 2 5-set losses in a weekend.

“If anything it’s even more pleasing beating Tursunov, who I’ve lost to twice in the
past”

Team captain, Leon Smith had been reiterating the same advice, to serve out wide
to the Russian unless he started to read the serve.

And Ward was happy to acknowledge the captain’s belief in him.

He said: “I’m grateful to him for the opportunity to play again and show heart and
desire and everything that he wanted this weekend, and I think I showed it.”

Ros Satar is a British Journalist- an IT journalist by day, and a sports journalist in all
the gaps in between. She is the co-founder of Britwatch Sports (britwatchsports.com).
Follow her on twitter at@rfsatar.
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Wimbledon Announces
Largest Prize Purse in
Professional Tennis
APRIL 23, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

By Ros Satar

(April 23, 2013) WIMBLEDON – The key theme for this year’s Wimbledon Spring
Press Conference was investment – in the plans for the tournament, and in the
pockets of the players.

The Championships 2013 will see the largest prize purse ever in professional tennis,
totaling £22.6m/$34.4 million, an increase of 40% from 2012.

As with last year, the largest increase will go to the Qualifying and early Singles
losers in Rounds 1-3, with the singles champions each receiving £1.6m/$2.4 million
dollars, a 39% increase.

Additionally, doubles players see a 22% increase.

From 2015, there will be a three-week gap between Roland Garros, and The
Championships allowing time for players to adjust to the surfaces, also will see the
inclusion of an additional grass court tournament in Stuttgart.

“Tennis in an English Garden” was the theme for the unveiling of the new Master
Plan.

No. 1 Court will get a fixed and retractable roof, and is expected to be complete in
time for 2019.

The All England Club is commencing a program of consultation on planned
improvements for the grounds, starting now and running throughout The
Championships.

Chairman, Philip Brook, was quick to emphasise that the plans remain for The
Championships to remain an outdoor tournament, and there are no plans for night
matches.

The proposed remodeling is currently just a vision, with the plan being forecast to
improve the grounds over the next 14-15 years, but takes into account much needed
upgrading of buildings around the site.

The focus will be on easing some of the congestion around the outside courts, as
well as improving the public spaces to enhance the whole public experience within
the grounds.

The modeling will see some changes to the fondly named “Henman Hill” complex,
which has become a focal point for those visiting The Championships on ground
passes, but if anything, should enlarge the area.

In these current economic times, the question was asked how the significant
increase could be justified.

Richard Brooks said: “We have to accept that we are competing with other events
and other sports.”

He added that there would be no significant increase in ticket prices, and that the
funding for the Master Plan would be raised through internal resources.

Ros Satar is a British Journalist- an IT journalist by day, and a sports journalist in all
the gaps in between. She is the co-founder of Britwatch Sports (britwatchsports.com).
Follow her on twitter at@rfsatar.
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Ivanovic Moves Past
Martic
MAY 26, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

By Ros Satar

(May 26, 2013) PARIS – Serbia’s Ana Ivanovic came through a sticky spell to win in
three sets against Croatia’s Petra Martic, in her first round match 6-1, 3-6, 6-3.

Ivanovic, who has not made it past the fourth round since winning Roland-Garros in
2008, started the more aggressive with an early break.

The crowd started to try and get behind Martic, who played a bit more
competitively for the next couple of games, pushing with break point chances in the
fifth game, but still just not quite able to take them.

Ivanovic needed just the one set point to take the lead.

It was a better start by Martic in the second set, as Ivanovic’s serve started to falter a
little, with the set quickly getting away from the Serbian.

Martic looked tight serving out for the second set, starting with a double fault, and
handing Ivanovic a lifeline to get to deuce with another one, before finally nailing
the set on her second set point.

In almost a repeat of the first set, Ivanovic raced ahead to a 5-1 lead, in fairness
more down to Martic leaking errors.

Martic rallied a little, bringing breaking Ivanovic while serving for the match, but at
the second time of asking, Ivanovic sealed the match.

Ivanovic said: “I knew I had to step up and be aggressive and put pressure on her.

“And I’m just very happy to close that match.”

“Obviously it was a bit of up-and-down game today,” the Serb added. I started
really well, played very aggressive. And in the second set I kind of let her back in a
little bit. She started serving better, going for her shots and mixing up a lot of
dropshots and slices.

“Then in the third set I stepped up again. Once, you know, I was 5-Love up she
started swinging a little more. And I still had chances, still played good tennis, I
felt. But I’m really happy. I managed to close the match at 5-3.”

Ivanovic will face either Chanelle Scheepers or Mathilde Johansson in the second
round.

http://archive01.tennispanorama.com/?p=38215

Venus Williams Falls to
Urszula Radwanska in
Paris First Round
MAY 26, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

Venus Williams

By Ros Satar
(May 26, 2013) PARIS – It as a battle of older and younger siblings, that neither
player was a stranger to – but Sunday the younger Radwanska (Urszula) got the
better of Williams the elder (Venus) in an epic three setter, 7-6 (5), 6-7 (4), 6-4 lasting
over 3 hours.

No. 40 Radwanska got an early break to lead 30th seed Williams throughout most of
the first set, until serving for the set at 5-4.

A string of errors leveled the score, only for Williams to be broken straight back to
love.

Serving for the set again Radwanska seemed tight, throwing in a double fault in the
middle of the game, and giving Williams her second successive break to take the
first set into a tie-break.

Williams fought back from 1-6 down, closing the deficit to 5-6, before handing the
set away on an error.

The second set saw Venus take a lead at 5-3, but Radwanska fought back to force
another tiebreak, before speeding ahead to a 4-0 lead.

Another great fight back from Williams took the match into a deciding set, in the
dwindling light.

It was as if the effort to level the match had taken it out of Williams as Radwanska
stretched to a 5-1 lead.

With Williams serving to stay in the match, with perhaps only 15-20 minutes more of
light left, it was the trigger for another fight back, to bring things up to 5-4.

Serving it out for the second time, Radwanska and Venus were literally the last ones
standing, as the one remaining match was suspended for bad light.

After 3 hours and 19 minutes, Radwanska took it after Venus sent a backhand into
the net.

Venus has been troubled by a back injury since late March, and it showed at times,
with her movement definitely affected.

She said: “Sometimes you can just play yourself into the tournaments, and maybe if
I was able to win that match maybe I could have continued to play better off the
ground.

“I’m not sure how much better I could play off the serve.

“That’s sometimes how it works in tennis, but it’s just been a very challenging injury
for me.”

Venus still intends to play in the doubles with sister, Serena – currently the bookies’
favorite for the title.

She said: “I think that Serena has to do all the work.

“I will stay at the net and volley, and she’ll do everything else.”

This loss marked the first time that Venus Williams has lost in the first round of the
French Open since 2001.

http://archive01.tennispanorama.com/?p=38250

Wozniacki Ends FiveMatch Skid with Win over
Robson in Paris
MAY 27, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

“Austin Powers” and Caroline Wozniacki

By Ros Satar
(May 27, 2013) PARIS – Caroline Wozniacki booked her place into the second round
with a straight sets win over British No. 1 Laura Robson 6-3, 6-2.

Despite having early round exits in the clay tournaments preceding the French
Open, the Dane seemed to settle into her rhythm earlier than Robson.

Had Robson made more of the three break point opportunities, things may have
been a different story.

Robson said: “If I had taken those, maybe it would have been a different match.

“After that, I kind of was just going for a little bit too much.

“She moves so well, so I was just trying to get her out of the court.”

Wozniacki broke first, thanks to two Robson double faults, and although she was
able to break back, she could not keep a handle on the errors.

Things did not improve for her in the second set, with two breaks for the Dane.

A late break back for Robson was not enough to stop the 10 th seed as she progresses
to the second round.

Wozniacki had an indifferent clay campaign preceding the French Open, and was
happy to get the win.

She said: “I went into the match believing in myself and believing that, you know, I
was going out there to win, of course.

“I knew it was going to be a tough match because Laura is a great player.”

She also shed some light about what her new coach should be able to provide, in
light of her father, Piotr’s announcement that he would be taking a back seat in
terms of his daughter’s career.

“It’s important to find the balance between someone who is really good and can
push you on the court but also lets you live your life off the court.”

Wozniacki will meet Serbia’s Jovanovski in the second round.

http://archive01.tennispanorama.com/?p=38268

Sharapova Makes Quick
Work of Hsieh in First
Round of French Open
MAY 27, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

By Ros Satar

(May 27, 2013) PARIS – In a court change that saw the defending French Open
champion sensibly moved over from Chatrier to Lenglen, Maria Sharapova made
light work of Su-Wei Hsieh 6-2, 6-1.

As the temperature cooled for the evening, Sharapova quickly took the first three
games and stayed a break ahead until she broke Hsieh again to take the first set in
just 27 minutes.

After breaking Hsieh again to lead 3-1, and twice after that sealed the match in 53
minutes.

It had been a long day for the defending champion, and she had come to the park
early to prepare, and seemed to be un-phased by the court move.

Given the choice between delaying her first round match, with disruptions due to
bad weather likely over the next two days, and playing her match as scheduled this
evening, it seemed like the right move.

She joked in her news conference instead about Skyping with her father whenever
she wanted to talk to her dog, and how pleased she was to have her mother
travelling with her.

She will face up and coming teenager Eugenie Bouchard from Canada in her second
round.
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Jankovic Squeaks by the
Rain and Hantuchova at
French Open
MAY 28, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

By Ros Satar

(May 28, 2013) PARIS - Jelena Jankovic advanced to the second round, in a tight
straight sets win over Daniela Hantuchova, in a match disrupted by rain.
Both players just looked relieved to be able to get underway, and Jankovic was
rewarded with an early break as Hantuchova was still struggling to find her range.
However, once Hantuchova got into her stride, she was having a lot of luck moving
Jankovic out wide and out of position, firing down some classy winners.
Jankovic missed three set points, but made up for it serving it out, moving forward
and finishing the set off with a couple of neat volleys at the net. Hantuchova roared
into the second set, really going for her shots and painting the corners and the lines,
as the momentum definitely seemed to have deserted the Serb.
Hantuchova swept to a 5-0 lead in a marked contrast to some of her games in the
first set, while Jankovic looked all at sea, being yanked around the court.
Having built up a 5-0 lead, a couple of disputed calls seemed to rattle Hantuchova,
who promptly double-faulted, and Jankovic finally got herself on the board on her
third break point chance.
Before either Jankovic or the crowd had a chance to see if this was the start of a
comeback, the women came off rapidly for another rain break – quite a while before
any other courts followed suit.
At the re-start the Serb started the more aggressively, breaking Hantuchova again,
and finally getting on even terms.
The tiebreak was a tight affair, with the pair trading mini-breaks until Jankovic was
able to nail the win on her third match point.
She admitted afterwards that the rain delay had come at just the right time for her.
“I wasn’t satisfied with the way I played that second set,” she said.
“I changed some things tactically and came out much stronger after the rain delay
so it helped me a lot.”
It has been a difficult day, and there have been a lot of scratching heads at the
number of doubles matches starting with a backlog building already from today,
and with more bad weather forecast for tomorrow.
But Jelena shrugged that off.

“You never know when you’re going to go on court so you always have to be on alert
and just ready to go on at any time.
“You’ve got to do your job, you’ve got to perform.
“So I was ready, I was prepared mentally for that and actually the rain helped me
today so I don’t want to complain (laughing).”
Going into this match, Jankovic was 5-3 in the head-to-head, and 3-2 on clay but
gave credit where it was due.
“She [Hantuchova] was returning those balls so deep and she was not giving me a
chance to attack or play my game so credit to her, she did very well.
“Then I managed after the rain delay to regroup and figure out my way to win.”
The players were taken off earlier than the other courts, and the rain had not
actually started, but the umpires were informed a shower was coming, and it
obviously affected Hantuchova’s momentum.
She said: “So many things that can affect one match like this.
“It was very unfortunate that we had to play against each other in the first round.
“But I respect Jelena very much – we’ve had so many great matches in the past, it’s
always fun to play her.”

http://archive01.tennispanorama.com/?p=38325

Baltacha’s Comeback
Trail
MAY 29, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

By Ros Satar
(May 28, 2013) You could be forgiven for thinking you were sitting in another first
round winner’s news conference, but the joy of being able to compete at the top tier
was evident for Elena Baltacha, despite a 6-2, 6-0 defeat to Marina Erakovic.

Elena Baltacha has been through more in a tennis career than most people
experience in their lives, suffering from a chronic liver condition and constant injury
issues.

After the London 2012 Olympics, Baltacha knew that she needed surgery on her
ankle, and took 9 months off the tour, but despite yesterday’s defeat, she was
pleasantly upbeat and enthused.

Of her first round match, she said: “I started quite well, but she was guns blazing
everywhere.

“I think on the whole she just played an unbelievable match, and I just couldn’t hurt
her with anything today.”

There is no doubting Baltacha’s resolve – analyzing Erakovic’s playing form – but
alas Erakovic went off script in a late-scheduled match due to the rain disruptions.

Baltacha returned to the tour on clay (ITF- Pelham, USA) but had to retire with
cramp during a three-hour match.

But it was at Great Britain’s Fed Cup tie against Argentina that gave her a boost.

“Obviously getting picked to play at Fed Cup was brilliant – that gave me a lot of
confidence knowing that Judy was very confident in playing me.

“When your captain says I think you’re ready to go after only banking one match,
that gave me a lot of confidence and I knew I was playing very well.”

There was nothing but heart in that match, but as it crept to a third set, you had to
feel that the momentum would slide.

But as comebacks go, that match set down a marker.

“Am I going to grumble in my 6th tournament back? – No.
“It’s going really well – It’s going to happen and that’s it.”

Making use of her protected ranking helped, and can be used for eight tournaments
and one slam throughout the year, from when she rejoined the tour in April 2013.

“It’s not a bad point to start off with I think,” she said.

“I’ve got points to defend – I’ve got quite a few coming up but then after what
would have been the Olympics (July) I have nothing to defend until April so it would
give me a good run.

“I have to be careful, I’ve got to be smart as to where I am going to use my protected
[ranking].”

Ranked now at 200, it must be hoped/assumed that the AELTC would consider
Baltacha for a wildcard for Wimbledon, hence her decision to use her Slam
protected ranking here.

She explained: “Just initially on the comeback, [to] feel like part of that main draw
again and also on the clay see what I can do.
“A lot of the girls are brought up on clay and qualifying is always very difficult here.
“I thought it would be quite good to have a pop at main draw.”

LTA coach Louis Cayer has now come on board Baltacha’s training regime, an she
credits him with helping her improve her game.

“He’s added a lot of amazing things to my game.
“I know definitely I’m a better player than what I was before so I just have to keep
chipping away at that and I know it will come good in the end.”

Of course returning to the tour after a break of nine months gave rise to some
amusement.

She joked: “It’s been brilliant catching up with some of the girls, being on that scene
again, hitting with he girls and rubbing shoulders again.
“Some players are like what’s happened to you, I haven’t seen you for like nine
months.
“I was thinking what can I make up – see how far the rumour spreads.”

And when talk turned to the grass season, the level of enthusiasm was genuine –
she is very excited to get the grass shoes on again, and try out the new aspects of
her game.

Her plans include Nottingham, Eastbourne and Wimbledon.

Baltacha is approaching everything with a renewed focus that only comes from
being given another chance in a job you love.

“I think if you’re not careful you can just get into that grind-it-out mode week to
week.

“You can just take for granted what you have – lose that love for it, and I think that’s
what happened to me.”

The path ahead is not going to be easy, but if anyone has the resolve to do it, all
again, Elena Baltacha does and with that much enthusiasm – she’ll outlast us all.
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American Jamie Hampton
Upsets Safarova at French
Open
MAY 29, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

(May 29, 2013) American Jamie Hampton stunned the 25th seed Lucie Safarova 76(5), 3-6, 9-7 on Wednesday in the first round of the French Open. Hampton rallied
after Safarova served for the match at 7-6 in the third set.
For Hampton, it’s her first career French Open match win. Despite 50 unforced
errors, she put seven aces past the Czech in the 2 1/2-hour match.
“Lucie is a very tough competitor and she stayed a really even keep throughout the
match, I was kinda like this emotionally,” Hampton said.
“She’s a really great shot maker as well and I think everyone saw that, especially at
the end.
“I’m just happy to come through with the win and have my first Roland-Garros main
draw win.”

Hampton moves into the second round to join nine other U.S. women in advanced
that far. Fifteen U.S. women began the tournament in the singles draw.
“I mean a couple of years ago, we weren’t even in the same there wasn’t even a
group of us,” Hampton said about the strides American women are making in tennis
these days.
“We’ve progressed, and I think the whole group will continue to progress, and we’ve
all got really good games.
“We’re just trying to find our way on the clay right now.”
Hampton admits that she is still finding her way on clay.
“It’s tougher,” Hampton said.
“The American style is a little more powerful and a little less patience and it’s tough
to translate that from hard to clay.
“It’s definitely doable – I just think it takes a lot of determination, a lot of patience in
general.”
Hampton continued: “I think my game has more dimensions than other players so it
gives me a few more options even clay is not my best surface, or it’s not my favorite,
or you know if it’s annoying me, if I am not hitting one shot great I can go to a plan
b.”
The 23 year-old Hampton has moved up in the rankings from 70th in the beginning of
the year to No. 54 after making WTA Tour semifinals at Auckland and Brussels.
She severely tested Victoria Azarenka in the third round of this past Australian Open
extending the eventual Australian Open Champion to three sets 6-4, 4-6, 62. Hampton injured her back during that match. She says that her injury has been
better since Australia.
“The trainers have done a really good job of keeping me in one piece, “Hampton
said.
She’ll face qualifier Anna Karolina Schmiedlova of Slovakia for a place in the third
round.
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Heather Watson Back
From Glandular Fever,
Loses First Match But Not
Fighting Spirit
MAY 29, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

By Ros Satar
(May 29, 2013) PARIS – As much as she put up a spirited defense, in her first match
back after illness, Britain’s Heather Watson bowed out in the first round to
Switzerland’s Stefanie Voegele 6-4, 2-6, 6-4.
Watson looked to be hitting cleanly through the ball but the first break came quickly
for Voegele.

Watson seemed afflicted with a lack of first serves and even though at times she
returned to the depth and pace of shot from her earlier games, it was not consistent
enough to stop the first set going to the Swiss.
The second set started with three successive breaks before Watson settled into a
more aggressive routine as Voegele’s serve deserted her.
Watson was the more dominant on Voegele’s weaker second serves, breaking her in
her last two service games to take the second set.
Voegele took a break at that point, and on the restart, the momentum swung back
towards the Swiss, breaking Watson in the first game.
Watson had her chances to level with Voegele serving at 4-3 but as the three break
points came and went, so did Watson’s chance of being the sole British singles’
survivor.
A convincing hold to love sealed the set for Voegele.
At her post match news conference, Watson said: “I thought I had a good draw and
a good chance to get through to the next round.
“I knew it was going to be tough my first match back. But still I’m super
disappointed I lost.”
Watson said she did not feel as fit as she should be, but seemed to be more troubled
with a recurrence of an elbow issue during the match, which ironically helped her,
more than hindering her.
“I hit a serve in the beginning of the second set, and I felt my elbow hurting a bit, so I
kind of took a bit off.
“I think that did me good.
“I made a few more first serves and ended up winning that set.”
Watson took time out of the tour to recover from glandular fever, finding out she
was getting over the illness after a round of frustrating early tournament losses.
But thankfully, unless she feels faint or anything out of the ordinary, she is now just
focused on getting back on track, building up slowly.

