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David Moyes: Everton missed 'exceptional'
Mikel Arteta when he was sold to Arsenal
"Arsenal was a good move for him probably at the right time in his career but I have to
say we missed him because he was an exceptional player"

By Ros Satar
Last Updated: 06/03/20 3:34pm

David Moyes believes West Ham can trouble Arsenal

David Moyes will face his former Everton captain Mikel Arteta for the first time as a manager
when West Ham travel to Arsenal on Saturday.
Moyes comes up against the Gunners, who are unbeaten in seven Premier League games, with
West Ham aiming to build on their win over Southampton.
•
•
•

The Insider: West Ham's heavy investment
West Ham out of the bottom three with Saints win
Arsenal v West Ham Preview

West Ham have lifted themselves away from the relegation zone, while Arsenal are still in midtable despite the unbeaten league run under Arteta. Moyes referred back to the Spaniard's time at
Everton, where he captained the side, before being sold to Arsenal.
"He always was a really good football player, but once he got used to the physical elements of
the Premier League he developed into a really good captain, he was always a really good
professional," said Moyes.
"His professionalism rubbed off on a lot of people at the time, and I was really fortunate to have
people like Mikel and others around me who were really good players."
Moyes singled out Arteta as a pivotal part of his old Everton team.

David Moyes talks to Everton captain Mikel Arteta

He said: "Mikel gave us something different. Probably the biggest disappointment was when I
had to sell him to Arsenal.
"At the time he wanted to go, Arsenal was a good move for him probably at the right time in his
career but I have to say we missed him because he was an exceptional player."

Arsenal are currently on a seven-match unbeaten run in the Premier League

In a weekend where West Ham's nearest rivals all have tough matches away, Moyes was
confident that their latest win puts them in a good position to challenge their London rivals.
He said: "Arsenal will cause us problems, the way they do to most teams.
"I think recently the way we've played gives us the belief that we think we can play well, we can
cause opposition problems.
"At the moment we're in a good period, we think we can score. We'll try and take all those
positives into the game and get something from it."
Moyes believes that West Ham are close to full fitness with Tomas Soucek back in contention
after injury, but although Andriy Yarmolenko has been back training, he will be unavailable this
weekend.
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Mitchell Starc cuts short Australia tour to
support wife Alyssa Healy in Women's T20
World Cup Final
"It's a once-in-a-lifetime chance for Mitch to watch Alyssa in a home World Cup final"
Last Updated: 08/03/20 6:16am

Mitchell Starc and Alyssa Healy attend the 2019 Australian Cricket awards

Mitchell Starc will miss Australia’s final ODI clash against South Africa in order to watch his
wife Alyssa Healy play in the Women’s T20 World Cup final on Sunday.
Wicketkeeper-batter Healy is aiming to help hosts and holders Australia secure a fifth global T20
title when they take on India at the MCG, live on Sky Sports Cricket from 6.30am.
•
•

Australia hold nerve to set up India final
Knight urges ICC to re-think reserve days

Left-arm paceman Starc will be in attendance to cheer them on after he was granted permission
by Cricket Australia to fly home early from the men's team's tour of South Africa.
"It's a once-in-a-lifetime chance for Mitch to watch Alyssa in a home World Cup final," said
Australia men's coach Justin Langer.
"So we were happy to allow him to return home to support his wife and be part of a fantastic
occasion. It is something we have been talking about for a while.

Alyssa Healy was named T20 International Player of the Year in September 2019

"Given Mitch has had a considerable workload in all three formats this summer, heading home a
couple of days ahead of the rest of the squad means he will have a chance to refresh ahead of our
home and away One Day Internationals and T20 Internationals against New Zealand.
"We have plenty of fast bowling options with us here in South Africa and Mitch's absence will
offer one of them an opportunity to impress in Saturday's match."
Josh Hazlewood, Jhye Richardson and Kane Richardson are all in contention to take Starc's place
in the third and final ODI against the Proteas in Potchefstroom on Saturday.
South Africa have already clinched the series after winning the first two ODIs in Paarl and
Bloemfontein. Live coverage of Saturday's game begins at 7.55am, live on Sky Sports Cricket.
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Sean Dyche: Burnley set sights on 40 points
and beyond as European places get closer
Last Updated: 05/03/20 3:24pm