It is not just the physical side to contend with, though, reflecting on a couple of
areas for improvement on the comeback trail.
She explained: “It’s being ready for the next shot and getting ready.
“I’ll just kind of hit a serve and just kind of stand there and expect it to come back to
me.
“Also just focus, point in, point out, just the whole way through a match.
“I lost that a bit today.”
Watson is not done here yet, though.
She partners Ukranian Irina Buryachok in the women’s doubles and Britain’s Jonny
Marray in the mixed doubles.
One thing is for sure – Watson has not lost that fighting spirit; she just needs the
sharpness to come at the right time for the next slam.

http://archive01.tennispanorama.com/?p=38379

Jamie Murray and John
Peers – Inside a New
Doubles Pairing
MAY 30, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

By Ros Satar
(May 29, 2013) PARIS – On a late afternoon and a rare sunny day in Paris, people are
jostling and bustling in this first week to pick up seats on the outside courts, as the
doubles start to get underway.
To some fans, the main allure is a show court with the big names, but there are just
as many people, fans from all countries who queue for a chance to see some fastpaced close-court action.
Of course for most mainstream observers of tennis, back in Britain, with Heather
Watson’s defeat in the women’s singles, Roland-Garros is over, isn’t it?
Not so, and Watson is still slated for both the women’s doubles and the mixed
(partnering Jonny Marray).
And in a quiet corner of the park, a Murray (Andy’s older brother, and doubles
specialist Jamie) and Australian partner John Peers, quietly, but determinedly
made their way through the first round, beating the 15th seeds Julian
Knowle and Filip Polasek.
The match itself was a tight affair, both tie-break sets, a couple of breaks a-piece in
the second set with the Brit/Aussie pairing triumphing 7-6(5), 7-6(5).
For those who follow more the doubles tournament, resembles a bizarre tennis
equivalent of e-Harmony with players switching around all the time.
Murray has played with numerous players over the last few years, and when
schedules did not work out for Peers with fellow Australian John-Patrick Smith, the
pair got together after the Australian Open.

Murray said: “I asked him after Australia what he was planning to do, his schedule–
neither of us really had a partner so we thought we’d give it a go.
“He came over to Europe, we played Europe for 3 or 4 weeks and then we were out
in North America for a while – it’s been good.”
When it comes to the Masters, though, it is the time when players lower down the
rankings often pair up with other players, often singles players with higher rankings,
and the Murray brothers took a spin at Indian Wells for a couple of rounds.
This pairing has been together for around 4 months now, and saw them claim the
scalp of the Bryan brothers for the ATP 250 title in Houston, which was Peers’ first
title, and Murray’s eighth.
But such is the way of things, the following week as top seeds in the ATP Challenger
in Sarasota, they fell in the first round to the eventual winners of the title.
Murray explained: “That’s the thing with tennis, you win a tournament, you finish on
the weekend, you go to the next one on Monday and everything starts from zero
again.
It’s difficult, especially after having such a big high, we lost to two good players.
Peers added: “They won the tournament.”
Being able to watch the doubles up close, on a smaller court, you are privy to more
nuances of the relationship than you might perhaps pick up on the screen.
Out on court, Peers is quite vocal but the pair encourage each other all the while.
Murray said: “The last few tournaments we’ve had good team work on the court, a
good energy going.
“It comes through on the court playing, and that’s the most important thing.”
Off court, Jamie recently competed alongside other Scottish sporting legends in the
inaugural Celebrity Cup, which helped raise £65,000 for the Elizabeth
Montgomerie Foundation, established in 2007 by golfer Colin Montgomerie in
memory of his mother, who died of cancer.
As well as that, Murray is also heavily involved in the Set4Sport initiative,
championed by his mother Judy.

And Peers would like to eventually be able to participate in Australian initiatives.
He said: “You’ve got to try and give back a little bit where you can because everyone
else has done it before.
“Got to keep trying to get the ball rolling and get people interested in tennis.”
The difficulty though is that after the Australian swing, players find themselves
away from home for almost the rest of the year, but Peers was optimistic.
“If we have some good results, definitely the schedule’s going to change so you can
pick and choose your weeks – and you can get home for a couple of weeks.
“So hopefully we can keep going in the right direction and we can actually play the
schedule we want to.”
Playing in the Slams is different now to the format on the tour, with No-Advantage
games and a match tiebreak shoot-out in the deciding set.
Murray said: “Here you would expect that the best team on the day will win,
whereas when we play the other scoring that doesn’t necessarily happen but here
you can get away with a couple of lucky shots.
“You get the chance of being at deuce and it’s not just one point that wins the
game.
“You’ve really got to earn your game.”
The pair’s plans after Roland Garros will see them at Queens, Eastbourne and
Wimbledon.
Murray and Peers will face Juan Sebastian Cabal and Robert Farah, who put out Ken
Skupski (GBR) and Xavier Malisse (BEL) in the first round.
http://archive01.tennispanorama.com/?p=38422

Sharapova Completes
Rain-Delayed Victory over
Bouchard
MAY 31, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

By Ros Satar

(May 31, 2013) PARIS – Fans who braved the constant downpour were unlucky not
enough to see the completion of No. 2 seed Maria Sharapova’s match against
Canadian teen Eugenie Bouchardat Roland Garros on Friday.

Bouchard held her opening serve, but from then on it was one-way traffic in the first
set, before rain stopped play with Sharapova leading 4-1.

With a restart under diminishing light, around 8pm CET, Sharapova found herself
defending break points in both her games, before finally taking the first set.

The second set saw Bouchard get the first break, only for there to be two more in
succession.

As the rain started to fall yet again on the late evening crowd, Sharapova showed
absolutely no signs of wanting to come off, as Bouchard appealed to the umpire to
come down from his sheltered canopy and see the conditions for himself.

With the Canadian serving at 2-4 Adv-40, the play was finally suspended for the day
– with Sharapova looking none too happy.

The restart today was quick with Bouchard holding the game left in the balance, the
night before.

However, Sharapova delivered the final coup-de-grace, breaking the teenager to
advance into the third round 6-2, 6-4, where she will meet Zheng Jie.

Sharapova had to admit that despite wanting to stay out last night to finish the
remaining games, it really was not an option.

“Well, at 8:45, I think when it was still raining, it was pretty tough to continue.

“Overall I was just happy that I finished the match and on to the next round.”

http://archive01.tennispanorama.com/?p=38454

Radwanska Closes Out
Full Day’s Play With A
Win
MAY 31, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

Agniezska Radwanska

By Ros Satar
(May 31, 2013) Fourth seed Agnieszka Radwanska closed out an uninterrupted
day’s play with a straight sets 6-3, 6-4 win over Dinah Pfizenmaier to book her slot
in the fourth round of Roland Garros.
Taking to the court in the late evening, Radwanska wanted to waste no time, but
did not have it all her own way.
Pfizenmaier, who put out Radwanska’s younger sister in the second round, had
Radwanska against the ropes, but the Pole rallied to win the next three games on
the run.
She explained: “I’m just very happy that I finished that match, as it was tough
especially in the end of the second set 4-3 down and break points down as well.

“I knew it was getting dark, it was after 9 and I just wanted the finish the match so
badly, I think it was good motivation.”
Smiling, she acknowledged that her sister Urszula had been of some help in terms
of tactics.
“She told me a couple of tips about her, especially that I didn’t know her before and
it always a bit tricky to play someone that you don’t know,” acknowledging it had
been some measure of revenge.
Had Radwanska Junior won, she would have faced her older sister in the next round
and Agnieszka said that it would have been nicer if they could have been drawn to
meet later.
Although the rain mercifully stayed off for the day, the win had picked up making
the conditions on court quite tricky, but in the end experience won the day for
Radwanska.
“I think I was a bit more solid in the end and I really wanted to finish that set.
“I think the serve was much better and especially in the last game was a couple of
good shots from me.”
Radwanska will face Serbia’s Ana Ivanovic in the fourth round.

http://archive01.tennispanorama.com/?p=38506

Jankovic Slays Semifinal
Demons in a Three-Set
Thriller
JUNE 1, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

By Ros Satar
(June 1, 2013) PARIS -With so many competitive matches on the schedule on
Saturday, the Roland-Garros site had hyped up the Jelena Jankovic – Sam
Stosur contest as their one to watch – and they were not wrong.
Three years ago, many thought Jankovic’s best chance at a major title run was right
here, but the semi-final against Sam Stosur was a very one-sided affair.
Stosur effectively closed down all elements of Jankovic’s counter-punching style
that day, and went through to the final for the loss of just three games.
For a small time, it looked as though history might repeat itself, as the first set went
Stosur’s way quite rapidly.
The pair traded breaks in the second before Jankovic was able to make that decisive
break at 4-3, serving it out convincingly.

Things remained close with breaks between them until Jankovic broke again to lead
5-4.
Three match points came and went for Jankovic, who then had to save a break point
before finally converting on her fourth match point, finishing with an ace.
Jankovic will face USA’s Jamie Hampton, who beat Petra Kvitova earlier today in
another tight 3-set match.
Stosur was very honest about the way things had gone today.
She said: “I think that I was pretty much in control of the match and then at 3-all I
felt that I was setting the point up and then missed those shots to win the point.”
Although she had fought back from 0-3 down, it proved to be too big a hole to come
back from.
She concluded: “I’m very disappointed and it’s kind of hard to take a little bit.
“I thought I played well enough for the majority of the match to be through.
Obviously I didn’t do enough, and didn’t do it at the right time, or whatever and
yeah – I find myself out of the tournament.”
Jankovic also shared some insight into how the first set had got away from her, in
much the same way as the 2010 semi-final.
She said: “I had difficulty returning her serve and obviously when I don’t return well
she starts controlling the point.
“She takes real advantage of that and she starts pushing me around then court and
it’s difficult.
“She starts spinning that forehand and its very heavy and then I’m in trouble, so my
goal was to return the serve as deep as I can and get back in the court.”
Mentally, Jankovic seems to have found herself, and gave a fairly brutal assessment
of her form in the past year, given that her next opponent (Jamie Hampton) beat her
in Indian Wells in 2012.
“I was losing to pretty much everyone at the time, at that stage and I was playing
really badly and my level of tennis was not there.”
Hampton came through a tough 3-set match of her own, beating Petra Kvitova.

Jankovic said: “Obviously she’s playing very well, she’s beaten some top players.
“We’re now in the fourth round so you have to be playing very well to get there.”
“She has a tough game, she’s a tough opponent to play against, she has a big
forehand.”
When Jankovic is up, she is very up, and given that she plays her next round of
women’s doubles tomorrow, and has yet to kick off her mixed doubles campaign
(partnering Leander Paes) – how will she find the time?
She joked: “I am a woman in demand, huh?
“It’s OK, I’ll play them all, and then I’ll die at the end.”
But all joking aside – Jankovic has started playing a lot more doubles this year, in
order to add elements to her game, that have often been noted as lacking.
She concluded: “When I play doubles it helps me, improves my return, my
transitions game, my volleys.
“Even in the singles I think I did very well when I was volleying today, when I was
coming forward so I’m learning and improving that part which is great”

http://archive01.tennispanorama.com/?p=38470

Sloane Stephens Triumphs
in the Bullring at Roland
Garros
JUNE 1, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

By Ros Satar
(June 1, 2013) PARIS – USA’s Sloane Stephens came through a tight three-setter,
against Marina Erakovic of New Zealand 6-4, 6-7(5), 6-3.
In a court that looked more like a bull-ring with two gladiatrices battering the fluff of
innocent tennis balls, Stephens picked up her pace after losing a grueling 2 nd set.
First blood in the bull-ring went to Stephens with an early break – her sustained
pressure at the end of the set just making Erakovic rush her shots.
But the level of play from the New Zealander whipped up a gear in the second set,
although both players had a spell of four successive breaks in the middle.

Stephens let a mini-break advantage slip by and could not quite get back on terms
in a grueling set that lasted a little over the hour mark.
The final set saw the umpire dock Erakovic a point, serving at 1-2 for a coaching
violation, and it saw the first break of the final set.
But Stephens could not consolidate that advantage, finally breaking decisively at 43 as Erakovic’s first serve went walkabout.
A commanding hold to love booked a place in the fourth round for the second year
in a row.
There was a lot to be positive about in her post-match press conference.
She said: “I felt like I played well the whole time; she played some really good
tennis.
“Like my coach always says, you have to respect the other player and what they’re
doing.
“Fortunately I got W at the end.”
She confessed that this was her favorite Slam, dating back to appearances here as a
junior, and this is one slam she would love to win.
Since exiting in the fourth round last year, Stephens has reached the semifinal of
the Australian Open, and is now ranked in the top 20.
“I think every Grand Slam I’m getting closer and closer and closer.
“You just got to keep plugging away, and hopefully eventually I’ll have that big
trophy.”
Stephens will have to battle Maria Sharapova next in the fourth round.

http://archive01.tennispanorama.com/?p=38523

Kuznetsova Wins the
Battle of the Grinders,
Advances to Quarterfinals
JUNE 2, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

By Ros Satar
(June 2, 2013) PARIS – A former winner of Roland Garros showed what took her to
the title, as the 2009 champion Svetlana Kuznetsova beat Angelique Kerber 6-4,
4-6, 6-3 to advance to the quarterfinals.
It may not have been the prettiest tennis from time to time, and the grinding,
grueling rallies could be soporific in the sunshine, but both showed they were
capable of mixing their game.
Drop shots, winners and breaks were traded back and forth between them in two
tight first sets, but it was in the third that Kuznetsova really stepped up, getting the
better of the ball-battering rallies.
After going down an early break at the start of the third set, Kuznetsova reversed
the decline, digging in to save break points on her serve to pull off a big hold for 4-1.

From then on it was plain sailing, to keep her nose ahead for a place in the quarterfinal, where she will face Serena Williams, who dispatched Roberta Vinci in
straights sets.
Kuznetsova did not want to get drawn into comparisons with her run to the
championship in 2009
“I think it’s too far ahead still, but it’s always great memories, you know, to play
here, and it’s a pleasure.”
Is Kuznetsova flying under the radar? She does not believe so.
“I don’t care if I’m under or not under or flying or standing or whatever it is. I just go
out there and try to play my game.”
Looking ahead to her match with Williams, there is that quiet, understated belief –
provided she has a decent day at the office.
“I believe that I have game and my good days, as well,” she said.
“She’s just a fighter.
“Let’s cross fingers I will have a good day that one.”

http://archive01.tennispanorama.com/?p=38519

Serena Williams Breezes
Through Vinci, Sets Up
Quarterfinal with
Kuznetsova
JUNE 2, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

By Ros Satar
(June 2, 2013) PARIS – Serena Williams notched another straight sets victory over
Roberta Vinci 6-1, 6-3, before trying out more French on the Court Phillipe Chatrier
crowd, although, to be fair, many of the games were well fought and close.

Vinci was a lot more competitive in the second set, holding her serve much more
capably throughout the second set, including a half volley winner.
That was the trigger, though, for Williams to change through her gears, responding
with a both a break and a hold to love to set up an quarter final bout with 2009
champion, Svetlana Kuznetsova.

At times looking at those Vinci winners in disbelief, and at times tried by her
forehand being magnetically drawn to the net, Williams was happy to continue her
current run of form.

“Every match I’m really I think focused for the whole period of time, the whole
time,” said the world No. 1.

“I think I just really -- I really want it, every match.”

Williams had a game plan for what Vinci would throw at her, but some of the best
shots in the match were with both of them up at the net.

Williams explained: “You go crosscourt, down the line, you can go lob, go at their
feet.

“You have so many options, and then you have to be ready for the next shot.

“I think it’s fun. It makes it really fast and fun for me.”

Looking ahead to her quarter-final with Svetlana Kuznetsova, Williams believed it
will be one to watch.

She said: “The last time we played here she won, so that will probably get her
pumped up and she’s on a comeback.

“She has nothing to lose but everything to gain. She also wants to do well, and she’s
won this tournament before.”

Perhaps the thing that has challenged Williams the most (outside of the weather) is
speaking French for her post-match on-court interview.

She negotiated questions about being in the second week of the slam, and how she
felt about her form and, it has to be said, seemed to answer fairly competently.

She freely admitted, though that it is harder to conduct her interview in French,
than to close out a match.

http://archive01.tennispanorama.com/?p=38531

Another Late Night
Victory for Radwanska,
Conquers Ivanovic
JUNE 2, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

By Ros Satar

(June 2, 1013) PARIS – It was another late start for Roland Garros 4th
seed Agnieszka Radwanskaand from the outset, the games were going to be long
rallies on Sunday.

Ana Ivanovic’s opening game saw 8 deuces before Radwanska could nail the break,
forging ahead to enough of a lead, to give her the first set 6-2.

Double-faults seemed to plague the Serb, as Radwanska quickly broke to build up
another lead.

With the light fading fast, and definitely not enough to last for a third set,
Radwanska piled on the pressure, forcing errors from the 14th seed Ivanovic.

It felt as though she was trying to match Radwanska in mixing up where she could,
but as though she could not quite execute as sharply.

And after losing the match on a double fault 6-2, 6-2, there was some honest
reflection from Ivanovic in her post match news conference.

Ivanovic said: “I think it was maybe my serve and a few loose errors.

“There is a point where it’s frustrating and you have to stick through with it at some
moments I didn’t and that made a big difference today.”

Ivanovic admitted that Radwanska makes you feel like you have to do more to get
past her, and that perhaps that made Ivanovic rush – certainly something that could
be seen with the number of double faults today.

But in comparing herself to the person who won the 2008 French Open, she sees an
improvement – and room to grow further.

She said: “I am definitely more complete.

“It’s just that at the time I had more confidence at the high level and that’s
something I put myself in a position to play against these top players.

“I just have to break through – I did that in Madrid and I really want to make that
step forward.”

Radwanska had just been relieved to come through another late start.

Knowing that the light would start failing around 9pm, she was more motivated in
the last few games to turn the screw, even joking that the first two games taking
almost 15 minutes really did not help.

One of the highlights of the match was a “tweener” shot, that surprised even
Radwanska.

She said: “It was the only way to hit that ball.

“I had nothing to lose, I just hit it and yeah it was in, so I was surprised a little bit but
then excited that I did it.”

Perhaps the 15 minute, two-game experience will help – in Radwanska’s last game
with her next opponent (Sara Errani), she played over three and a half hours, and
had to play the semi-final the next day hardly able to move.

She said: “That match cost me a lot of energy and power.
“Like I was saying before I will have to prepare for a lot of rallies, a lot of running and
for a good match.

“And this is the quarter finals, it doesn’t matter who’s on the other side of the net –
they’re going to be someone good.”

http://archive01.tennispanorama.com/?p=38563

Easy Does It For Azarenka
– Reaches Third French
Quarterfinal
JUNE 3, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

By Ros Satar
(June 3, 2013) PARIS – It started as a baseline battle for the former world No.
1 Victoria Azarenka, and ended up as easy as a walk along the Champs Élysées, as
the third seed reeled off 7 games in a row to win 6-3, 6-0 over Francesca Schiavone.
Conditions were cloudy and breezy on court today with Azarenka opting to stay
warm with leggings on throughout the match.
Things started promisingly for the Belarusian with an early break in the third game,
but that was then the start of a bit of a break-fest.

The women traded 5 successive breaks in a row, before Azarenka managed a hold,
and it was to be the start of her run of games to the end.
Schiavone at times seemed to be struggling with her serve, stuttering her feet as if
to try and catch up with a wandering ball toss.
It was a costly shuffle, with a couple of foot-faults which hardly helped her cause
today.
At her post match conference, Schiavone acknowledged that a good serve was very
important today, but that it had not been the contributing factor.
“She [Azarenka] has an intensity & high level for an hour and a half, and I had [it] for
[a] shorter time.
“I have to be used to keep going that way, and I think that was the key.”
Azarenka gave credit to her opponent, despite such a dominating win.
She said: “It was definitely a very good challenge for me to play against Francesca,
especially knowing how well she’s done here in the past.
“I’m glad with the way I played today.
“I just always try to take it one at a time, and I know the next match will have
nothing to do with what happened today.”
She felt that she was finally learning what she needed to do to improve on the
surface.
“I understand that it’s not about the game that you really have to adjust. It’s about
your movement.
“You have to not only think of how you move left to right but how you come [with]
small steps to the ball.
Azarenka reaches her third quarter-final, having reached it twice before in 2009 and
2011.
Azarenka has never progressed further than the QF in 7 years.