Sean Dyche's Burnley could leapfrog Tottenham and surpass 40 points with a result against Spurs

Burnley will host Tottenham this weekend and will surpass the 40-point mark if they win.
Manager Sean Dyche believes that for many clubs this is the first marker for a successful season
and opens the door for possibilities in Europe for Burnley.
Burnley are on a six-match unbeaten run in the Premier League, and will certainly be ready to
move on from their 5-0 thumping at the hands of Spurs in December.
•
•

Clarets go Green as Europe Challenge beckons
Is Pope now England's No. 1?

Dyche said: "I think winning and performing brings the feel-good factor, and when you've got
that often you see a spike in energy as well so I think they are linked but I think it's being
resilient to whatever comes your way and we've shown we can do that.

"As a collective, we've been mentally tough enough to deal with the challenges, the good, the
bad, the indifferent of the Premier League - that's what it takes, because it is difficult.
Burnley sit two points and two places behind Tottenham, who are seventh in the table, and 40
points is the target for many clubs.
"I think a lot of teams in the division look for that as the first mark. The quicker you can get to
there then in theory you open your mind up to the possibilities, what comes next.
"It's not just us - clubs that are new to the division, ones that haven't got the amazing spending
power of some. You have to look and go 'alright, what's the first achievement level'.
"We want to continue in the Premier League so I think that's the first marker. Usually 40 points
suggests that's going to happen, obviously that's not guaranteed.
"Once you can hit that as quick as possible, the shoulders come back, you open your minds and
go 'right, where can this take us? What levels can we hit to get more and more points on the
board.'"

Sam Vokes scored Burnley's first European goal in 51 years against Aberdeen in the 2018-19 Europa
League

Burnley's most recent European campaign was the 2018-19 Europa League, although they failed
to progress beyond the qualifiers.

"We've done it a couple of seasons ago. The next [game is] the most important one. Our minds
stay focused on the Tottenham game because it is an important game and then we'll take it from
there," he said.
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Harry Kane: England captain confident of
making Euro 2020
By PA Media
Last Updated: 04/03/20 6:39pm

Harry Kane expects to be fit to lead the line for England at Euro 2020

England captain Harry Kane is confident of being fit for Euro 2020 and has targeted a Tottenham
return early next month.
The striker has been sidelined since New Year's Day with a torn hamstring tendon which
required surgery.
•

Southgate: Kane return 'on schedule'

But Kane is ahead of schedule in his recovery and Spurs head coach Jose Mourinho has said he
could be fit for the final "three, four or five" matches of the season.

In an interview with ES Magazine, Kane said: "In my head, I am definitely at the Euros. Unless
something pretty drastic happens between now and then, I'll be there.

Kane says he should be back in action for Tottenham next month

"I'm still not back training with the first team, but I'm working hard in the gym, I'm getting
stronger all the time.
"We're talking a few more weeks, and I'll be playing again. I don't want to make a prediction for
which game I might be back, but I am hoping somewhere between the start and the middle of
April."

England boss Gareth Southgate keeps his eye on Phil Foden
Phil Foden remains in Gareth Southgate's thoughts for Euro 2020, although the England manager
admits the Manchester City youngster's lack of playing time makes him a difficult one to judge.
The 19-year-old has only started two of City's 27 Premier League matches to date but put in an
excellent performance as the club claimed a 2-1 victory over Aston Villa in the Carabao Cup
final at Wembley on Sunday.

Phil Foden was man of the match for Manchester City in their Carabao Cup final win over Aston Villa

Following that match, Foden was asked about his prospects of forcing his way into Southgate's
plans for the European Championship and said: "I want to be there, obviously, but it's very
difficult with the players that we have there.
•
•

City edge Villa to win third straight Carabao Cup
Foden shines in City's cup final win

"Hopefully Gareth was watching and hopefully he saw things that he liked.
"So that is all I can do - just show what I can do every time I play and see where it takes me. We
haven't spoken much, but he has said in a few places that he is keeping a close eye on me."