She concluded: “I’m excited, you know, definitely that all the preparation I have
been doing is doing well.
“It’s definitely a great opportunity to take that step.”
Azarenka will face Russia’s Maria Kirilenko, who defeated Bethanie MattekSands 7-5, 6-4, and knows it will be a tough match to come through.
“She’s definitely improved a lot over the last couple years since she’s very motivated
player.”
Azarenka leads their head–to-head 3-2, and the pair have never met on clay.

http://archive01.tennispanorama.com/?p=38569

With a Heavy Heart
Djokovic Rallies Past
Kohlschreiber to Gain
Quarters at French Open
JUNE 3, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

By Ros Satar
(June 3, 2013) PARIS – World No. 1 Novak Djokovic dropped his first set of the
tournament againstPhilipp Kohlschreiber, but rallied impressively to win in four
sets 4-6, 6-3, 6-4, 6-4 on Monday at Roland Garros.

Djokovic has had a couple of difficult days, since learning of the death of one of his
earliest coaches,Jelena Gencic after his straight sets win over Grigor Dimitrov.

His team had kept the news from him, and once told, he was too distraught to do his
post match news conference.

His early demeanor in the first set suggested he was still a little distracted by the
news, getting bothered by calls, with labored movement and giving his racquet a bit
of a clobbering.

Kohlschreiber took advantage of Djokovic’s flatness , taking the first set.

By the second set, the Serb looked a little more dialed in to the match, breaking the
German to lead 3-1, before having to save four break points to consolidate, and stay
ahead to level the score.

Kohlschreiber’s frustration mounted in the third as another early break kept the
world no. 1 just ahead to lead by two sets to one.

There was some comfort, after suffering two more breaks in the fourth set,
Kohlschreiber did manage to save a match point, and converted his third break
point as Djokovic was serving for the match.

The Serb let one match point slip at his second attempt, but a backhand, cross-court
winner put him a quarter-final berth, to face Tommy Haas.

He acknowledged that Kohlschreiber had been quick to exploit his own slow start,
and has had some big upsets in his career on a bigger stage.

He said: “In the start he was more aggressive. I was, you know, still trying to find the
rhythm on the court.”

“I needed to earn my victory, and in the end it was good. You know, I’m really glad
to get through, because he’s a good quality opponent.”

Of course, it was inevitable in his post-match conference that he would be asked
about the passing on of his early coach Jelena Gencic.

He spoke with an eloquence and maturity, making an assertion that he now felt a
need to continue her legacy.

He said: “I feel the responsibility also to continue on doing that in the future to, you
know, because she worked with kids between 5 and 6 years to 12, 13 years old, and
she was dedicating all her life to that generation and to tennis.”

“She knew exactly to recognize the potential of the tennis players.

“That’s why she, for me, is the best coach for that young generation that I ever met
in my life.”

Djokovic was visibly moved last year, after learning of the death of his grandfather
while competing in Monte Carlo, and he felt that experience had helped him better
handle the news of the loss.

He also believed that his team had made the right decision not to tell him of the
news until after his last match was over.

“I know that her spirit will be always with me and always on the tennis court,
because this is what she always loved to do.

“It’s her favorite place in the world, and I’ll make sure that her legacy continues.”

Djokovic faces Tommy Haas, in the quarterfinal.
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Sharapova and Jankovic
Close Round of 16 Door on
the Young Vanguard
JUNE 3, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

Jelena Jankovic

By Ros Satar
(June 3, 2013) PARIS – Jelena Jankovic continued her good run of form with a
systematic dismantling of Jamie Hampton 6-0, 6-2, as they took to the court after a
thrilling five-setter betweenRichard Gasquet and Stanislas Wawrinka.

In an embarrassingly empty stadium, Jankovic wasted no time at all, winning the
first set to love, in just 25 minutes.

Hampton was left looking very frustrated with herself, as she rushed shots while
Jankovic exhibited pinpoint accuracy, painting the lines, and moving Hampton all
around the court.

The second set started better for Hampton with an immediate break of Jankovic’s
serve, but was broken straight back.

Hampton gave up a break to love after the change of ends, and from then on,
Jankovic was on a mission to get the job done, in the fading light.

Jankovic said: “I was hitting my shots, I didn’t really allow Jamie to play her tennis.

“I was hitting the ball very cleanly, and very solid and went after my shots. I’m pretty
pleased with my performance.”

Knowing that the amount of available light was limited, the Serb focused purely on
her execution, explaining: “If I start rushing, I might ruin it, I might lose that lead, so I
just tried to stay focused in that moment, focused on what I was doing out there.”

Jankovic is coming on her way back up and believes a lot of it is down to regaining
the self-belief she had lost with early round defeats last season,

She said: “I go now for my shots and I believe I can make it, especially that backhand
which is the shot that pays my bills [laughing].”

But for Hampton, it was a time to reflect on what went wrong, and how to go
forward.

After the match, she said: “Obviously you don’t want to lose 0 and 2 in the R16 at a
grand slam.

“Today was just a tough day.”

But despite the loss, she can take a lot of positives from this year’s clay court
appearances, and has a lot to look forward to.

Compared to last year, with a single win on clay, and a back injury, she has made the
semifinals of a WTA Premier event, made it to the second week of a slam for the
first time, and uninjured.

She said: “I’m really looking forward to the grass because it suits my game a bit
more ad I really have nothing to defend until the US Open.

“It’s a good time for me.”

Jankovic will meet Maria Sharapova, who halted the progress of another promising
young American, Sloane Stephens.

Sharapova defeated the twenty-year-old in Rome 6-2, 6-1 and Stephens certainly
gave a better account of herself today, mostly going toe to toe with Sharapova.

Losing today, 6-4 6-3, Stephens gave this analysis of her performance.

“It was just kind of a couple points here and there, she broke me, and things like
that.

“But I thought I stayed pretty tough and I played solid, so I was happy with it.”

Sharapova agreed that Stephens’ performance had improved from their match in
Rome.

She said: “I think she has a tremendous amount of potential.

“I think she has a lot of things in her game that she can -- in which there is a lot of
room for improvement.”

Looking ahead to the quarter-final against her old Bollettieri Academy alumni, she
said: “I think the clay really suits her game.

“I think she’s a great retriever, gets, you know, a lot of balls back.

“She’s playing much more consistent I believe than maybe she’s done in the last
couple of years, which is nice to see, because she was at that level, you know, and
she maintained that level for quite a bit of time.

“But, yeah, she’s a tough opponent.”

http://archive01.tennispanorama.com/?p=38601

Errani Edges Radwanska
for Semifinal Spot
JUNE 4, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

By Ros Satar
(June 4, 2013) PARIS – 2012 finalist Sara Errani was the first of the women to book
her slot in the semi-finals, with a tight straight sets 6-4, 7-6(6)win over fourth
seed Agnieszka Radwanska.

Errani started on the offensive early, breaking Radwanska in the third game, only to
lose the advantage.

Errani got the better of the Pole, who had never made it past this round at the
French Open, to lead with another break at 4-3, taking the first set in 44 minutes.

Radwanska got off to the quicker start in the second set with an immediate break
and in this set the momentum see-sawed between the two of them.

Radwanska fought to get things back on even terms forcing a tie-break, saving one
match point.

But it was just a brief respite when, at 6-7, a backhand swinging wide handed Errani
her second successive semifinal slot.

Radwanska remained positive about her performance, in tricky breezy conditions.

Radwanska said: “She was playing very solid tennis today and didn’t miss much.
“Of course, I could do it in the second set, but, well, it just, you know, two points I
was worse and, you know, and that was the match.”

Both women found the conditions tricky, with strong winds to the left side of the
umpire’s chair.

Errani said: “in the first set I won one time, one game against the wind, and that was
the key of the first set.

“[I] was lucky to close the second set, but could be also for her the second set. [It}
was a very near match.”

http://archive01.tennispanorama.com/?p=38605

Serena Williams Battles
into Semifinal
JUNE 4, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

By Ros Satar
(June 4, 2013) PARIS – No. 1 seed Serena Williams overcame a spirited comeback
by 2009 French Open champion Svetlana Kuznetsova to complete the semi-final
line up for the top half of the draw 6-1, 3-6, 6-3.

It started very straight-forwardly for the American, as she romped through the first
set in 38 minutes, when her next competitor was barely through her first set.

Kuznetsova took a timeout for medical treatment on an abdominal strain at the end
of the first set.

At the start of the second set, the momentum had definitely shifted, as it was the
Russian’s turn to zip into a commanding lead.

Winning five games on the trot, Williams found herself serving to stay in the set,
finally breaking the run of games against her.

It looked as though we might be in for an upset, as Kuznetsova edged ahead by a
break but Williams delivered a double coup-de-grace breaking Kuznetsova and
serving out the set at the first attempt.

Williams said: “I was really excited that I was able to win such a tough match.”

Their head-to-head on clay was split 1-1, and Kuznetsova had beaten Williams in
2009, on her way to winning the championship.

Williams said: “She’s won two Grand Slams, so that doesn’t take luck.
“You know, it takes a really good player.
“She never gives up.
“Like when I had my match point, I was thinking, I’ve got to just stay so focused
because she probably plays this like it’s 15-all.”

Kuznetsova has struggled with form in recent months, but there were a lot of
positives to take from this run.

The Russian suffered a disappointing first round loss in Rome, and had very little
practice time ahead of the French Open. Then she suffered an abdominal strain in
her straight-sets win over Bojana Jovanovski in the third round.

She said: “I look overall for the whole tournament I am extremely proud of myself
what I’ve done.

“I was extremely pleased with the way I performed here, and I just need to keep
going the same way.”

http://archive01.tennispanorama.com/?p=38608

Tsonga Ousts Federer at
French Open
JUNE 4, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

By Ros Satar
(June 4, 2013) PARIS – Jo-Wilfried Tsonga pulled off arguably the biggest upset of
the French Open tournament, putting Roger Federer out, in straight sets 7-5 6-3 6-3
in the quarterfinals.

For many, the fact that Tsonga beat him may not have been the surprise. He had
not dropped a set in this year’s run, and since being coached by Roger Rasheed at
the start of the year, there was an expectation that results would and should come.

Despite being broken first by Federer, he settled into an aggressive game, breaking
back and putting things back on serve. It came down to a miss-hit soaring high, that
handed the first set to the Frenchman.

A single early break in the second set was all that was needed to set up a two-set
lead.

The third set was perhaps the danger area for the Frenchman, with Federer
breaking him in the first game, but being broken straight back.

Federer was able to peg back one match point, but it was not enough to stop
Tsonga from claiming a semi-final place.

Federer said afterwards: “I think I struggled a little bit everywhere.
“To be honest, personally, I’m pretty sad about the match and the way I played. “Jo
does a good job keeping the pressure on.”

In his post-match news conference, Tsonga spoke of his focus for the match.

He said: “I think tactically I played really good tennis, because from the beginning
until the end I played the same tennis.”

Understandably as it is a home slam, there is a lot of expectation on his shoulders,
but he shrugged it off, saying that it was not just for this tournament, but for
everything he does.

He will face David Ferrer who came through a comparatively easy quarter-final
against Tommy Robredo, who could not repeat the feats of his earlier rounds.

Ferrer defeated Robredo 6-2, 6-1, 6-1.

Tsonga said: “I feel I’m able to beat him because I believe I have the weapons for
that.

“I have more endurance now. I’m more consistent. I hit harder than he does.”

Tsonga is carrying the hopes of a nation to be the first Frenchman since Yannick
Noah to win the title (1983). The last Frenchman to get to the semi-finals was Gael
Monfils in 2008.

Ferrer is through to his second French Open semi-final in a row and, like Tsonga, has
not dropped a set.
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Q & A: Catching Up with
Taylor Townsend at
Roland Garros
JUNE 5, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

(June 5, 2013) PARIS – Being at Roland Garros is not all about running from Court
Philippe Chatrier to Court Suzanne Lenglen for two weeks.
Out on the outside courts, die-hard tennis fans catch good doubles and junior action
throughout the two weeks.
One U.S. junior has already enjoyed some success in making that tricky transition
from the Juniors to the Pro Tour, notching up a win against the then-ranked 57,
Lucie Hradecka, at the BNP Paribas Open at Indian Wells this year.

Ros Satar caught up with the No. 1 junior for 2012 Taylor Townsend after a solid
second round win against Croatia’s Jana Fett.
Ros Satar for Tennis Panorama News: Great win today –a couple of breaks here
and there but you really did edge it out?
Taylor Townsend: It was good, she came out playing really well, she was serving
really well and in the beginning she really wasn’t missing a ball.
We exchanged some breaks and there were a few times where I could have served
and gone up a break and a hold but she broke.
But it was a good match, I was really happy.
RS: What was it like out there – it started out quite cloudy but probably by the time
that you were playing, it looked quite nice?
TT: It was actually very nice, it got a little bit cloudy and it was a little windy at
times.
RS: Enough to whip up that clay into your eyes?
TT: Exactly – it actually got into my eyes a little bit but I am not complaining – I’m
tough [smiling]
RS: Is it strange playing the juniors having made your pro debut at Indian Wells
TT: It’s not weird, because I played all last year and I’m still 17 so it’s not really weird
but it’s definitely an adjustment that you have to make between going from the
pros to the juniors.
It’s nice to see all my friends [going back to juniors].
RS: How did it feel to get that win in Indian Wells, to player ranked 57 at the time?
TT: It was amazing – like one of the best feelings ever, I felt on top of the world
I went crazy, after I did it, I just went nuts like I was a little kid.
I told myself one point at a time, one point at a time, I switched the score round and
stuff.

But I was actually on a roll, I was playing really well so I [tried] not to think about it.
RS: What’s the transition like –the biggest challenge and the biggest benefit?
TT: The biggest challenge s definitely the mental thing.
It’s really easy to change your game because the speed of the ball isn’t the same
It’s really easy for you to let up a little bit and not really play to win like you would
against the pros.
You can get away with not going for your shots as much and stuff like that, because
even though you’re playing juniors, you’re still working on a specific thing.
But the benefits are you get to play matches, good matches that help you compete.
Basically it’s a good opportunity to continue what we’re working on.
If you change the way that you play and the way we’ve been practicing, then yeah
that would be a downfall.
If we continue to work on the same line that we have been, with our strokes and
playing to win and aggressive style of play, then it’s a huge benefit playing the
juniors.
RS: So basically each time you’re playing in the juniors, you’re concentrating on one
thing to improve, and when you go to the pros it’s really a question of putting that
all together and going for it?
TT: Exactly
RS: What are the goals that you’ve set yourself this year?
TT: My goal is I wanted to reach at least into the top 200 or better by the end of the
year and I really didn’t set a goal for juniors because honestly at the beginning of the
year my coach was in Australia so I didn’t really know what my schedule was going
to be.
But basically my pro [goal] I think very attainable because I’m at 333 already and
we’re only half way done with the year.
I think I can do it.

RS: About the demon dirt – how is it going playing on clay?
TT: Actually I love it, because the clay here is so nice, they take such good care of
the courts, it’s just so smooth.
The courts are just like candy underneath your feet, you just slide so gracefully – it’s
so beautiful
RS: It’s like ice-skating?
TT: Yeah exactly!
RS: Is it very much a part of your season, the clay in Europe in particular?
TT: Yeah it is.
You go from the Australian Open, and then you have your clay court season, then
you have your grass court season and then you go back to hard court.
You’re on hard court six months of the year if [not] more, it’s nice to have the
change up and learning how to maneuver, move and how to play and how to work
the clay and how to work the grass, it’s really nice.
It makes the season, it makes it different, it gives it a little bit of a unique character.
RS: What is your view of all the US women that have been in the draw? You started
with 15, down to 3 but two real headliners tomorrow – how does that make you
feel?
TT: I’m proud, honestly – Serena(Williams), Sloane (Stephens), Venus (Williams),
they’re all making me so proud to be an American.
They’re putting on such a good face on women’s tennis, it’s amazing.
The guys as well, they’re doing very well – John Isner, Sam Querrey, Jack Sock, Ryan
Harrison, all of them are doing really well.
They’re great inspiration for me to just keep working hard [especially] seeing Serena
mostly – you keep working hard and she’s in her prime, she’s in the later stage of her
career, so it just gives me really great encouragement just to keep working hard.

RS: Are they all quite supportive of the juniors coming up, if you run across them at
various tournaments?
TT: Yeah – they’re so nice.
We all hit together and they’re very helpful with giving advice and stuff like that.
It’s just a matter of if I get nervous to ask them a question or not [laughs]
RS: What is your schedule now for the rest of the year?
TT: You and I have the same question [laughs]
I know I’m going to Birmingham after this and then I’m going to play the juniors at
Eastbourne and Roehampton and then Wimbledon and after that I have no idea.
RS: Are you going to play the juniors at the rest of the majors this year?
TT: Yeah just the majors really, because US Open most likely, I’m not really sure.
We’re just doing it just to play matches really, and stay competitive because if I
wasn’t I would come over here and only play one or two tournaments and then be
done.
RS: I guess playing the majors, you get a small taste of what it’s like to play that big
an event?
TT: Yeah, Exactly.
RS: Are you doing any sight-seeing, any fun stuff whilst you are here?
TT: Hopefully – I mean this year I’m playing doubles so I’m not at the site all day
I’m not playing two matches so I think my dad really wants to go out, this is their
first time out.
I don’t know what to do see because I didn’t go sight-seeing last year so we’re all
going to experience this together.
But [definitely] the Eiffel Tower and Champs Élysées and some other stuff.
I’m just asking the ladies in the locker room, and they’re helping me a lot.

[RS writes down a load of suggestions]
At the time of writing, Taylor was into the third round of the Girls’ Singles Draw at
Roland Garros.
On Tuesday evening in Paris, Townsend received the International Tennis
Federation award for being the top junior girl for 2012 at the ITF World Champions
Dinner. Townsend was the Australian Open 2012 Girls Junior Champion. She is the
first American junior girl to end the year at No. 1 since Gretchen Rush in 1982.
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Sharapova Edges
Jankovic, Meets Azarenka
in Semifinal
JUNE 5, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

Victoria Azarenka

By Ros Satar

(June 5, 2013) PARIS – Defending champion Maria Sharapova edged out
Serbia’s Jelena Jankovic in a nervy three-setter to book her slot in the women’s
semifinals – 0-6 6-4, 6-3.

Certainly the start of the match slipped away from Sharapova rapidly as Jankovic
stormed ahead break after break, closing out a 6-0 score line in just under half an
hour.

Sharapova, however, got her eye back in the game, breaking Jankovic right at the
start of the second set and again for that all important double-break cushion.

There looked like there might be a brief wobble, at Sharapova’s first attempt to
serve the set out, getting broken.

The Russian made no mistake the second time, leaving Jankovic to berate herself,
her box and probably anyone else in earshot.

Perhaps even more ironic, this pair had completed two sets before
Azarenka/Kirilenko had managed to finish their first set.

The third set was a tighter affair, with the decisive first break going Sharapova’s way
to lead 4-3, delivering the final blow by breaking to take the third set 6-3.

After the match, Jankovic summed the match up, saying: “Overall was a big
fight. “It was great tennis out there. We battled, you know, [it] was few points here
and there that made a difference.”

Jankovic had been playing in three disciplines at the French Open, in a bit to use the
doubles experience to help improve her singles play, but acknowledged it had been
a lot of tennis in the last two weeks.

In an earlier news conference, Jankovic had joked that maybe the last time the pair
had faced each other on clay, it would have been at the Bollettieri academy, when
they were about 12.

But she praised Sharapova today, saying: “Credit to her.

“At the end she was a better player. I was a bit unlucky, but I fought hard until the
end.”

“I played a lot, but overall I had an amazing tournament.”

Sharapova admitted her own start had been less than spectacular.

She said: “I think clay really suits her game.

“She plays extremely well on it because she loves to defend. She can do that all day
long.”

It was important for her to put that first set behind her, and regroup for the decider.

“In the third set it was still extremely tough. You know, we held serve for a while,
and it was really important to get that break.”

Over on Lenglen, the passage of play could not have been more different.

While Sharapova and Jankovic were getting into their decider, Victoria
Azarenka and Maria Kirilenko were duking it out in a first set that lasted 76
minutes.

Kirilenko left the court for a medical timeout, leaving Azarenka to practice serves.

Then after a 10 minute hold, a couple of breaks at the tail end of the set pushed the
pair into a tie-break.

Azarenka was able to build up a lead to take the first set 76(3).

After that, it seemed to be plain sailing for the Belarusian, breaking Kirilenko early in
the second, and then again in the last game to finish their match while the other
Russian was still battling in the decider.

Having described herself in the past as not quite “married” to the clay yet, she
elaborated that the relationship might have moved on.

“I still don’t have any ring on my finger. (Smiling.)
“But I feel like, you know, we made a step forward. We are moving in
together. (Laughter.)”

Azarenka leads the head-to-head against Sharapova 7-5, but Sharapova has beaten
her the two times they have played on clay.

http://archive01.tennispanorama.com/?p=38639

Djokovic and Nadal
Cruise into Semifinal
JUNE 5, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

Novak Djokovic

By Ros Satar
(June 5, 2013) PARIS – After the ups and down in the two women’s quarterfinals, not
to mention the excitement after Jo-Wilfried Tsonga’s dispatch of Roger Federer,
there were high hopes that the remaining two men’s quarterfinals would match
them.

For Novak Djokovic, the progression was rapid, as he put paid to the last of the 8
men in last 16 to use a single-handed backhand.

The first set lasted only half an hour, with two breaks in quick succession to take the
first set 6-3 overTommy Haas.

Haas put up more of a battle in the second set, despite getting hardly points off the
Djokovic serve, and had actually built up a 4-2 lead in the tiebreak, before finally
losing the second set 76(5).

Nerves finally seemed to get to the Serbian, who failed to convert a match point on
Haas’ serve, and then getting broken himself as he was serving for the match at 5-4.

Haas brought things back on terms at 5-5, but was broken for Djokovic to take
another spin at serving out for the match,

This time he took no chances, closing out his place in the semi-final in a time just
short of two-and-a-quarter hours.

Rafael Nadal

He will face, defending champion Rafael Nadal who crushed Stanislas Wawrinka in
a little under two hours, for the loss of just six games – 6-2, 6-3, 6-1.

Wawrinka found himself broken right at the start of the match, much like one of his
racquets, with his obvious frustration showing.

In the second set, Nadal took an early lead, but this time Wawrinka was able to find
a chink in his armor, breaking to get things back on serve.

Nadal’s response was to win the next three games and with it a two-set lead.

Wawrinka was all but done, as Nadal quickly built up a 5-0 lead, relenting enough to
let the Swiss get one game on the board, before holding to love to sweep into the
semi-final clash with Novak Djokovic.

Prior to the event, Djokovic was reluctant to discuss the draw, and dismissed
questions about it ahead of the semifinal.

He said: “It’s not the first time I’m playing him. We played over 30 times.
I’m sure that we know each other’s game really well.”

He continued: “As I said, we are in good form. This is the biggest matchup of our
Roland Garros 2013 campaign for both me and him.”

Nadal has played himself into better form over the last three matches.

He said: “I’m happy the way that I played today especially. [It] was my best match
on the tournament without any doubt.

“Now I am in semifinals, three matches in a row without losing a set. Last two
matches I only lost one serve.”

Looking ahead to the semifinal, he echoed some of the guarded statements of
Djokovic.

He said: “For me, it’s the semifinals, and doesn’t matter if it’s against Novak or
against another player, because the player who not [going to] win the semifinals is
not the champion of Roland Garros.

“He’s just the semifinalist. That’s the big difference.”

http://archive01.tennispanorama.com/?p=38654

Serena Williams to Meet
Maria Sharapova for
French Open Title
JUNE 6, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

Serena Williams

By Ros Satar
(June 6, 2013) PARIS – Victoria Azarenka’s burgeoning love affair with the clay
came to a halt today, at the hands of Maria Sharapova 6-1, 2-6, 6-4.
In a three-setter interrupted by a brief wringing-out of a cloud, Sharapova did not
have the best of starts.
It looked like she had left her first serve in the locker room, but had brought its best
friend the double-fault out instead.

In truth, Azarenka did not have to do much except turn up for that first game, as
Sharapova was broken to love.
But the situation did not last for long – it was clear that Sharapova had her eye in,
quickly taking advantage of Azarenka’s errors, taking the first set in a little short of
half an hour.
Azarenka managed to make a better fist of things, made all the easier when
Sharapova gifted her the set with two consecutive double faults.
But the players also had to contend with a fidget-en-masse in the last game of the
set as spots of rain fell, and the gentry in the expensive seats promptly allez-ed to
afternoon tea at 15-0.
The crowd reactions also caused amusement – there was no doubt that the warmer
applause was for the defending champion, but they were quick to whistle and boo
(admittedly in the rain) as she challenged a point, and as the umpire had them on
and off the chairs before finally taking them off.
The third set saw the errors that had been plaguing Azarenka in the first set return,
although Sharapova made life hard for herself letting four match points go at 5-2.
There was no doubt at the second time of asking, thumping down an ace to finish it
off.
Azarenka denied that Sharapova had cut off her rhythm or rushed her.
“There’s not much rhythm when we play each other. We just try to, you know, take
opportunity, whoever takes it first.”
Having joked in her last conference about her and clay moving in together, she was
positive about her progress here this year.
“My game on clay got much better, and it’s just a matter of [the] whole process.
“Process started for me. It unfortunately ended today in this tournament.
“But, you know, coming back next year there is so much to look forward to for me,
and, you know, trying to figure it out and find it every year will be something that is
going to motivate me to come back here.”
Sharapova was no doubt relieved to get the job after failing to take advantage of
four match points.

“Despite having those two match points and not taking advantage of them, I was
happy with the way it came out at 5-4 and served it out.”
She will meet Serena Williams who demolished last year’s finalist Sara Errani for
the loss of just one game, 6-0, 6-1 in 46 minutes.
As Errani picked up the vocal effort, the only sounds from Williams were the odd
squeak as sent a ball flying long or wide.
And as the Italian finally got a game on the board, she raised her hands in triumph,
as a gladiatrix might after facing down a lion.
But meal-time was quick to follow, with Williams finishing (as Sharapova had) with
an ace.
When asked if playing her was soul-destroying at the moment, Williams allowed
herself a smile.
“I would never say that. Ever.
“But I just go out there and do the best that I can and that’s it. “
That being said there was no question of her giving up on any game, out of any
sympathy.
“She’s a great girl. I love her fighting spirit. I really like her as a person.
“But when you go out there, you just have to play and forget about who you’re
playing.”
Looking ahead to Saturday’s final, Sharapova had to face the inevitable question
about her record against Williams, last beating her in 2004.
“Well, I’d be lying if it doesn’t bother me, obviously. (Smiling.)
“But obviously she’s won so many matches already in a row on hard and clay, so I
don’t think it really matters.
“You try to go out there and do something different, because whatever you have
done just hasn’t performed well.
“I hope that I can.”

And Williams’ view of that record?
“It’s a different time, a different era, just a different match.
“But we have played a lot. Just gotta do the best that I can.”

http://archive01.tennispanorama.com/?p=38663

Spectacular and Streaky –
A Tale of Two Semifinals
JUNE 7, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

By Ros Satar

(June 7, 2013) PARIS – On perhaps the hottest day of the French Open tournament
this year, the scene was set for two potentially explosive semifinals. There would be
an air of expectation for both semifinals, but only one would deliver.

Rafael Nadal def. Novak Djokovic 6-4, 3-6, 6-1, 6-7(3), 9-7

After an emotional week for Novak Djokovic, here was a chance to get the one
slam that had so far eluded him.

All that stood between him was his conqueror last year, and defending champion –
Rafael Nadal.

The sheer ferocity of hitting from the start was like a game of cat and mouse, but
with sledgehammers for paws.

The first set was a tight affair, with Nadal capitalizing on his first break point
opportunities to nudge ahead, and take the first set.

It would always be key to any success Djokovic might enjoy to start fast, or now at
least stay in contention.

The Serb was starting to show his frustration as errors crept in under the pressure of
Nadal’s intensity.

A couple of traded breaks, but at least Djokovic had seen that Nadal was breakable.

A moment taken to adjust the wooden crucifix around his neck, and perhaps to ask
for some assistance or divine intervention finally delivered with another break for
Djokovic to edge ahead at 5-3, serving out the set.

Suddenly we had a fight on our hands, but it was almost as if a wave of weariness hit
Djokovic, who was now slipping and sliding on the newly swept, very dusty court.

It looked like he might have tweaked something, and either way, Nadal was not
taking any prisoners, quickly romping to a 5-0 lead as Djokovic slumped about the
place lethargically.

Having already received a time violation warning, Nadal received a point penalty in
the last game, not that it made any difference to Djokovic, who by now had at least
escaped a “bagel”.

A new lease on life came back to those elastic legs of his, and the crowd were
treated to some lovely rallies and reflex volleys at the net.

Twice Nadal broke for the lead, and twice he was pegged back immediately,
pushing the pair into a tiebreak – won by Djokovic, and giving the crowd what they
wanted – a deciding set.

Djokovic must have thought it was his time, breaking immediately and staying
ahead until he missed the simplest of overhead put-aways by sliding into the net
before the ball had bounced twice.

It really became a day for the rule-book as Nadal had no play on the ball and it had
effectively bounced outside of the court lines when he made contact with the net.

In any case, it was not the first fudged overhead, and it certainly would not be the
last as time and time again, Djokovic would send them crashing into the net, or
spectacularly long.

Finding himself now serving from behind to stay in the match, there was another
twist of drama as Djokovic asked to speak to the supervisor, after slipping several
times on the dried out clay at the back of the court.

The final salt in the wound was a break to love, ending his pledge to win the French
in memory of his first coach.

“I congratulate him, because that’s why he’s a champion. That’s why he’s been
ruling Roland Garros for many years, and for me it’s another year,” said Djokovic
after the match.

“I managed to come back and start playing really, really well as the match was going
on, but it wasn’t good enough.

“I lost the match after five hours. I wanted this title so much, so I am
disappointed. That’s it. You know, that’s the way I feel.”

Nadal, playing in his first five-set match since his return from a seven-month injury
layoff was relieved to have made it through to another final.

“So happy the way that I played, and more than happy the way that I [fought] in the
fifth set after losing big chance in the fourth.
“So that’s probably the most difficult thing to do it, and I did.”

David Ferrer

David Ferrer def. Jo-Wilfried Tsonga 6-1, 7-6(3), 6-2

It is inevitable that people suggest that the Nadal/Djokovic match-up was the “final
that should have been” and following it was the ‘blockbuster that never was.”

Jo-Wilfried Tsonga found himself carrying the hopes of a nation, looking to become
the first French finalist since Henri Leconte in 1988.

David Ferrer was looking to reach his first slam final.

Certainly the crowd wanting to lift Tsonga as much as they could, roaring when he
finally got a game on the board in a first set drubbing, and as he made things a lot
more competitive in the second set.

For Tsonga it seemed a match of irritations – differences of opinion with the chair
umpire over marks, some wild errors, and just overall inconsistency.

If there is one player that you can ill afford to have streaky patches against, it is
David Ferrer, who just played solidly all the way around.

To fail to live up to a crowd’s, and even a nation’s expectations will have been a
tough pill to take.

“Maybe in a few hours, few days, you know, I will say, Okay, it was a good
tournament; I played well; I was in semis.

“But, yeah, today I’m just disappointed,” said Tsonga after the match.

For Ferrer, there is the prospect of facing his compatriot, who has owned him on
clay all but one of the times they have met, (Stuttgart, 2004).

“I won once when we were kids.

“Then I also won on faster surfaces, but each match is different, anyway.

“So I need to focus on the now and I need to make the most of all my shots.”

http://archive01.tennispanorama.com/?p=38671

Serena Williams Makes It
Sweet 16
JUNE 8, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

By Ros Satar

(June 8, 2013) PARIS – How does Maria Sharapova solve a problem like Serena?

The answer is she doesn’t, at least not today as the head-to-head between them
grew to 14-2, whenSerena Williams regained the title she won back in 2002 6-4, 64.

It perhaps feels uncharitable to say that there was an air of inevitability around this
final.

After all, the numbers do not lie and at best people wanted the match to be
competitive at least, especially those who remember the London 2012 Olympic
Final.

It is always a challenge to defend a title and Maria Sharapova certainly made her
intentions clear at the start of the match, gritting her way to defending four
breakpoints, before breaking Williams in the next game.

But of course, the world No. 1 was not standing for that – with the first set a bizarre
see-saw of breaks and clutch points and “come-on’s” from them both.

If Sharapova was going to make her claim to defend her crown, it really had to be
here to put Williams under pressure from the start.

You just had the feeling, though, that it was taking every ounce of effort from
Sharapova to stay in contention, so it was no surprise when Williams served out for
the first set, having nudged ahead again.

The second set started in much the same way, with a long protracted hold and the
saving of many break points (again) from Sharapova.

Even though it came down to a single break at the start of the second set,
Sharapova never stopped fighting, but Williams stepped up a gear, firing down
three aces to start and finish the last game, and with it gaining her second RolandGarros title, and her 16th Grand Slam title.

She now holds the most slam titles of any active player, and the sixth of all time, as
well as becoming the oldest woman to win a Grand Slam in the Open Era – it may be
impolite to refer to a lady’s age but just for the record, it’s 31 years, 256 days by the
tournament end date.

Having nothing to defend here after her first round loss was a key for Williams
today.

“I played so well leading up to the French Open last year - and same thing happened
again this year - but I didn’t put any pressure on myself,” Wiliams said.

Sharapova had pointed out that Williams was serving harder that tomorrow’s
finalist David Ferrer.

“I think growing up with Venus, you know, she’s serving so big, I was like, I want to
serve big, too,” she said.

“So I think this definitely really helped me a lot. Again, I am not the tallest girl on
tour, but I definitely think I use my height in a very effective way, and I use it to the
fullest of my ability.”

Seated alongside the Coupe Suzanne Lenglen, Williams admitted her had been very
nervous in serving for the match.

“I thought, I’m not going to be able to hit groundstrokes. (Laughter.)

“No joke. As you see the one groundstroke I did hit went like 100 feet out.

“I thought to myself, Look, Serena, you’ve just got to hit aces. That’s your only
choice.”

Of course having been on the receiving end of those, it was an obviously reflective
Sharapova who faced the press later.

“I think getting to the Roland-Garros final is not too shabby, so I’d say that’s a
positive. Coming back as a defending champion, I know it’s never easy to come
back with that title, so I’m happy that I was able to produce good tennis within these
last two weeks and come to that stage.”

To reverse a trend of losses against Williams dating back to 2004 is obviously a work
in progress (to put it mildly), but today showed that Sharapova could go toe-to-toe
with her.

“Some of the results against her last year were not so good. But the match in Miami
and the match here, I think I’m doing a few more right things than maybe I have
done in the past, yet obviously not consistent enough.”

We are only half way through the season, with Wimbledon coming up, so Sharapova
could at least look ahead.

“It’s always the one that I always want to perform well at and the one that I always
look forward to.

“It’s not like I really need someone to give me motivation towards that.”

If age is just a number now to Serena, and a new number was reached today (16
Grand Slam titles), then does she have her eye on the next prize?

“If it means I stop at 16 or if it means I have more, I definitely want to continue my
journey to get a few more.”

Roll on Wimbledon and the US Open.

http://archive01.tennispanorama.com/?p=38685

Protestors Fail to Halt
Nadal’s Sprint to History
JUNE 9, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

By Ros Satar
(June 9, 2013) PARIS – A dramatic double interruption from protestors left an edgy
air on an overcast Paris day, but it did not prevent Rafael Nadal from carving a place
in history as the first man to win eight titles at the same Grand Slam event.

Nadal beat compatriot David Ferrer in straight sets 6-3, 6-2, 6-3 and now is the
leading performer in Roland Garros history, with a 59-1 win-loss record.

The weather had turned cloudy and there were doubts that the match would get by
without significant disruptions – for weather.

It was important for Ferrer to get a good start but it was the defending champion
who made the first break early.

Ferrer all but gifted Nadal the first set when he was broken again, despite having
got himself back on even terms, thanks to sloppy errors and a double fault.

Nadal started the second set with real intent, drawing gasps at times as the
intensity of his clubbed forehands and backhands racked up.

Play was initially disrupted in the middle of Ferrer’s service game (at 4-1) by a couple
of protestors holding a sign up in the Chatrier against the recently passed same-sex
marriage bill, which also legalizes same-sex adoption.

The players waited as the chanters were escorted out of the stadium, but more
drama was to unfold Nadal was coming out to serve at 5-1 for the second set.

A bare-chested protestor leapt from the front row with a lit red flare, as security
guards moved quickly to restrain him, also ushering Nadal safely out of the way, and
to extinguish the flare.

A similar styled protest took place at the same time at the top of Suzanne Lenglen
Court.

This latest disruption unsettled the public and players alike, as both were unable to
hold on to their serves, but it provided Nadal with a decisive break once nerves had
stopped jangling to take the second set.

As if that was not enough, there was a brief suspension for rain in the third set, with
the players held on court.

Ferrer was whistled at his reluctance to re-start and thankfully for the end was
relatively fast for him as Nadal was not hanging about, on his way to history.

Six-time Olympic Gold medal winner, Usain Bolt, presented the Coupe des
Mousquetaires trophy to Nadal.

When it came to the punch, Ferrer just came up short on the aggressive needed, as
he explained in his post-match news conference.

“To beat Rafael in clay court, I need to play more aggressive.
“When the court is slower, it’s very difficult.
“He has more power than me with his shots, and it’s very difficult for to beat him.”

Despite losing the final today, Ferrer moves to fourth in the ATP World Tour
Rankings, and at least could joke about that after the match.

“I lost the final against Rafael, but tomorrow I am going to be No.4 and him No. 5.
“But anyway, I change. I prefer to win here and to stay No. 5. (Laughter.)”

When asked about the disturbances due to the protestors, Ferrer rushed it off,
although he did joke: “Rafael, he was scared a little bit, (Laughter), but nothing
happened, so it’s okay.”

Nadal later agreed but was quick to praise the efforts of the security guards who
quickly bundled the protestor from the courts.

Nadal called this an emotional win and described how just a few months ago, this
position was the last thing on his team’s minds.

“Five months ago nobody of my team dreamed about one comeback like this
because we thought that going to be impossible.
“But here we are today, and that’s really fantastic and incredible.
“I am enjoying a lot all these emotions since I came back.”

But serious questions must be asked in light of the second incident since 2009, in a
men’s final at Roland Garros.

In 2009, Spanish “streaker” Jimmy Jump tried to approach Roger Federer to place a
barretina cap on his head, before being tackled and removed by security guards.

Security measures are tighter at both Wimbledon and the US Open, especially in
light of recent high profile terrorist activities in London and New York.

Security measures are less tight here – as someone pointed out it is nigh on
impossible to smuggle a cup of coffee onto the chilly press benches, but people with
flares can manage to get in, and moreover get onto the court.

In an interview after the final, tournament director Gilbert Ysern felt that the
situation had been controlled and that there would be no need to review security.

But the moment belongs to the man from Mallorca.
“This one is very special one.
“When you have period of time like I had, you realize that you don’t know if you will
have the chance to be back here with this trophy another time.”

http://archive01.tennispanorama.com/?p=38892

Vesnina Stuns Ivanovic in
Eastbourne
JUNE 17, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

Elena Vesnina

By Ros Satar

(June 17, 2013) EASTBOURNE, England –

Elena Vesnina def. Ana Ivanovic 2-6, 6-4, 6-3
Elena Vesnina overcame the seventh seed Ana Ivanovic in the first match on
Centre Court as the women had to regroup and restart when rain halted the
beginning of their match.

Ivanovic certainly started well, racing to the first set, but soon after she started to
struggle with key aspects of her game – the ball toss and also crucially her first serve
deserted her long enough to give Vesnina an all important break.

The loss of the second set seemed to deflate the Serb, as she handed over a break at
the start of the deciding set on a double fault.

The wind was occasionally gusting, sometimes perhaps guiding the odd ball on its
way out, and it certainly seemed for a while that the South Stand side was the
problem side for both.

For a while it looked like Vesnina would defeat herself after delivering a shocker of a
game with three double-faults and a lot of frazzled yelling.

Somehow, the Russian regrouped, edging ahead before a long, tortuous Ivanovic
service game where even the umpire lost where she was.

Three match points later – Ivanovic was left to consider what she would need to do
ahead of the start of Wimbledon next week.