England manager Gareth Southgate is keeping an open mind on

Southgate, whose England side were pitted against Belgium, Denmark and Iceland in Tuesday
night's Nations League draw in Amsterdam, confirmed Foden was a player he was monitoring.
"The door's open for everybody," he said.
"We've got 70 English players in the league and when they're of the quality of a player like Phil
then of course the door's open. But it's clear he hasn't played a lot of first-team football, so it's
hard to gauge his level at times.
"But it was a brilliant experience for him to be involved in a game like he was at the weekend.
The result matters as much as it did at the start and you saw glimpses of the quality that he's got."
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Wayne Rooney wanted to face Manchester
United in FA Cup with Derby County
"My time at Manchester United, I loved every minute of it. I am a Derby County player
now and I want to win with Derby"

By PA Media
Last Updated: 04/03/20 4:30pm

Wayne Rooney is out to beat former club Manchester United

Wayne Rooney is out to deny Manchester United a record-equalling FA Cup triumph when he
takes on his former club with Derby on Thursday.
Rooney, United's record scorer, faces his former club in the fifth round on Thursday for the first
time since returning from an 18-month spell at DC United.
•
•
•

Ole: Rooney out to prove he still has the fight
Giggs: Fantastic Fernandez has lifted Man Utd
Derby vs Man Utd preview

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer's side travel to Pride Park unbeaten in their last eight games in all
competitions and chasing a Champions League place.

1:00
Manchester United boss Ole Gunnar Solskjaer says Wayne Rooney will get a warm reception when he
lines up for Derby on Thursday and can still pose a threat to his former club

They are also hunting a 13th FA Cup to draw level with Arsenal's record haul but Rooney wants
to end their hopes.
"My time at Manchester United, I loved every minute of it. I am a Derby County player now and
I want to win with Derby," said Rooney.
"For that 90 minutes, or 120 minutes, obviously I want Manchester United to lose.
"Everyone will understand that I want Derby to win in this game and after that I will go back to
being a Manchester United fan and wanting them to win.
"The one team I wanted was Manchester United. We were on the coach, actually, going to the
hotel the night before a game when the draw was taking place and there was a cheer when United
came out. It is a great draw for us."
Rooney, 34, spent 13 years at United, scoring 253 times, before returning to Everton in 2017.
He won every domestic honour along with the Champions League and the Europa League during
his time at Old Trafford.

Phillip Cocu's Derby will be the underdogs in the FA Cup fifth round clash with Manchester United

Phillip Cocu's Derby are 13th in the Sky Bet Championship and while Rooney knows the Rams
are underdogs he believes they can cause a shock.
"For us as a team it is a great challenge for us to come up against Manchester United, to see if we
can beat them. It is a challenge but it is something we are all looking forward to," he told
United's website.
"This is a game that is a big opportunity for us to go into the quarter-finals of the FA Cup.
"Obviously for Manchester United, there is this and the Europa League where they have a
chance to win a trophy this season, so we know that they won't be taking it lightly."
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British Canoeing apologises after report finds
'culture of fear' at governing body
By PA Media
Last Updated: 04/03/20 2:17pm

British Canoeing has "unreservedly" apologised after an independent report found a "culture of
fear" existed at the governing body.
An inquiry into one of the country's best-funded sports was launched in 2017 after serious
allegations surfaced about a coach.
The sport received £22m for its performance programmes from UK Sport after a record medal
haul of two golds and two silvers at the Rio Olympics in 2016.
The key findings, which are yet to be turned into a final report, said the handling of complaints at
British Canoeing may have led to "an environment in which abusive behaviour could thrive" and
athletes were "too scared" to challenge decisions.