“I think on grass it’s very hard to get rhythm,” she said.
“It’s something that I want to build towards and now hopefully have another few
good days of practice before Wimbledon.”

Heather Watson

Heather Watson def. Varvara Lepchenko 6-3, 6-4

British No. 2 Heather Watson delivered some home cheer in the sunshine,
defeating Varvara Lepchenko 6-3, 6-4.

Watson gave the crowd a few reasons to utter a collective sigh while serving out the
match, having to claw her way back to match point after being a break point down.

It just needed the one match point to set Heather on her way in this tournament,
putting aside the disappointment of an early exit at the French Open, and only a
couple of rounds in Birmingham.

“I felt very motivated this week,” she said.
“I was mentally up for this match.”

There is still some room, she feels, for improvement saying that she had felt she had
not made a lot of returns and could have a higher first serve percentage.

Watson, who had to take time out to recover from glandular fever, confessed to
sometimes still feeling a little tired, but is looking forward to the grass season.

“People don’t think grass matches my game,” she said, “but it’s one of my favourite
surfaces.”

Kyle Edmund def. Kenny De Schepper 6-4, 6-4

There was more British celebration when the junior sensation from Queens, Kyle
Edmund, won his first round match against big serving qualifier Kenny De Schepper.

There are 360 places between him and his opponent today and he was very happy
with his win.

“It’s nice to be able to know that I can play at that level,” he said, “but my goal is to
play at that level and also have a ranking out of it.”

Ros Satar is a British Journalist- an IT journalist by day, and a sports journalist in all
the gaps in between. She’s covering the AEGON International this week as media
for Tennis Panorama News. Follow her tournament updates on
twitter @TennisNewsTPN. She is the co-founder of Britwatch Sports
(britwatchsports.com). Follow her personal twitter at @rfsatar.
http://archive01.tennispanorama.com/?p=38971

Jamie Hampton: From
Clay to Grass – How the
Perfectionist Learned to
Adapt
JUNE 19, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

By Ros Satar

(June 19, 2013) EASTBOURNE, England – Jamie Hampton recorded a stunning win
over top seed and world No. 4 Agnieszka Radwanska in Eastbourne this week, and
won a tight straight sets bout against Su-Wei Hsieh.

Ros Satar, reporting for Tennis Panorama News, caught up with Hampton after the
match, talking about tumbles in the clay, perhaps chewing the Wimbledon grass,
and how losing all her baggage in Brussels helped her overcome her streak for
perfectionism.

Ros Satar: Firstly – How’s your back holding up?
Jamie Hampton: It’s been a little iffy here and there, I guess.
The ball’s a lot lower but as of right now it’s ok.

RS: You were getting a quite down on yourself on some of your backhand – were
you trying to feel your way back in?
JH: She (Hsieh) hits the ball low.
Her balls were coming in inch over the net, she’s a talented player, she can redirect
the ball really well and has got good feel and good hands so it’s tough.
I had trouble reading her game in the beginning and did well to get the break and
close out the set with the good service games.

RS: What were the calls like to today – a couple of calls that looked long on either
side, I know that you had a bit of a discussion [with the umpire]
JH: The calls! It’s tough, for everybody.
Someone’s not going to be happy so you’ve just got to learn how to deal with it, put
it behind you and move on to the next point. It’s tough though.

RS: You had a pretty tough round against Lucie (Safarova) at Roland-Garros, and
you seem to be hell bent on taking as much of Roland-Garros clay with you (Jamie
took a couple of falls at Roland-Garros, getting clay in her knees)– I’m guessing you
want to be standing on your own two feet?
JH: [I am] not wanting more grass stains on my clothes!
It was a really tough match at Roland-Garros, there was a lot of momentum swings.
The third set was really good tennis, she’s a tough opponent, obviously.
She’s been top 20, and she’s got some great shot making ability, she’s left-handed
which always makes it a bit tougher, so I am going to have to be ready from the get
go because this surface suits her pretty well – she uses a slice serve, she can look to
step up and play aggressive, which is her game.
So I’ll have to be ready and play aggressive as well.

RS: You were playing pretty aggressively this morning, hammering back – is that
because [Hsieh] was hitting so low and you just were having to generate some pace
to put her on the back foot?
JH: My game as well is to mix it up but it’s not like I can’t go toe-to-toe with who
ever I play with.

RS: Looking ahead to Safarova next, it’s got to give you confidence that you’re
ahead in your head-to-head, which is 1!
JH: [Laughs]

RS: Q: Back to Roland-Garros, you took a fair bit of clay back with you, what are
your plans for our Wimbledon grass? What are you planning to do there!?

JH: Do not! Leave it all there at Wimbledon, I do not want to take any grass back
with me.
RS: No face-planting, no doing a Djokovic and kissing/tasting the grass?
JH: No kissing the grass but if it calls for it, I will definitely take a dive.

RS: After your first match in Paris, we talked a little about your attitude to adjusting
to the clay and you’re obviously having a lot of fun playing on the grass – what is it
about your attitude that sets you apart from some of the others in terms of your
ability to adjust?
JH: I don’t know if this answers your question but when I was a kid I would just like to
play tennis.
You know for me that’s kind of what set me apart.
I was always playing with boys, fist and foremost, they could overpower me so I was
learning how to find different ways to beat them.
I think that translates well to the grass and I think that sets me apart from being
different from everyone else.
They play a little one dimensional[ly].

RS: You will have grown up on the hard courts and you’ve done exceptionally well
on clay and grass this year so it gives you a pretty good all round complete game
and a good base – so what are your goals going into Wimbledon and the US Open?
JH: I don’t have too many points to defend, so I’d like to improve my ranking and be
seeded by the time US Open comes around, so it means better draws. (Per the WTA
website Hampton is defending 100 points from reaching the second round of
Wimbledon last year.)
For Wimbledon, I haven’t even thought about it yet, but I’d like to take it, as well as
this tournament, one match at a time.

Anybody that you come across, you don’t want to take them lightly, you’re going to
be pretty cautious about who you’re playing and just got to go out and play good
tennis.

RS: Obviously you’re going deep [in Eastbourne] – how much store do put into
looking ahead, so beyond Safarova, when the draw comes out on Friday?
JH: I’m not going to look at it.
RS: Just take it one match at a time?
JH: I just want to go out and try to first and foremost play my game and have fun
while I’m playing.

JH: I’ll tell you a little story – in Brussels I came into that tournament not playing
great I lost in qualifying of Rome, Madrid, and in my head a little bit I was like: “Here
we go, this is clay.”
Last year I won one match on the clay, it was like trying to find a way to get through
it.
And then in Brussels everything fell apart, I had some things to deal with off the
court.
I didn’t get my luggage, didn’t have my racquets, I didn’t have any clothes, I had
nothing.
So I’m sitting here at this tournament, no racquets, no string, no clothes, and a
couple of days later I developed an eye infection and I just: “OK I’m going home, I
hate this place, I hate Europe!”
I literally took off all the pressure that I put on myself to do well, and I was just like
go out and try to compete and just have fun playing tennis like when you were a kid.
What you love to do on the court, and go out and play.

RS: I’m guessing as part of the tour, you’re going to have things your luggage going
astray etc., so how do you stop that from wanting to club somebody death with
your racquet (except you don’t have that either!)?
JH: I like to have my drinks beforehand, I didn’t even have any drinks prepared so I’m
just sitting here twiddling my thumbs, I had no clue what to do, and I just went out
and played.
It was literally just me and the court.
I took two racquets out that Wilson managed to get to me, I didn’t even have a bag,
I just carried them out there.
I manage to pull through and win those matches and I learned from that experience
and I was like: “Ok you need to take something from it, things aren’t going to always
be perfect so do your best with that.”
It’s tough, especially because I’m a perfectionist
That helped me with my attitude on the clay, things aren’t going to be perfect,
you’re going to have to go out and compete, and earn whatever you get

RS: I know you’re not looking ahead, but what fun things are you looking to do in
London, apart from eating Wimbledon grass?
JH: Laura [Robson] invited me to a concert afterwards (The Killers) – I think its after
Wimbledon, we’ll see.
I’ll be looking to get home.
Ros Satar is a British Journalist- an IT journalist by day, and a sports journalist in all
the gaps in between. She’s covering the AEGON International this week as media
for Tennis Panorama News. Follow her tournament updates on
twitter @TennisNewsTPN. She is the co-founder of Britwatch Sports
(britwatchsports.com). Follow her personal twitter at @rfsatar.

http://archive01.tennispanorama.com/?p=38978

Top Seed Raonic Upset at
Eastbourne
JUNE 19, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

Milos Raonic

By Ros Satar

(June 19, 2013) The seagulls had much to squawk over on Wednesday, as another
top seed tumbled out of the competition, after Agnieszka Radwanska’s exit at the
hands of Jamie Hampton yesterday.
The next person on the train back to the Big Smoke was Milos Raonic, who came
unstuck at the hands of Ivan Dodig 6-2, 7-6(7)
Raonic, by his own admission, started badly, and although he forced a tie-break in
the second set, he couldn’t take advantage of some double-fault jitters from Dodig.
“Obviously the surface doesn’t make it easy,” he said, “I think it’s easier for me to
figure out things on hard courts, per se, but I think it’s all on my shoulders.
“[I] can’t play much worse, so it’s only going to get better.”

Li Na, the highest seed left on the women’s draw had a walkover via Marion
Bartoli’s withdrawal due to a viral illness.
“I started to feel a it this way on Monday,” she said in a statement.
“Each day it has gotten worse.
“After a few days of res, hopefully I will be back on the court to get ready for
Wimbledon.”
Na found out while they were warming up so spent the time practicing, and musing
over whether she could deviate from her favorite restaurant and try out some
traditional fish and chips, when her coach is not watching.
“Maybe I will try one day even without the coach.”

Bernard Tomic battled his way through a tough three-setter with Julien Benneteau.
Tomic regained his focus and registered his first back-to-back in since February.
“It’s been a Roller Coaster, I tell you.
“But now I’m happy I won these two matches, so it’s a lot of confidence.”
But the seagulls had reason to squawk their disappointment as the remaining Brits
in the women’s draw all exited.

First up, Laura Robson put up a better fight against Caroline Wozniacki a couple of
weeks after facing her in the first round at Roland-Garros.
Her score line was slightly better – Wozniacki defeated her in straight sets 6-4, 6-4
(it was 6-3, 6-2 in France), but it could still have been a winnable match for the
British No. 1.
“Today there were a lot of points where I set everything up and did all the right
things and then just missed the last forehand,” Robson said.
Robson also found herself perhaps shocking the dentures off the typical Eastbourne
populous with a few words of earthy Anglo-Saxon, picked up by the on-court BBC
microphones.

Heather Watson

Next up, and on their way to London was Heather Watson, who lost a topsy-turvy
three-setter against Elena Vesnina.
She admitted that it was not necessarily a physical issue, still on her comeback after
recovering rom glandular fever.
“I didn’t have much focus, and I thought it was a good opportunity wasted.
I’ve just got to sweep that one under the rug, get back on the practice court, work
hard and make sure it’s a good week next week.”
These half-on half-off days are becoming few and far between, and Watson said
that she works with a sports psychologist (when she is in Florida), and may be
overdue a visit.

Elena Baltacha also dropped out of the draw in a grinding three-setter at the heat
of the day (the ice-cream van did great trade today).
Baltacha has improved key areas in her game, and takes positives from every game
she gets under her belt since coming back from a long injury lay off.
She had identified that the top players move well, and serve well – all elements she
has worked to improve, crediting the LTA’s Louis Cayer who has focused on her how
she sees herself as a player.
“I’ve realized I’m more skillful,” she said, “tweaking certain areas like my serve,
understanding what I need to do in certain parts on the court, where I recover to,
and certain movement patterns.”

The evening finished with a close tussle between Gilles Simon, who had been
struggling with injury this week, and the new young British hope Kyle Edmund.
“Even though I’m looking at positives, I’m not like, Oh, I’m happy I lost.
“I’m disappointed I lost.”
Edmund pushed the world no. 16 to two tiebreak sets.
“I thought the first one was close and I played a pretty good tiebreak.
“The second one was a little bit sloppy at times.
“There were just some really long rallies towards the end, and, yeah, he just came
out on top.”
British hopes still fly in the men’s doubles, along with the seagulls.

Ros Satar is a British Journalist- an IT journalist by day, and a sports journalist in all
the gaps in between. She’s covering the AEGON International this week as media
for Tennis Panorama News. Follow her tournament updates on
twitter @TennisNewsTPN. She is the co-founder of Britwatch Sports
(britwatchsports.com). Follow her personal twitter at @rfsatar.
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Thursday’s Roundup at
Eastbourne
JUNE 20, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

By Ros Satar
(June 20, 2013) EASTBOURNE, England – The playing conditions on Thursday
started in the murk of a mist coming in off the sea, a complete contrast to the hot
sunny conditions the day before.

No sooner had the first players made their way out and finished knocking up, a
persistent bout of rain saw play suspended for over an hour.

When play did resume, it was in a backdrop of mist or, as we learned, a sea-fret [a
wet mist or haze coming inland from the sea].

Either way, visibility was poor for the first set or so, causing issues in the early
matches.

Feliciano Lopez def. Fernando Verdasco 6-4, 7-6(6)
Verdasco had not been happy about the restart even before the match started,
complaining to ATP tour supervisor Tom Barnes.

The conditions better suited Lopez, who dialed into his serve well today, taking
advantage of the muggier conditions to put his slice to effective use.

Verdasco was less than pleased with the decisions made after the match, claiming:
“(If) I was Rafael Nadal, I can say, I don’t play, and I’m pretty sure that the ATP will
say, Okay, we wait till the court is good.

“But because I’m not Nadal or Federer or any of these guys, I need to do what the
ATP wants, because if I said, I go, the tournament will not say, we wait.

“Then I will get a fine from the ATP because I didn’t want to play in the bad
conditions.”

Verdasco went on to describe the close friendship that he shares with Lopez, and
how he was able to joke about hating him (not to mention a description that would
send the elderly of Eastbourne to an early grave).

Lopez agreed that conditions today had been difficult with the humidity but took
Verdasco’s comments at the end in good humor.

Lopez will face Ivan Dodig in the semifinals.

Jamie Hampton def. Lucie Safarova 3-6, 7-6(1), 6-4
Another player who had to contend with the unusual weather was Jamie Hampton
who took a couple of tumbles on her way to winning a taut three-setter against
Safarova.

The haze over Court 1 was quite considerable when they resumed play, as Hampton
explained.

“We were basically playing in a cloud. There was so much moisture in the air, and
the court was slick so I was having a hard time with my footing and my
movements.”

Hampton will become the No. 3 American on Monday when the new rankings come
out, behind Serena Williams and Sloane Stephens.

Elena Vesnina

Elena Vesnina def. Li Na 7-6(4), 6-3
Another top seed was heading up to SW19 early, as Li Na headed out of Eastbourne,
care of Vesnina.

By her own admission, the match had been a little in and out for her: “Sometimes I
can play well, but sometimes I think I lose concentration on the court.

“Of course I would like to do more matches [and] still looking forward for
Wimbledon.”

Caroline Wozniacki def. Ekaterina Makarova 4-6, 6-0, 6-3
Caroline Wozniacki made sure a lines-judge felt her wrath after being called on a
foot fault in the second set.

First arguing with the umpire, then demonstrating to the judge in question how her
heel bone was connected to the anklebone, or at the very least explaining the rules.

Finally the umpire had to intervene and redirect Wozniacki’s focus back to playing
the match.

Whatever the issue was, it irked here enough to rip through the second set without
dropping a game, leaving Makarova looking stunned at the changeover before
losing the deciding the set.

Wozniacki was unrepentant in her press conference about perhaps the lines judge
wanting to feel “important”:

“I don’t see a reason other than that why you wanted to call a foot fault on a second
serve that isn’t a foot fault.”

Wozniacki is the sole surviving seed, and faces Jamie Hampton in the semi final.

Gilles Simon def. Bernard Tomic 7-6(8), 6-3
The last match of the day saw France’s Gilles Simon advance to the semifinals over
Bernard Tomic.

Tomic seemed to have lost heart after losing a tight tie-break, down 1-4 after a brief
rain shower but managed to regroup a little.

Rounding out the singles action, Yanina Wickmayer knocked out the sixth seed
Maria Kirilenko 6-2, 1-6, 7-5.

Ros Satar is a British Journalist – an IT journalist by day, and a sports journalist in all
the gaps in between. She’s covering the AEGON International this week as media
for Tennis Panorama News. Follow her tournament updates on

twitter @TennisNewsTPN. She is the co-founder of Britwatch Sports
(britwatchsports.com). Follow her personal twitter at @rfsatar.

http://archive01.tennispanorama.com/?p=39013

Hampton in the Hunt for
Maiden Title in
Eastbourne
JUNE 21, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

By Ros Satar
(June 21, 2013) EASTBOURNE, England –
Jamie Hampton def. Caroline Wozniacki 6-7(8), 7-5, 6-3
Qualifier, Jamie Hampton is hunting for her maiden WTA tour title, after scoring
another good win in the Aegon International, Eastbourne.
Hampton started strongly, taking the initiative early, but Wozniacki dragged the
first set into a tiebreak.
Momentum again looked to be with the American, but set points went begging
partly down to two outlandishly missed volleys.
Suddenly the Dane was in the driver’s seat, rounding out the first set 10-8 in the
tiebreak.
It was all looking like a formality, as Wozniacki’s experience seemed to serve her
better in the blustery conditions.
But Hampton fought back to break as Wozniacki was serving for the match at 5-4.
Hampton had her tail up and broke again to take the match into a decider.
Wozniacki broke early in the third set, only to lose the advantage immediately, and
in a match that had seen swings of momentum throughout, it was Hampton who
nudged ahead.
Serving for the match at 5-3, Wozniacki saved one match point, but there were no
mistakes on the second as Hampton put a volley slap bang in the corner of the
court.

Wozniacki could only wryly smile as the American qualifier reaches her first tour
final.
It seemed less like a sleepy seaside town and more like playing in the middle of a
tornado at times.
Hampton joked about the conditions in her post match press conference:
“Conditions are a little rougher than everywhere else, but you guys make up for it
with the nice courts.”
Although mindful that she has a shot at her maiden title tomorrow, Hampton could
not resist a peek at the Wimbledon draw, where she will face fellow American
Sloane Stephens.
“It’s a bit of a bummer that two Americans have to play first round considering we
both had great French Opens, but I’m going to treat it just like every other match.”

Elena Vesnina def. Yanina Wickmayer 6-2, 6-0
Hampton will face Russia’s Elena Vesnina, who overcame Yanina Wickmayer rather
easily than she anticipated.
Wickmayer handed over two breaks of serve, and called down her coach after losing
the first set.
However, it seemed to do her no good at all as she did not register another game for
the rest of the match.
“I was expecting it’s going to be very long and difficult match for both of us.
“I think after first set she kind of lose her concentration, and it looks like she didn’t
know what to do,” said Vesnina after the match.
Looking ahead to tomorrow’s final, the Russian had been playing some attention to
Hampton’s progress through the tournament this week.
“It’s going to be very interesting match, I think. Jamie is a very talented player. It’s
her first final.
“I’m pretty sure she’s very excited about that.”
Wickmayer had taken out two top ten players this week, first dispatching Petra
Kvitova and then Maria Kirilenko, both in three-setters.