"British Canoeing accepts in full the findings of the panel and wholeheartedly and unreservedly
apologises to all those affected by the past failings of the organisation highlighted in the report,"
the organisation's chair John Coyne said in a statement.
"It is clear from the findings of the report that there were serious organisational deficiencies in
the past, which led to the inadequate and deficient investigation of complaints and the poor
treatment of those making them.
"We deeply regret that the lack of appropriate processes and the consequent poor handling of
complaints at the time created an environment where there was harmful and unacceptable
behaviour by some individuals, that was not suitably addressed and they were not held
accountable for their actions.
"The report identifies major governance, process and organisational failures in our all too recent
past. To all those harmed by these deficiencies I offer a full apology."
"British Canoeing is committed to ensuring that we learn from these issues by addressing the
recommendations made in the report.
UK Sport chief executive Sally Mundy said: "We recognise that British Canoeing has made
significant progress in improving their governance and athlete engagement since this review was
commissioned in 2017.
"We will now support them in their commitment to make the improvements which have been
identified within the action plan they have published in response to this report."
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British Cycling hits target of one million
more women on bikes by 2020
'Any sport needs those strong foundations with people regularly participating in their
sport, so it's a really big deal for us'

By Ros Satar
Last Updated: 04/03/20 10:30am
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British Cycling set itself an ambitious target as they celebrate the milestone

British Cycling chief executive Julie Harrington called the achievement of getting one million
more women on bikes a 'momentous' milestone in the sport's development.
A cornerstone of the organisation's ongoing ambition was to reduce the historic gender gap
within the sport.

British Cycling launched its women's strategy in 2013 to inspire one million more women to
ride, race and be part of British Cycling by 2020.
•
•

'Supermum' Storey fighting for equality and glory
Park: GB may no longer dominate on track

"Back in 2013 there were probably about 525,000 women who told us that they cycle at least
once a week. We set ourselves an ambitious target to get a million more women on their bikes by
2020," Harrington said.
"That's really important because any sport needs those strong foundations with people regularly
participating in their sport, so it's a really big deal for us today."
Along with the headline figure of getting one million more women on bikes, the strategy also
aimed to create opportunities to ride and race, develop a pathway that keeps women engaged, get
more women running the sport, get more women involved in governing the sport and increase
female membership.

British Cycling want to continue to grow the number of women with race licences

Harrington said: "Only about 20 per cent of the licences we issue are for women versus men.
That's grown significantly while we've had this programme of growth on, and we want to
continue to grow that so that the number of women who are racing their bikes and enjoying
competing in the sport, as well as enjoying riding recreationally and for fun is 50/50.
"Obviously gender parity is our ultimate aim. We know that from all the way through from the
grass roots to top end of the sport that there's a slight disparity with the number of women who

ride their bikes to men, and ultimately the work that we've done is to get that growth spurt and
now we're aiming for gender parity."

British Cycling's strategy to get more women into the sport
British Cycling introduced equal prize money across its men's and women's road series
British Cycling appointed its first female chief executive and now has a board made up of five male
directors and seven females, surpassing the 2013 target of 25 per cent female board representation
Four out of seven of the organisation's discipline specific commissions has a female chair, with 20 per
cent female representation across all commissions
British Cycling's flagship female participation programme, HSBC UK Breeze, has welcomed over 275,000
women onto its free, guided women-only rides
Female membership has grown from 9,500 to 29,000

The UCI Track Cycling World Championships was pivotal for British Cycling to help athletes
prepare for the Tokyo 2020 Olympics.

Also See:
•
•

'Supermum' Storey fighting for equality and glory
Barker wins cycling world championship gold

Harrington said: "It's an important race in the calendar for us because it's that last chance to
experiment before the Olympics. Everything that we wanted to try, we tried. We broke some
British records but also there were some world records smashed and it really does set a marker
for Tokyo.
"Having those few months before Tokyo, it gives the opportunity for the riders and the coaches
to come back, regroup and make any adjustments that they need to make to really peak in
Tokyo."
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Jessica Ennis-Hill: Mums returning to sport
need more support
"We are so motivated after having our children to come back and be even better than we
were before, so why not support these athletes as much as we can.”