But there was none of that fight left in her today, leaving Vesnina looking to follow
up her own maiden title from Hobart this year.
Ros Satar is a British Journalist – an IT journalist by day, and a sports journalist in all
the gaps in between. She’s covering the AEGON International this week as media
for Tennis Panorama News. Follow her tournament updates on
twitter @TennisNewsTPN. She is the co-founder of Britwatch Sports
(britwatchsports.com). Follow her personal twitter at @rfsatar.
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Trial Run for Wimbledon
Round 1 as Lopez and
Simon face off for the
Eastbourne Title
JUNE 21, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

By Ros Satar
(June 21, 2013) EASTBOURNE, England –
Feliciano Lopez def. Ivan Dodig 7-6(3), 6-1
Feliciano Lopez was first into the Eastbourne final on Friday, handling the blustery
conditions better than Ivan Dodig with a straight sets win.
“It’s about [adjusting] and to play your best, at least try your best, because with
these conditions it’s always very difficult, he said.
“During the week it was okay. Hopefully tomorrow it’s going to be better.”
Lopez, who has had some time out this year with injuries, was pleased with his
performance and happy to be in the final.
Ironically, he will face Gilles Simon, in a forerunner for the first round match at
Wimbledon.
“In a way [it] is good, because tomorrow if I win or if I lose, I will take some feedback
for the match on Tuesday, and I think for him the same.”
Gilles Simon def. Andreas Seppi 6-4, 6-3

Simon looked to be unstoppable after taking the first set, as he sped to a
comfortable double-break cushion in the second set.
But Seppi mounted a brief comeback before Simon was able to book his place in the
final.
“He just had a slow start as he had in the match before. I knew it, and I wanted to
take advantage of it.
“You have to work, to work, to play great. I think we played a very high level second
set today.”
Earlier in the week, Simon limped off the practice court and was suffering a lot in his
match with young Brit, Kyle Edmund.
“I had everything. I was so sick. I twisted my ankle. I broke my neck. I said, Okay, it’s
too much. I will never play this tournament. (Laughter.)”
Both men would like to take this tournament, both as a title in its own right, but as a
useful fact-finding mission ahead of the first round bout coming up.
“It’s a tough call, because of course my goal is to be as good as possible in
Wimbledon, and to lose in the first round would be disappointing for me,” he said.
“To win tomorrow, I would have won tournaments on every continent on every type
of court, which would be good, also.”
Ros Satar is a British Journalist – an IT journalist by day, and a sports journalist in all
the gaps in between. She’s covering the AEGON International this week as media
for Tennis Panorama News. Follow her tournament updates on
twitter @TennisNewsTPN. She is the co-founder of Britwatch Sports
(britwatchsports.com). Follow her personal twitter at @rfsatar.

http://archive01.tennispanorama.com/?p=39024

Vesnina Claims Second
Title of 2013 in
Eastbourne
JUNE 22, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

By Ros Satar
(June 22, 2013) EASTBOURNE, England –
Elena Vesnina def. Jamie Hampton 6-2, 6-1
Elena Vesnina followed up her maiden WTA title in Hobart with a convincing win
over Jamie Hampton.
Playing in extremely blustery conditions, Vesnina seemed to handle the conditions
better when it counted.
The crowd was treated to some epic games, and in truth the score line feels a little
harsh for the American qualifier, who was playing her eighth match and had played
through almost every type of weather conceivable.

Vesnina did have to contend with a warning for time violation as the wind played
havoc first with her ball-toss and then with her outfit.
The first break, when it came, was more down to a rash of errors from Hampton, but
she then failed to take three break point opportunities to break straight back.
Her concentration and confidence seemed to take a dive as another string of errors
handed Vesnina the first set.
Despite calling for her coach before the second set, Hampton struggled to hold her
serve, saving two break points and brought her coach out again before finally
getting a game on the board.
But it really was one-way traffic after that point, as Vesnina was able to play the
bigger points better.
There is a lot for Hampton to take from this week, playing matches in some really
adverse conditions, including a haze so heavy it was hard to see the scoreboard at
the other end of the court.
“I have given myself like a two hour time limit to sulk, basically the journey up to
Wimbledon, maybe have a little chocolate (smiling) and then move on and get on
with Wimbledon, start thinking about the match a little bit,” she said before going
on to praise her opponent.
“I was surprised honestly how she was even hitting the ball in the court, and on top
of that she was playing very good tennis. She was very deserving of the title today.”
Hampton moves up from 41 to 25 in the world rankings on Monday and will be the
No. 3 American behind Sloane Stephens and Serena Williams.
Hampton will face Sloane Stephens in the first round of Wimbledon – perhaps a
little unfortunate as both had good runs at the French Open.
Before the start of this year, Vesnina was 0-6 in both singles and doubles finals.
Now she has two tour titles, and a Grand Slam title, winning the doubles with
Ekaterina Makarova at Roland Garros.
Battling similar conditions to her maiden title in Hobart, she described the
experience after the match.

“At the beginning of the match, I was like, Oh, my God, I just need to stay in the
match, just try to play every single point. Don’t think about wind and just fight.
“It was just about fighting spirit.
“If you’re able to handle this, if you’re able to play under the pressure with this kind
of wind, you will do well.”
Winning a grand slam title at Roland Garros has given Vesnina a degree of
confidence, but it could have also been destiny.
“Yevgeny Kafelnikov, he’s from Sochi, he’s from my home city, and when he won
Roland Garros many years ago I was coached by his dad.
“I came to his house, and his dad showed me the trophy.
“He told me that it’s going to be your first Grand Slam title, believe me.
“And it happened.”
Not that boost of confidence has gone to her head.
“Everybody is joking right now about me, Oh, like you’re a Grand Slam, you can say
whatever you want, like you can do whatever you want.
“It gave me that confidence, gave myself belief even more.
“But I didn’t change as a person. I’m same.”
Vesnina has been as far as the Round of 16 at Wimbledon but in recent years has
struggled to get past the first two rounds.
She will face Andrea Hlavackova in the first round, and Wimbledon starts on
Monday, June 24th.
Ros Satar is a British Journalist – an IT journalist by day, and a sports journalist in all
the gaps in between. She was covering the AEGON International this week as media
for Tennis Panorama News. She is the co-founder of Britwatch Sports
(britwatchsports.com). Follow her personal twitter at@rfsatar.
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Feliciano Lopez Wins
Eastbourne Title
JUNE 22, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

By Ros Satar
(June 22, 2013) EASTBOURNE, England –
Feliciano Lopez def. Gilles Simon 7-6(2), 6-7(5), 6-0
Unseeded Feliciano Lopez won his first career grass court title, beating Gilles Simon
in three sets.
The first two sets had been evenly matched, decided by two tiebreaks.
But in the third set, Lopez dominated Simon, with two match points, with Simon
saving both and forcing the game to deuce.
Lopez won with a volley that hit the net cord, flying over Simon’s head – it was all he
could do to get a racquet to it as he forced it out of court.
So keen was Lopez to get his hands on the trophy, he pretty much presented it to
himself.

The weather was, as with the women’s final, a tricky factor to overcome.
“Sometimes was about pushing and putting the ball on the other side of the court,”
he said.
“Especially when we were serving, it was almost impossible sometimes.”
Despite the conditions, Lopez received a time violation warning on his serve.
Lopez was happy to win his first grass title, especially as he felt that grass was his
best surface.
“I think grass is my best surface, and to have at least one title on grass is very nice
feeling.”
Looking ahead to his first round at Wimbledon, where he faces Simon again, it was
difficult to gauge what to expect.
“Today in these conditions it’s tough to get any feedback from the match, to be
honest.
“It’s tough to take something, you know, for the match on Tuesday.”

http://archive01.tennispanorama.com/?p=27865

Unknown Rosol Takes
Down Nadal in Second
Round at Wimbledon
JUNE 28, 2012 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

WIMBLEDON – Who could have predicted that the Wimbledon Centre Court match
of the day was going to be a little known player (ranked No. 100) from the Czech
Republic against World No. 2Rafael Nadal?

Lukas Rosol not only sensationally, but confidently and competently dispatched
Nadal 6-7(9), 6-4, 6-4, 2-6, 6-4.

From the start, Rosol was serving big and heavy, actually making Nadal look slow.
It was clear from the start this guy was not going to go down timidly, and given
that Tomaz Belluccihad taken four games of Nadal in his first round match, there
was an expectation that he might start slow.

But it is fair to say that nobody quite expected the outcome.

Nadal had to dig very deep to finally close out the first set tiebreak 9-7.

Rosol could have easily just dropped his head and followed the script meekly, but
was too busy making Nadal look, at times, ordinary.

Nadal was clearly rattled at the end of the second set, and there were angry glances
both to his team and across the net at times.

It really was not until the fourth set that Nadal seemed to be back to his pumped up
self, and that certainly seemed to be when he was most energized.

At the end of what has been a beautiful day in Wimbledon, the roof was to be
deployed for the fifth set.

Nadal did not seem to happy, and with good reason as momentum was with him,
and a small break to recoup was just what Rosol needed.

From the start, he broke Nadal and stayed that crucial break ahead.

Prior to this match Rosol had never made it past the first round.

But this year he attributed his success to much more grass-court work, playing
Queens and Eastbourne instead of just the Wimbledon Qualifying rounds.

But what stood out in his performance was his utter fearlessness, against the World
No. 2, and on one of the most prestigious courts in the tennis world.

Rosol said: â€œI closed it inside.

“I just don’t want to show him what is in me.”•

Perhaps his nerves showed in the fourth set, but certainly not in the decider.

He continued: “Before the last game I was a little bit, you know, like inside I’m not
sure if I will be shaking or not because was first time against Rafa and first time also
in Wimbledon Centre Court.”•

“You never know what to expect. So was not easy, and I survive.”•

But what of Nadal?

The last time Nadal went out in the second round of a Grand Slam was again in
Wimbledon, in 2005, beaten by Gilles Muller.

The last No. 2 seed to lose in the second round at Wimbledon was Marat Safin in
2002, who fell toOlivier Rochus.

Certainly, at a time when he had the momentum, the decision to close the roof was
probably not what he needed to hear.

Nadal said: “For sure wasn’t the best one for me.

But that’s what it is and accept.”
He continued: “I was surprised because takes 30 to 45 minutes.”•

He acknowledged that despite winning the first set tiebreaker, his performance had
been below par in the first three sets.

He said: “I played bad and my return wasn’t work very well.
“I think my served worked well, but I played with little bit less energy than other
times.”

Although the match was not without moments of needleling, a bit of a changeover
incident, words with umpires and unhappiness with the decision to bring on the
roof.

But Nadal conceded that on his day, Rosol had done the job.

“The thing is today he played great.Â He played special.”

Rosol will now go on to face Phillip Kohlschrieber in the third round.
Ros Satar is a British Journalist- an IT journalist by day, and a sports journalist in all
the gaps in between. She is the co-founder of Britwatch Sports (britwatchsports.com).
Follow her on twitter at@rfsatar.
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Round 4 Shock for Serena
Williams at Wimbledon–
Round up of the Centre
Court Action
JULY 1, 2013 BY TENNIS PANORAMA NEWS

By Ros Satar

(July 1, 2013) WIMBLEDON – As if last Wednesday was not enough fun for the tennis
gods, they toyed with the seemingly natural order of things just a little more on
Round 4 Monday.
Possibly one of the best days usually on the tennis schedule, Wimbledon looks to
put all their Round 4 matches on the same day, men and women.
It gives people who are still doing the queue a chance to see some action on the
outside courts, if they miss out on those coveted bands for the show courts.

Sabine Lisicki [23] def. Serena Williams [1] 6-2, 1-6, 6-4
Let’s just make it competitive – that was probably the wish if every neutral observer
watching the first match of the day on Centre Court.
I think I could be safe in saying that not many saw the first set coming – Serena
Williams seemingly just content to put the ball in play – in fact with Lisicki being
dragged to deuce in each service game, surely it was just Serena playing cat to
Lisicki’s mouse.
It was just that the mouse was capable of thundering down booming serves that,
had the opponent been anyone but Serena Williams, they would have been
countless aces.
After taking the first set 6-2 it was almost as if Lisicki realised what she’d done, and
to whom.
Certainly Williams turned the screw after he first game, winning the next nine on the
trot, locking into her returns and many up in the lofty (and drafty) gods nodded their
heads sagely and reckoned they had time for a quick burst of strawberries before
Murray.
The second set and to be honest quite a lot of the third scooted past Lisicki as
Williams reeled off nine games in a row.
But let’s face it, if you are going to break the world No. 1, you may as well wait until
your back is against the wall.
Somewhat inconceivably, after a bunch of traded breaks Lisicki found herself ahead
for the first time since the start of the second set.
Was it a nervy service game? – Well yes, of course it was, weaving from match point,
to break point, to match point again, the crowds were oohing and aahing like it was
a firework show.
The final rally was one to savour and the forehand winner saw Williams AND Lisicki
sprawling – for different reasons, Williams at full stretch to get on the end of the
eventual winner and Lisicki on realising she had put out the defending champion,
and world no. 1.
Take absolutely nothing away from Lisicki, she has a superb game for grass, and she
took those opportunities when they presented themselves.
Lisicki has reached the quarterfinals twice (2009, 2012) and the semifinals once
(2011).

She faces Estonia’s Kaia Kanepi for the first time in Tuesday’s quarter-final.

Andy Murray [2] def. Mikhail Youzhny [20] 6-4, 7-6(5), 6-1
Murray has looked in good form, and many expected this to be a straight sets
victory, but that was really only half the story.
From the outset, it was a more passive Murray that took to the court, content to
build up points and push Youzhny to the error, and getting an early break to edge
out the first set made it seem a formality.
There was always a feeling that if Youzhny suddenly dialled in, Murray could be in
big trouble as the second set seemed to be counter-puncher heaven (or hell,
depending on your point of view).
Each seemed to want to out-wait-for-the-error with Youzhny inducing a fair share
from the Murray racquet.
More by luck than judgement, Murray took the tiebreak with the tightness of
margins.
Even though Murray looks to be in discomfort for much of the second set, it was
Youzhny that took the medical time out before the start of the third set.
Finally in the third set, Murray started to shorten the points and introduced a little
more serve and volley – his reward being two breaks enough to seal the match.
He was sensible enough in press to acknowledge that this Wimbledon has seen a lot
of shocks (to put it mildly).
Murray will face Fernando Verdasco in the quarter-final, and somehow made
getting through another round without dropping a set seem like really hard work.
Nokak Djokovic [1] def. Tommy Haas [13] 6-1, 6-4, 7-6(4)
If the match before felt like a five-setter, Djokovic was on hand to remind us what a
straight sets win actually looks like, at least in the first set,
That was little more than a rout but Haas seemed to get better as the match went
in, as opposed to disheartened.

By the time he had forced a tiebreak in the third set, Haas was swinging free as
Djokovic was slipping and sliding and one could only imagine the winces of the
groundsmen as he slid this way and that (and yes, took the obligatory tumble).
Haas is nothing, if not a fighter, and as the light was beginning to fade, there was a
very real chance this might have to be finished under the lights, had Haas forced a
fourth set.
But there seem to be no chinks in Djokovic’s armour today – his returning, and
movement is going to make him quite a formidable barrier for the remainder of the
week.
Ros Satar is a British Journalist- an IT journalist by day, and a sports journalist in all
the gaps in between. Follow her tournament updates on twitter @TennisNewsTPN.
She is the co-founder of Britwatch Sports (britwatchsports.com). Follow her personal
twitter at @rfsatar.

http://www.tennispanorama.com/archives/52434
Great Britain Clinches Place in Davis Cup Semifinal
By Ros Satar
(July 19, 2015) LONDON, UK – In a rollercoaster race to the finish, Andy Murray overcame the worst
possible start in the fourth rubber to clinch Great Britain’s place in the Davis Cup quarter-final against
France.
From the outset though, it looked as though the crowds would be getting their money’s worth as a
sluggish looking Murray floundered early against a far fresher looking Gilles Simon at the start of the
first set.
The Frenchman seemed completely impenetrable on his serve, attacking well and out maneuvering
Murray at every turn as he quickly consolidated an early break before wrapping up the first set.
While it was imperative that Murray got off to a quick start, getting broken in the first game of the second
set was not in the plan, and there was many a furrowed British brow, as he struggled to stay with the
Frenchman who was getting the better of the ling rallies, and at one stage reduced Murray to sink to his
knees in despair. Even when he did get the break back, the Brit looked too exhausted to even bring
forth a fist-pump, despite the crowd willing him on, yet somehow he consolidated.
Even in the tie-break, it looked as through the French were running away with it, with a 4-1 lead, but a
couple of lacklustre points from Simon put Murray right back in it. Leveling the set saw a bit of a
reaction, but there was still an awfully long way for him to go.
Murray was on the attack though, racing through the third set now that the momentum was shifting
towards this side of the English Channel. But a bad slip after being broken at the start of the fourth set
put the French at a disadvantage. Simon had already taken a tumble when his knee gave way as he
landed from a serve, but after rolling his ankle, his movement was impaired as the fourth set got away
from him completely. That being said, it took Murray four match points to wind up the tie 4-6, 7-6(5, 6-3,
6-0 and for Great Britain to win 3-1.
Of course once again the doubles was the pivotal point, no matter how many times team captains want
to play it down, and at one stage it must have felt as though the entire tie was France versus The
Murray family.
French team captain Arnaud Clement said: “It was every time a little push from the British team, a little
bit more solid. A lot of sets during this weekend, just can see one or two points are missing and maybe
can change but it was always in the same for the British team. So it’s just the British was a little bit more
solid than us, and deserve this win.”
Leon Smith said: “It’s incredible how he find a way to dig as deep as he can. It is phenomenal what he
finds within himself, a set and a break down and that tiebreak, 4-1 down but he fights and he fights and
he fights and after a couple of those long brutal rallies, to be able to get up and serve again, ready for
the next point. I was sitting there thinking this is why he does the hard work, those moments when he
digs into his dark places of training and he finds a way to do it because his legs and his heart have been
conditioned to do it, and he does it better than anyone. I have nothing but immense respect.”
For Murray it will be another tough battle to go deep at the US Open, and then face two if not three vital
matches, if Britain are to keep their hopes of a place in their first Davis Cup final since 1936.
He said: “The memories that you have from those matches, like playing Glasgow earlier in the year, I
mean I’m sure the whole team would agree the atmosphere was absolutely unbelievable there. You
don’t get that in any other event, so you have a lot of memories from the Davis Cup and that’s one of the
reasons you’re passionate to play.”
Great Britain will now play host to Australia, who fought back from 2-0 down against Kazakhstan in
September, following the US Open.
Ros Satar is a British sports journalist covering tennis, and can also be found at Britwatch Sports.
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All Access at the WTA Finals

The 2015 BNP Paribas WTA Finals Singapore presented by SC Global returns to Singapore for the second
consecutive year with the top women competing for $7 million in prize money from October 23 to November 1.
This year’s singles field poses with the Billie Jean King Trophy in front of the National Gallery Singapore. Left
to Right: Flavia Pennetta (Italy), Agnieszka Radwanska (Poland), Maria Sharapova (Russia), Simona Halep
(Romania), Garbiñe Muguruza (Spain), Petra Kvitova (Czech Republic), Angelique Kerber (Germany) and
Lucie Safarova (Czech Republic). Credit: Getty Images.

By Ros Satar
(October 24, 2015) SINGAPORE – With the draw out of the way, it was time for the stars of this year’s
WTA Finals to meet the press, after a week of frenzied calculations of who may or may not make the
cut.
With World No. 1 Serena Williams’ absence, the field is possibly one of the most open in recent times,
with an all-European cast, with three debutantes (Garbiñe Muguruza, Flavia Pennetta and Lucie
Safarova), and a frenetic sprint to the finish for the last spots.

First up on the scene was Petra Kvitova, who clinched the title on her debut in 2011. It has been an up
and down year for the Czech, who still has the Fed Cup final to go before she can call time on her
season.
Kvitova took the brave move to take a couple of months off the spring hard-court swing, citing
exhaustion and later it emerged she had been struggling with mononucleosis so to qualify for the WTA
Finals was an achievement worth smiling about.
She said: “To qualify again after what was a tough year for me, I’m really satisfied that I made it again.
In the beginning of the year if somebody told me that I’m going to qualify, I’m not really going to believe
them. I hope that next year will be a bit boring.”
The fourth seed heads up a trio of lefties that have all wound up in the White Group, and felt that despite
the lack of the World No. 1, the field was ready to put on a good show.
“I know that we are missing Serena. I think she needed the time off so it’s good for her. Of course she is
a great champion and probably for many people she is one of the greatest player. So they are probably
a little bit sad she isn’t here.
“But I think it’s still a great draw and a great two groups. I think you’re going to see great tennis from
everyone here.”

Simona Halep

Top seed Simona Halep is thankfully out of the leftie group, but has the challenge of Maria Sharapova
in hers and feels ready to tackle the 2004 champion and get her first win over her.

Halep said: “I never beat her, but maybe I will have the chance here. I just want to play match by match,
everyone is playing tough here. We are the best eight players in the world so every match is like a final.
I have nothing to lose. I have no expectations.”
Halep stunned Williams last year in the Round Robin stages before meeting her again in the final, on
her debut last year. With three players making their debut this year, she felt like the field could be wide
open this year.
She continued: “A few players are coming very strong. Muguruza – she’s coming very strong. She’s
strong, she’s a strong player. She can win many matches, many important tournaments, Radwanska, is
coming back again. She’s playing well, Pennetta won US Open, for the first time.
“So of course she will give everything she has because she said she’s going to retire so she has nothing
to lose anymore. It’s my second year playing the WTA Finals so I have nothing to lose too because last
year I had great result. So I think everyone can win the title.”

Fifth seed Agnieszka Radwanska is another player who has had a tough year, but in a spurt towards
the end of the year picked up pace to qualify fifth for the WTA Finals.
“Of course, beginning of the year was tough. To be honest, I didn’t really change much. I was practicing
the same. It’s just during the matches, something didn’t work. I couldn’t really play my best game during
the matches.
“[The] grass court season I think gave me much more confidence on court. That was kind of a click out
there. I was playing much better, feeling much better on court than beginning of the year. It was still not
too late to be here, to make much more points in the second part of the season.”

The wait was possibly more nail-biting for Angelique Kerber, who was relying on the results of others
to make the cut.
“You know, of course it’s better if you have it in your hands. But at the end, I was waiting and watching a
little bit on the live score how the other is playing.
“At the end I did everything I could this year to be here. Of course, I’m proud that I qualified at the end. It
was I think the most toughest and closest to qualify at the end.”
For Muguruza – it is her singles debut, having made the doubles event here last year, and she will be
contesting both this year. Since winning her highest profile tournament to date in Beijing, she has been
in Singapore preparing for this tournament, and the challenges of playing both the singles and doubles.
“I think is very tough to play singles and doubles, especially when you are really in high rankings
because every match you play, you really need to be 100%. Obviously playing singles and doubles
makes you more tired. You have to spend more hours in the side practicing, talking and thinking. But I
enjoy playing doubles with Carla (Suarez Navarro). We said two years ago, Carla, let’s play doubles and
see what happens.
“We are playing Masters again, it’s amazing. I think it helps me a lot, doubles, as a better player, to
learn things. So far I’m enjoying singles and doubles, but it’s hard, really hard.”

Flavia Pennetta

After Flavia Pennetta triumphed in New York, winning her maiden slam and then announcing this would
be her last year in tennis, she acknowledged that once she had a chance to make the cut, she would
fight for it.
But she was very clear – this is her final tournament as a player, and while she emphatically shut down
the thought of becoming a coach to at least a senior player, the thought of perhaps shaping how stars of
the future are made appealed.
She said: “That thing is going to be something that I like to do, more to just explain them how it is the
life. I mean, now I feel there is a lot of pressure [on] the young children to become champions. I think
there is a right time for everything.
“They need to be a child. They need to have fun. They don’t have to be professional at 10 years old. I
mean, they have so much time in the life. Why to rush too much? Now I think they are really push from
the sponsor, from the family, from everyone. Before was more relaxing everything. Now they want it too
much, so early.”

Lucie Safarova

In fact Pennetta is not the only player who has found success a little later in her career, with Lucie
Safarovajoining the cast of players this year, following her run to the final of the French Open.
“I’ve been improving through last couple years already. I’ve been climbing the rankings. It hasn’t been
as fast as some other players jump there. But the more I really enjoy it, I’m thankful for it.”
She will be partnering Bethanie Mattek-Sands in the doubles.

Pride of place in terms of the day’s procession of players was 2004 champion Maria Sharapova. One of
only two players here who won on their debut, it has been an up and down year for the Russian, who
battled with injury throughout the US hard court season and only took to the court after Wimbledon for
the first time in Wuhan, where she had to retire in her opening match.
Sharapova might avoid the ‘group of lefties’ but with little match play and even with no nemesis Williams
in the mix, and the prospect of the Fed Cup final ahead, there are plenty of challenges enough this week
in Singapore.
She said: “Considering I haven’t played much, it doesn’t change much for me. I think, as I said before,
it’s not so much who I’m playing against or what my record is than it is about me being out there and
staying healthy and working my way through the matches.
“I feel there’s definitely been a big mix of a few players that have done extremely well at certain times of
the year and not so in other parts of the year. Besides Serena, the consistency has been lacking, that’s
for sure.

“Of course, there are definitely names that have been around, a younger generation that we always
believed would come through, is proving to show that. There are also players that have had great
potential around my age that have come through and done extremely well, and even older. There’s
been a mix of everything this year.”
Sharapova will be part of the opening day’s line-up, playing on the opening night against Radwanska.
Earlier in the day the WTA Rising Stars final will take place, and will be followed by Halep v Pennetta.
Monday’s schedule will see Muguruza kick off the White Group matches against Safarova while Kvitova
and Kerber take the night match honours.
Play on Sunday begins at 11am with Bethanie Mattek-Sands/Safarova v Muguruza/Suárez Navarro.
Ros Satar is a British sports journalist covering tennis, and can also be found at Britwatch Sports.
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WTA Finals – Sharapova Rallies While Halep Dominates
in Opening Wins
By Ros Satar
(October 25, 2015) SINGAPORE –
Simona Halep [1] d Flavia Pennetta [7]

Any doubts over Halep’s fitness was dispelled pretty much in an instant (well, at least in the first 25
minutes) as the Romanian scampered around as well as she has ever done, to wrap up the first set over
the last Slam title winner of the year in just 25 minutes without dropping a game.
Halep, who has struggled in the past with the variety and finesse that an on-form Pennetta has to offer,
could seemingly do nothing wrong in the first set, as Pennetta struggled to find any way into the match.
The second set saw a lot more attacking play from the Italian as Halep maybe faltered ever so slightly,
not quite finding the lines but having no trouble with the wide open space behind them.
But Pennetta admitted that she just was not on point to take her chances today as Halep set down a
marker that her run to the finals last year was no fluke.
She admitted: “The second set was much better. I was trying to find something more, to be more
aggressive, and I was more close and I have my chance. I didn’t make it.”
Of course the beauty of the round robin format is you live to fight another day. While Pennetta has been
to the season ending finals before, winning with doubles partner Gisela Dulko in 2010, this was her first
(and of course last) shot at the singles.
“I think I have to recover a little bit, to have more energy, to be more aggressive, and that’s going to be
my goal for the next match for sure.”
For the Romanian – if she can keep up that level of aggression, she will be targeting her first win
over Maria Sharapova.
She said: “I was well-prepared and I knew how to play against her. I was expecting that she’s going to
play the same like in US Open, and I knew how to adapt the game. So I was solid. I was
smart-aggressive, I can say. I didn’t use overpower. I just opened the court and I tried to finish the
point.”
Halep started quickly last year, stunning Serena Williams in the round-robin stages before succumbing
in the final on her debut. She admitted that last year she was just happy to be there, but if she plays
throughout the early stages like she did today, she has to be a favourite to win at the end of next
Sunday.
Maria Sharapova [3] d Agnieszka Radwanska [5] 4-6 6-3 6-4

If Halep was speedy, we knew we were in for the long haul as Maria Sharapova and Agnieszka
Radwanska embarked upon games that were almost half as long as the first set of Halep/Pennetta.
Sharapova looked to be a little rusty – something that she probably expected having not gotten through
a full match since her semifinal defeat by Serena Williams this summer at Wimbledon. Fist-pumping
battling, it was left to Radwanska to pull out the ninja tricks with some outstanding shot-making to keep
herself in contention as they both had their chances to make a break, neither being able to convert.
After a quick start in the second set by Sharapova, they seemed to be back to their old dueling ways as
Radwanska righted the ship to get back on the board at 1-3. But by now the bit was between the
Russian’s teeth as she leveled the match to set up a decider, and more importantly to answer the
question about how match-ready she was.
The first advantage in the decider went to Sharapova in a hold just shy of 14 minutes followed by a
break to put Radwanska firmly on the back foot. By now looking spent, it was as much as she could do
to stay in contention as Sharapova faltered once after breaking to serve out the match for the first time,
before finally grinding out the win, 4-6, 6-3, 6-4.
Radwanska had to admit this was the one that got away, after the match: “I think she is just kind of
player that even that she didn’t play for couple months, she’s always ready to play matches and always
in shape to play really good match.
“I think we always playing three hours match in Championships, so I’m not surprised.
“I think it was really good match. I didn’t really use my chances. Couple of off games that I just slip away
a little bit.”
“Even when you lose you have chances to go for it. Of course no easy matches here, so I’ll be very
happy to play the same tennis that I was playing today and we’ll see.”
For Sharapova, the relief of having completed her first match since July was palpable.
She explained: “I’ve had a lot of starts and stops, and I was just really thrilled that despite not playing
these last few months and not playing my best tennis, I was facing an opponent that obviously deserved
a spot in tournament and has had a really great last few months, and I just felt like I was able to take
myself to another level physically, which I didn’t exactly expect that I would be able to.
“I know we have pretty long ones. I know a lot of you look forward to them. I do, too. I really do enjoy
playing against her. I feel like those are some of the matches that I like to watch on TV, when different
styles of games clash against each other. Becomes that bit of a cat and mouse game.”
Play will continue on Monday with both Garbiñe Muguruza taking on Lucie Safarova in the evening
session, followed by Petra Kvitova and Angelique Kerber.
Ros Satar is a British sports journalist covering tennis, and can also be found at Britwatch Sports.
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Muguruza and Kerber Win Their Opening Matches at
WTA Finals in Singapore

Angelique Kerber

By Ros Satar
(October 26, 2015) SINGAPORE – It was the turn of the White Group to get underway in Singapore,
after a high quality end to the opening day, as the two busiest stars opened the evening’s proceedings.
Garbine Muguruza may have looked sluggish and like an easy target in their doubles on Sunday where
she and partner Carla Suárez Navarro lost to Lucie Safarova and Bethanie Mattek-Sands, but her
steely focus was back in full effect as she sought to push for a break before the first change of ends,
finally coming good on her fourth break point.
She went hunting for a double break cushion in a lengthy see-sawing game but had to wait until the end
of the set to get her reward, breaking the Czech for a second time to seal the first set 6-3.
Safarova kicked into gear at the start of the second set, breaking Muguruza to start, as she built up a 31 lead. The Spaniard edged back on equal terms as the pair upped the quality of their play, pushing
each other towards a tie-break.

It was a more aggressive start by Muguruza, as she built up a head of steam, leaving Safarova on the
back foot. Even a couple of mini-breaks was not quite enough to put her back in contention, as
Muguruza closed out with two breaks of the Safarova serve to claim her first singles win at the WTA
Finals, 6-3, 7-6(4).
Despite the loss, Safarova was able to take some positives away, and of course lives to come back
another day.
She said: “It was a good match today. She was serving very well and pressuring me. Was going for her
shots. I think the difference maybe a lot in self-confidence. Even in those key moments she remained
very strong.”
She continued: “So I feel like I’m slowly back in my game, but of course you need the wins. So I will
keep positive and keep fighting in the next matches.”
For Muguruza it was a dream start on what has been an outstanding year.
She told media, after the match: “Obviously to go there and play and win for the first time, it’s great. So I
feel now more calm, more in the tournament.
“I just went here and maybe … she hasn’t played for maybe couple of weeks. But I definitely played
good today, so I think that helped a lot. (Smiling.)”
The remaining lefties came right along to do battle next. In practice, Petra Kvitova had looked happy
and relaxed, but it was Angelique Kerber who made the quickest adjustment to the court, swiftly
breaking to establish a lead that Kvitova never looked close to eradicating.
Things looked more hopeful for the 2011 champion as she ground away at Kerber to break away for a
3-1 lead, before the pair traded breaks back and forth on their way to a tie-break. Once ahead, Kerber
hung on to grab the victory 6-2, 7-6(3).
For a match that promised so much, Kvitova could only acknowledge Kerber’s late burst of form at the
tail end of the year.
She said: “I know that she’s a great player. She’s very good mover and fighter as well, so I know it’s
going to be difficult. I think in the second set it was kind of the fight finally.
“I was trying what I can in the moment. I expect for sure difficult match. She play really good swing in
Asia. I just knew it’s going to be good match. I didn’t really play the best in the first set, but I was trying
to do something a little bit better in the second.”
It was a satisfied Kerber who took to the platform – but surprisingly may have also been gearing up for
the long haul. She admitted: “I was a little bit nervous before I went on court, but I was actually trying to
just play my game plan and it works.
“The second set was like a little bit close and was up and downs. Yeah, but I played the tiebreak at the
end very good, so that was the key for the match at the end.”
Agnieszka Radwanska gets the singles program underway on Tuesday against Flavia Pennetta, with
the evening match set for another epic encounter between top seed Simona Halep and Maria
Sharapova.
Ros Satar is a British sports journalist covering tennis, and can also be found at Britwatch Sports.
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Sharapova 2-0 with Win Over Halep, While Pennetta
Notches First Win at WTA Finals
View image | gettyimages.com

By Ros Satar
(October 27,2015) SINGAPORE- The aftermath of Monday night’s defeat at the WTA Finals in
Singapore seemed to weigh heavy in the practice courts for Petra Kvitova, as certainly the first part of
her training session revolved around some earnest and animated discussion on the side of her coach
David Kotyza before they finally got to hitting (the ball, not each other).
Meanwhile Flavia Pennetta looked relaxed in her warm up and despite getting broken in her first game
as she took to the court in the day session against Agnieszka Radwanska, she looked to be playing far
more aggressively than she had against Simona Halep.
As you might come to expect from this pair, the use of angles, the entire court and lines was on full
display as the pair matched each other, a break here, a recovery there before Pennetta edged the
tiebreak 7-6(5).
There was a brief pause as the Italian had to get her ankle strapped after tweaking it in the first set, but
she continued to look just that little bit sharper than Radwanska whose customary magic skills seemed
to falter against the Italian, as she was edged out 7-6(5), 6-4.
Pennetta can appreciate what it must be like for Maria Sharapova to have come back after such a
lengthy time off the tour, and to feel she may now have some momentum.
The Italian said: “The win she had against Radwanska the first match the first day was impressive. She
play good. Of course she is healthy. She has this adrenaline because she was out for three or four
months, something like that. When you come in the court after so long you are with a lot of energy. It’s
going to be tough for sure. “
With her 500th tour win in the balance, and of course her chances of making the semifinals of the
tournament, it was going to be a very nail-biting evening for Radwanska as her place in the tournament
now depends on the outcome of the match between Simona Halep and Maria Sharapova. She would
need Halep to lose to keep her hopes alive.
Coming out looking fierce, Halep responded to getting broken straight away by whipping straight back
but a sloppy could games where she failed to her chances to go up another break cost her dear as
some pleasing variety from Sharapova saw her break on a third set point for the first set.
The second set started in the same way with Sharapova making the first strike, but this time Halep was
all at sea as Sharapova broke her again to leap out to a 5-1 lead. Those couple of months out might
have accounted for a little serving-out rust as Halep ground back two breaks but just could not
consolidate to stay in with a fighting chance, with Sharapova winning 6-4, 6-4.
Halep acknowledged that Sharapova’s level rises when they play, saying: “She played really well today,
even if she didn’t play for a long time, since Wimbledon. Yeah she knows how to play. She’s a
champion. She has experience. I can say I feel she’s playing really well against me always, but that’s
tennis. I have to accept and to do things better.”
Sharapova expects another grueling and physical encounter in the final round robin match, and if
Pennetta and Halep both win their matches in straight sets, Sharapova will be eliminated.
She said: “I’ve always been a player that goes into a match and I don’t seek perfection because I don’t
know if that’s possible. At least I’ve never proven to myself that’s possible. You’re always going to make
mistakes and errors.
Sometimes, and most of the time, I feel happier when I get through a match and I didn’t play my best
tennis but found a way to win. That gives me a lot more confidence.”
The second round robin stage for the white group kicks off with the all-Czech encounter between
Kvitova and Lucie Safarova, with the night-match focus falling on arguably the other favourite for the
title, Garbiñe Muguruza.
Ros Satar is in Singapore covering the WTA Finals as media for Tennis Panorama News. She is a
British sports journalist covering tennis, and can also be found at Britwatch Sports.
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Kvitova Beats Safarova, Muguruza Moves to 2-0 at WTA
Finals in Singapore
View image | gettyimages.com

By Ros Satar
(October 28, 2015) SINGAPORE – On a rainy day in Singapore, Petra Kvitova finally found a way to
shine as she challenged fellow leftie Czech Lucie Safarova. With both having lost their opening rounds,
it was really a must win for either of them to avoid an early trip home (albeit to prepare for the Fed Cup
Final).
It might not have been the prettiest of tennis out there, but the match was a tight two-setter with
Safarova going toe-to-toe with Kvitova, neither player conceding a break point until the end of the first
set, as Safarova strove to get the advantage.
It took the 2011 champion two set points to get the much needed edge over her Fed Cup team-mate,
but that was no deterrent to Safarova as she came out swinging for the fences. Catching Kvitova on the
hop, she ripped through the first three games before the two-time Wimbledon champion shot back with
four games on the trot to get right back in it.
She even threatened to break again, forcing Safarova to save two break points, before finally delivering
the blow in the final game, breaking for the match 7-5, 7-5.
Kvitova described how she felt she had turned things around, saying: “I think in the last game she
missed two forehands down the line. I think that’s her best shot. So probably that helped me in that
game. But really tough to say. I mean, always when it’s really tight, the sets, you going to try to keep to
putting as many balls in and just try and wait what going to happen.”
With the pair set to team up in the Fed Cup Final, Safarova described how the different dynamic helps
pull the team together.
She said: I prefer playing with Petra. We always had a lot of fun through Fed Cup weeks. We are a
great team, which we show with our results in last few years. I’m excited about that. It will be nice to play
in Prague, at home, in front of our crowd. We have sold out the arena already, so I’m sure it will be
amazing.
“[The team] do all sorts. We have every day team dinners, and of course we have practices together.
We have fun in the locker room. We always in the evening hang out together at our doctor’s room and
just chat. Someone has a treatment and all the others are there with them. So it’s just a really nice
week. Like all activities what we do we do together.”
Next up on the menu was Garbiñe Muguruza and Angelique Kerber, and many felt this had the
potential to be a corker of a match. It certainly started with intent as the Spaniard, currently on a three
match-winning streak over Kerber, including two wins in Grand Slams this year.
That may well have played on her mind, as she lost her opening game, although broke back to set
things back on an even keel. Neither player seemed to be giving an inch, but a sloppy ninth game saw
Muguruza force Kerber onto the back foot. One break-point was saved but it was not enough as
Muguruza struck before edging out the first set 6-4.
She wanted to carry on that momentum, pushing Kerber to defend three break points but the German
would not allow her the early momentum. That being said, Kerber just could not make a dent in the
Muguruza service game, and struggled once more with Muguruza playing very solidly and being
rewarded with the break.
Credit where it is due though, as the German battled back but all that effort was to no avail as she was
broken straight back as Muguruza stepped up to serve the match out 6-4, 6-4.
With three match points behind her the nerves kicked in, throwing in her first double fault of the match.
But a beautiful finish at the net saw Muguruza in the running for qualification with a 2-0 lead, but of
course life is never that simple with the scenarios.
Muguruza said: “I’m feeling very good. You never know how it’s going to go here when you come first
time. For sure I’m very happy of how is it going.

“Hopefully I can keep playing like this. It’s great to be here in singles and doubles. I’ve played all the
year singles and doubles, singles and doubles, so it’s great to have this payoff being here.”
Kerber said: I think it was a good match from both of us. It was a close one in the first, and in the second
set I had my chances. I couldn’t take it in the first set and as well in the second set.
“I was coming back in the second set. I was trying to play until the last point. Again, I was fighting, like
I’m always doing. But she was more aggressive in the important moments. I think that was the key at
the end for the match.”
She continued: “I think she played a good year. I mean, she reached the top 10, top 5 right now. But I
think right now she had a lot of confidence from the last few weeks, and I think that helps her like to be
very confident in the important moment and just go for it. I think that’s why she is so dangerous right
now.”
The scenarios for both groups give everyone some kind of chance as we head into the last matches of
the round robin stages and return to the Red Group, as top seed Simona Halep takes on Agnieszka
Radwanska, and Maria Sharapova possibly closes the door on US Open champion Flavia Pennetta’s
career.
Play begins at 1pm with the doubles on Thursday.
Ros Satar is in Singapore covering the WTA Finals as media for Tennis Panorama News. She is a
British sports journalist covering tennis, and can also be found at Britwatch Sports.
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Pennetta Loses Her Final Match to Sharapova, While
Radwanska Dashes Halep’s Semifinal Hopes at WTA
Finals

Agnieszka Radwanska

By Ros Satar
(October 29, 2015) SINGAPORE – After the general speculation that swirls around once the Round
Robin scenarios start doing the rounds, comes the nail-biting action, and the Red Group kicked all that
off in fine style on day five of the WTA Finals in Singapore.
Of all the players that came to Singapore at the end of last week, it was maybe Agnieszka
Radwanska who looked to be in the best form. She had a solid Asian swing with just a blip in Wuhan
and was looking to finish the year strong.
She was up against Simona Halep who was coming off the back of an injury but seemed to be up for
the challenge, starting with a confident win, but seemingly coming unraveled yet again at the hands
of Maria Sharapova.

Starting with a break, against Radwanska who had looked somewhat lacklustre against Flavia
Pennetta, it looked as though the Pole was going to be starting her holidays early with a 0-3 record. But
gradually those trademark Ninja skills came into play, and with some breathtakingly bold shots out of
necessity to keep the ball in play, she struck back.
As Radwanska hung on to force a first set tie-breaker, sure enough Halep pushed and hustled her way
to a 5-1 lead, but credit to Radwanska she kept plugging away, catching up to Halep, and pushing past
her for a set point. In the rally of the tournament, she won surely the point of the tournament to take the
set, winning the next six points in a row.
Momentum is everything and although Halep came through a tough hold, saving a break point along the
way in the first game of the second set, that was the last show of resistance as Radwanska bulldozed
past her to give herself a slim chance of making the semifinals with a 1-2 record.
After failing to maybe deliver throughout the clay court season, Halep still finishes high in the rankings
with some good titles behind her, so all in all – a good performance?
She said: “I think I had a good year this year. Ups and downs, but it was okay. I will finish No. 2 or No. 3
in the world so it’s pretty good for me. It’s second year in a row.
“I want to get better for the next year. I have many things to improve. I have to run a little bit more
because I need. Today I couldn’t breathe anymore in the second set. But it’s normal. I have to be
healthy first and then to train hard. I really want to get better; I want to do better next year.”
For Radwanska, her hopes were alive albeit in the hands of Sharapova, as she described her comeback
to win 7-6(5), 6-1.
She said: “That definitely was a crazy set. Up and downs pretty much whole set. Every point matters in
that case. Well, the tiebreak I didn’t really know that I could come back, and suddenly -- I think I was
really relaxed. I didn’t get tight and I think I made really good shot in important moments. When was just
5-1 down I think I just kind of play aggressive tennis and that works.
“What I can do right now is just watch and cheer for Maria. So that’s it. (Laughter.)”
It was certainly going to be all eyes on Sharapova, but also on Pennetta, who was potentially in her last
match, unless she could take at least a set off the former champion.
For a time it looked like we would see just that – Pennetta started with a break and stayed steady until
around the middle of the set, when Sharapova kicked up a notch to get the break back.
Many had thought she could take a set off Sharapova, having won the last three matches over her
including at Indian Wells this year. But once more when the momentum was with Sharapova, she was
not going to relinquish it in a hurry as she quickly dominated the second set, winning 7-5, 6-1.
As the sun set on Pennetta’s career, it was a quick exit as she declined an on court ceremony after a
hug at the net with Sharapova, who finishes top of the group with Radwanska second.
Pennetta explained her rapid departure: “I’m happy to have the chance to play this tournament. I think to
have the last match against Maria was amazing play such a good champion. Was a good way also to
say good-bye, because when you lose against such a good player there is not too many things to say.
“I don’t want any drama. I don’t like drama. I wasn’t able to do that, so I prefer maybe to do it in few
months. I don’t know, maybe in Rome or wherever. But in that time -- I don’t like drama and I don’t like
to cry, and I know if I was there I will cry. So why? No. (Laughter.)”
Pennetta spoke about what she’ll miss about playing the tour: “I think I will miss the players in a way it’s
like a family. But I cannot tell you what I going to miss more than that. I think also I will miss the
competition. When you go on the court, the central court, it’s something special. I don’t think I will have
it anymore. But in the other way, I am really happy to start a new part of life, new things.”
Sharapova had already qualified and knew that but did not know what the specific scenarios were as far
as Pennetta was concerned.
She said: “I knew that I had qualified before my match, but I didn’t know about how the result of the
match would change the standings or who would go in.
I knew if she would win she would go
through. Other than that, I didn’t know the calculations exactly.

“I didn’t know in the last point that if I had won match in two that she was out, so it wasn’t something that
I had thought about. But then it was mentioned to me after, right before I threw the balls up in the air that
she was out.”
She continued: “Every match for me just counts at this point in the season in the last tournament. As I
said before, I wanted to try to play a high-quality three matches, and I didn’t know the results would
have gone the way that I have expected.
“I’m actually, I think, also a little bit surprised that I’ve been able to win three matches, as physical as
some of those matches were. I think knowing that I qualified allowed me to be a little bit more
aggressive today. I thought I played quite aggressively in the second set and had a good ratio of
winners and unforced errors, was quite solid. Served well.
“So all those things helped me. And also not playing a third set against Flavia, as we have done
previously, is also a big help for me.”
Friday’s scenarios are a little less clean cut, but it would be a surprise not to see Garbiñe Muguruza
mirror Sharapova with a clean sweep of wins, and few would begrudge Angelique Kerber her shot at
getting out of the round robin stages for the first time.
With the Singapore Tennis Evening taking up the night’s festivities, play starts at 11am.
Ros Satar is in Singapore covering the WTA Finals as media for Tennis Panorama News. She is a
British sports journalist covering tennis, and can also be found at Britwatch Sports.
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With Win Over Kvitova, Muguruza Reaches Semis in
WTA Finals Debut
View image | gettyimages.com

By Ros Satar
(October 30, 2015) SINGAPORE – The final day’s Round Robin at the WTA Finals matches saw the
highest seed remaining, Garbiñe Muguruza take on former champion Petra Kvitova in the first match
of the day. After a disrupted year, Kvitova seemed ill at ease on court in her opener, losing to
Germany’s Angelique Kerber and thus setting herself on the back foot for the tournament.
She may have kept up her spotless record against compatriot Lucie Safarova, but after a mammoth
hold in her opening service game, staving off three break points, first blood inevitably went to the
Spaniard, who this time needed no second invitation to capitalize on the break point.
It was a good response though from the Czech, who kept her head to break straight back, but not to be
outdone Muguruza struck back again to regain the advantage. Kvitova picked up her serving to at least
stay in contention but the second break put Muguruza in the driver’s seat to serve out the first set, and
this secure her qualification at the top of the tree in the white group.
Yet again the pair traded breaks at the start of the second set, as the Czech started to unwind a bit, this
time being the one to exert pressure on Muguruza. With the scenarios still dictating that a win would
need both Czech lefties to be victorious, the 2011 champion seemed to relax more into her hitting in the
second set, easing out to a 3-1 lead.
With three breaks apiece, a botched swipe at the net and the merest of deflections off the net kept
Kvitova hanging in, as Muguruza seemed to buckle for the first time this tournament, swinging wide and
long, with Kvitova barely having to do much to break to take the set.
This time it was Kvitova who started by swinging for the fences, but again just not being able to hold on
to her break advantage. What was at stake was Muguruza’s position in the mix. A win in three for the
Spaniard meant we were still theoretically on course for a Maria Sharapova/Muguruza final, but if
Kvitova swung for the win, and could call upon compatriot Lucie Safarova to beat Angelique Kerber, the
Czech could force a change in the position and throw the script out the window.
Take nothing in women’s tennis for granted. Kvitova’s break was once more nullified by the Spaniard
and the game of chess continued. The quality of tennis from both was outstanding, but at the end the
nerves of steel belonged to Muguruza after swinging between match-points and break-points, finally
sealing it 6-4, 4-6, 7-5 on her fourth.
With that she qualified top of the group with a perfect 3-0 record on her debut, leaving Safarova to save
Kvitova’s chances with a straight sets win over Kerber, and with the German needing just a single set to
advance.
It was not technically over for the Czech when she came into press, but one couldn’t help feeling that
maybe the focus was shifting.
Kvitova said: “I think for me it’s first time in kind of this situation, so it’s kind of new for me. Of course I’m
cheering for Lucie, but, I mean, I did everything what I could today. Really didn’t happen. I left
everything so I’m okay.
“Still have a Fed Cup final ahead, which is interesting and I’m really looking forward to do that. The main
goal is be prepared and healthy for the next season.”
It was undoubtedly Muguruza’s toughest battle yet, and with the singles and the doubles semifinals to
contest, it is a tough end to the season coming right up.
Admitting she was tired, and now just concentrating on getting through the week, Muguruza said: “I went
to the court thinking that I want to win the match, not only a set or just to qualify. I went there like, No
Garbine, go on the court and -- if you go on the court you have to go and win, not to be half/half.
“So that’s what I did. I had my good and bad moments, but I’m just happy that I’ve been through.”

If there were any hopes this would be a straight forward match, three straight breaks of serve quickly
dispelled that. With Safarova managing to consolidate her second break, it was enough to keep her
nose ahead, and even squandering two set points on Kerber’s serve was not enough to halt her
momentum as she moved half way to putting Kvitova back in the mix.
It was a very rattled Kerber almost tearfully remonstrating with her coach down a break in the second
set. It was disappointing that after demonstrating some solid aggressive play, the German was reverting
to much more passive play and it was costing her dearly.
It was the cruelest blow to Kerber – for the third time in a row she failed to advance at a time when she
looked to be the player most likely to join Muguruza in the semifinals. Match to Safarova 6-4, 6-3.
The semifinal line up is Sharapova verus Kvitova and Muguruza against Radwanska.
Ros Satar is in Singapore covering the WTA Finals as media for Tennis Panorama News. She is a
British sports journalist covering tennis, and can also be found at Britwatch Sports.
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Kvitova to Face Radwanska for WTA Finals Crown

Agniezska Radwanska

By Ros Satar
(October 31, 2015) SINGAPORE – The question around the media centre at the WTA Finals was just
how much had Garbiñe Muguruza’s efforts in both the singles and the doubles taken out of her. A
grueling match with Petra Kvitova had left her admitting that she felt pretty tired, whereas for Agnieszka
Radwanska, it was a slot gained by the supreme play so far from Maria Sharapova, coming in with a 12 record for the second time in a row.
Even watching them in training in the morning, Radwanska seemed the more care-free and freeswinging while Muguruza looked a bit inhibited and more subdued. That being said, the nerves were
evident for both as they started with trading breaks, before Radwanska held serve before the first
change of ends.
With a run of four games on the trot, it looked as though Muguruza’s bubble had burst, while
Radwanska, on her seventh time out at the season ending championships looked on the verge of
getting past the semi-finals for the first time.

Calling out coach Sam Sumyk, Muguruza looked impassive as he murmured his advice, but whatever
he said, it worked as she decided it was high time she went on a little winning spree of her own, winning
the next three games to put her right back in contention.
Now things were picking up as the Muguruza started to apply a little more pressure, moving the
magician around, putting some of that doubles prowess to good use, to force a first set tie-break.
Despite once more building up an advantage, Muguruza came back from 1-4 down to win five points in
a row to bring up set point. Radwanska pulled off a regular Houdini trick to save it, and after a slugging
rally, a bewitched net cord delivered Radwanska the cruelest blow, dropping the ball back on her side to
hand Muguruza the first set with quite some drama.
If we thought the momentum would be with the second seed, we could not have been more wrong.
Once more Radwanska was the quicker off the mark, quickly leaping out to a 4-0 lead before Muguruza
would get on the board. This time, though there would be no miracle come back as Radwanska leveled
the match.
With a feeling of déjà vu, Radwanska once more picked up a 3-0 lead, and this time it looked as though
Muguruza was done. Yet again though with her back against the wall, Muguruza slowly crept back into
the game. But the fatigue finally caught up with the Spaniard who could not serve to force a tie-break,
with Radwanska breaking on her second match point to win 7-6(5,) 3-6, 7-5.
Radwanska said, after the match: “I was just so happy to get through that match. Like I was saying
before, I didn’t really expect to be in the semis after the first losses and now it’s the final. So that was
really big match. Well, a lot of emotion during that match I think all three hours. I’m just so relieved that
it’s over and I could win that match.”
Describing some of the outstanding tennis on show today, she said: “Sometimes like, Oh, my God. It’s
in! But tennis is so fast, so you’re not really have time to think. That’s just the reaction. We have not
even a second to make shot, a decision, and it’s just suddenly there. But, well, I’m just always very
happy to make those shots. Well, yeah. (Smiling.)”
With Muguruza still having to play the doubles semifinal later today, she was positive about the whole
run, saying: “In the first set like I kind of give it all, and then it was hard for me to start the second one.
But, well, I just wanted to give everything I had, and doesn’t matter how long I was going to be able to
keep it. I just went out there, and if I die on the court, I die, but at least I go out from there happy.
“I’m super happy the way I played. I think it’s amazing: Tokyo, Wuhan, Beijing, and here and be able to
keep the level and go out there and just have amazing matches.”

Petra Kvitova

The second semifinal had all the promise of a long slugfest with Maria Sharapova and Petra Kvitova
trading breaks right at the start, before they got right down to business. But it has been a bit of an
unsettled tournament for Kvitova. A lackluster start, and a tough battle to finish with a 1-2 record, reliant
on an outstanding display by Lucie Safarova to dump Angelique Kerber out of the competition.
Any concerns though that she might have checked out a bit, went with two breaks at the end of the set
in succession.

With the Russian hustling to a 3-0 lead at the start of the second, and no doubt having watched the first
semifinal grind out with a sense of glee, she proceeded to make extremely light work of the Czech.
Faced with yet another 1-4 score-line deficit, were we going to see another memorable comeback this
evening?
The answer turned out to be yes, as Kvitova clicked into focus and worked her way back in, and
Sharapova, who has been so strong throughout started to unravel a bit, while Kvitova ran off five games
on the trot. Sharapova managed to stop the rot, to push the second set into a tie-break. Kvitova by now
was locked in as she went on a run of four straight points to set up a final with Radwanska, winning 6-3,
7-6(3).
There were a lot of positives for Sharapova to take away from a tournament which signaled her first
complete run since July this year.
She explained: “I didn’t have expectations coming into this week. Of course it’s always tough to sit after
a match and say you’re happy, especially after you lose it. But I think it would be quite unprofessional of
me to not take a lot of positives out of this week. I think there’s a lot to look forward to in the off-season
and next year, yeah, as well as couple of the matches in two weeks.
“I was able to play quite physical matches and get through them. I think that was something that I wasn’t
sure of coming into this week because I hadn’t played a lot.
“I don’t know what to expect [from the Fed Cup Final]. I know it’s going to be much more difficult than
the first time around, but it’s never easy playing away and never easy being in the final as well. Yeah, I
just look forward to the experience. Something new for me.”
Kvitova had gone from being fairly disinterested in proceedings after almost accepting that her season
(excepting Fed Cup) was over, to now having a shot at a second title.
She said: “It’s very weird, I have to say. Yesterday I was talking about my season, and it’s still not over
yet. But I’m happy for that for sure. I mean, I couldn’t really believe that I going to play semifinal; now I’m
the final, which is very interesting. I’m really looking forward. I think Aga is kind of in the same situation,
so it’s going to be interesting.
“[She is a] difficult opponent, for sure. She’s very smart. I think she has a lot the variety on the court.
She getting so many balls, so sometimes it feels that she’s never-ending story on the court. So it’s really
about the patient and still be kind of sharp, but playing a lot of shots and rallies. It’s difficult. But last
match of the season for her, for me - even if I’m not counting with the Fed Cup -- so both of us will leave
everything out there tomorrow.”
Kvitova and Radwanska will play the final, on Stadium Court at 6:30pm.
Ros Satar is in Singapore covering the WTA Finals as media for Tennis Panorama News. She is a
British sports journalist covering tennis, and can also be found at Britwatch Sports.

http://www.tennispanorama.com/archives/53788

Agnieszka Radwanska Triumphs in Singapore to Win
WTA Finals Crown

By Ros Satar
(November 1, 2015) SINGAPORE – It is fair to say this was a title that no-one was expecting at the start
of the week, as Agnieszka Radwanska and Petra Kvitova took to the court. This was going to be the
first time anyone with a 1-2 record in the round robin phase of the WTA Finals would go on to lift the
championship trophy.
But all that needed to be put aside, especially for Kvitova, who quickly found herself down a break at the
start of the opening set. Steadying the nerves to at least get on the board, it was going to be important
for her to stay in contention, against an in-form Radwanska – who was ready to punish any careless
generosity of points from the Czech.
The first set was completely out of her reach in 33 minutes as Radwanska’s control versus Kvitova’s
errors told the story in the score line of 6-2. If ever there was a time that Kvitova needed to be on the
winning side of a brutal game it was now, but Radwanska could seemingly do no wrong, breaking the
Czech in the first game.
The only way out for Kvitova would be to keep the points short and somehow, she seemed to find her
groove, reeling off nine points in a row to get things back on serve. Keeping the pressure on now was
vital if she wanted to delay/deny Radwanska making some Polish history. At the very least (especially
after a Doubles final drubbing for Carla Suarez Navarro and Garbine Muguruza in a little over an hour),
the crowd needed to have a match to get their teeth into.

By the third set though it was clear that the heavy strapping on Kvitova’s right thigh was causing her
grief. On more than one occasion she had looked in pain as the momentum shifted first the Czech’s
way, and then back to Radwanska as she came from a break down in the decider to lead by a break.
Neither seemed willing to hold until finally Radwanska seemed to steady the ship to edge to a 5-3 lead.
Kvitova’s grip loosened as Radwanska broke her to win as Kvitova dumped a forehand into the net.
Given that both players came in with a losing record, and Kvitova was reliant on Lucie Safarova
delivering a straight sets win, it was a time to reflect ahead of the Fed Cup final next week.
“I think with this kind of tournament it’s more positives for sure,” Kvitova said. “I mean, I had a great
match yesterday with Maria (Sharapova), and I just think that today was really big fight and just about
few points and I didn’t make it.
“I think was still great even for me. The season was good. I mean, of course I wish a little bit better, but
on the side I think could be much more worse. It’s still okay.”
The winner still had a look of disbelief about her, although she was reduced to speechlessness when
asked if any of her prize money would be buying presents for the press!
When all said and done though, Radwanska deserved to be in the final with her tough match against
Muguruza, and perhaps the results did not truly reflect the standard of her game for the large part.
She said: “I lost first two matches, but it’s not like I was playing bad. It was still good matches. I just
didn’t use the chances. I wasn’t really focus enough and something just slip away and then it was hard
to come back. But definitely not bad matches, especially the one against Maria. That’s why I didn’t -- I
just knew being fresh and have a good rest, that is very important for us.
“I don’t know how, but I was really feeling better afterwards, and I think I used to conditions, used to
surface. I think I was playing even better in those two days.”
It is worth noting that Amelie Mauresmo was the last WTA Finals champion without having won a Slam
previously, and the following year she went on to win two.
She said: “Well, for sure give me more confidence, especially that in a Grand Slam you also to have win
and beat couple of top players in a row.
“I think here it’s even harder because just eight of us and you don’t have any first rounds to used to the
courts. But definitely a good start. I’ll definitely try to do that next year. (Smiling.)”
Kvitova of course heads to the Fed Cup Final in Prague, and Radwanska will join the IPTL this year.
Ros Satar was in Singapore covering the WTA Finals as media for Tennis Panorama News. She is a
British sports journalist covering tennis, and can also be found at Britwatch Sports.