By Ros Satar
Last Updated: 03/03/20 1:30pm
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Jessica Ennis-Hill calls for more support for returning mothers to sport

Dame Jessica Ennis-Hill has called for more support for returning mothers to the highest levels
of sport.
Speaking ahead of International Women's Day on March 8, she spoke about the lack of a
standard support process for returning athletes.
•

Building up steam after turbulent year

•

'I've learned to fail fast'

Ennis-Hill, who won Heptathlon gold at the London 2012 Olympics, returned from the birth of
her son in 2014 to win a third straight world title in 2015 before winning the silver medal at the
Rio Olympics in 2016.
She said: "I think it's something we still need to work on and support more women coming back
into sport after having their children.
"It's a fantastic time and these women that do it, it's an incredible thing to do. It's a tough
challenge but we are so motivated after having our children to come back and be even better than
we were before, so why not support these athletes as much as we can."

0:27
Jessica Ennis-Hill has seen women's sport continue to evolve

Since making her senior debut in 2005, she believes there have been plenty of positive changes
in women's sport.
"I think it's constantly changing and evolving and we're having more opportunities. That barrier
and that mid-ground is coming closer to an equal. I've definitely seen it change and I hope to see
it continue to change in future years," she said.

Jessica Ennis-Hill hopes Katarina Johnson-Thompson can back up her world title with Olympic gold

She is excited to have a different perspective ahead of this summer's Tokyo 2020 Olympics,
compared to the pressures of competing in London and Rio, and backs Doha 2019 world
champions Katarina Johnson-Thompson and Dina Asher-Smith to repeat that success on the
Olympic stage.
Ennis-Hill said: "I'm very excited to see Katarina compete again, and hopefully off the back of
last year back that amazing gold medal with another one.
"Dina as well, I'm very excited to see her compete, and see what she has to offer.
"I think every Olympics brings something different, and each country puts on a fantastic
performance in their own way and adds their own individuality to it.
"I think Tokyo are going to do a fantastic job. I'm very excited to be part of an Olympics from a
completely different perspective this time."
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Burnley go green as part of club initiative
"The club’s a huge part of this town and so for them to broadcast the message and get it
across, people are going to take note"

By Ros Satar
Last Updated: 02/03/20 3:39pm
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Burnley's Evergreen initiative sees a tree planted for every green kit sold

Burnley left-back Charlie Taylor and forward Jay Rodriguez met with fans as part of the club’s
Evergreen initiative.
Two-thousand trees are being planted for every green kit sold, seen in their Southampton clash in
February. Five hundred trees are being planted at Burnley's Community outdoor facility, with the
rest of the trees being given to fans.
•
•

Newcastle and Burnley play out stalemate
Burnley benefit as VAR denies Bournemouth twice

Taylor said: "It's good for the community and environment and obviously linked to the sales of
shirts. For every shirt sold they're planting a tree. We've just come down, me and Jay
[Rodriguez], to help hand them out to whoever's available and wants them.

"It's becoming a huge part of the world now and everyone's taking more and more notice of it,
the harms of what's happening so it's great. It's good for the club to be connecting with the
community.
"The club's a huge part of this town and so for them to broadcast the message and get it across,
people are going to take note and obviously it's a good turnout today."
From flirting with relegation just a month ago to vying for European places, Burnley will go into
their next match against a struggling Tottenham with the chance of leapfrogging Jose Mourinho's
side.
"For us it is a good time to play them. Obviously they've got a few injuries to key players and
they're lacking in the forward department. We're at home and we'll fancy our chances," Taylor
said.
"You do want to play against the best players but obviously with [Harry Kane] not playing is a
huge advantage to us.

0:21
Burnley's Charlie Taylor says it's great that the club are in the race for European qualification ahead of
their Premier League clash with Tottenham.

"It's gone from speaking of relegation to speaking about Europe. It's just great to be spoken about
in that category. There's some good top teams around us. Obviously Spurs are in the mix so if we
can come away with a win Saturday who knows. There's a long way to go yet."
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Manchester United's David de Gea not
arrogant, says Mark Bosnich after Roy
Keane claims
"Unless you know the person 100 per cent I don’t really think you can make that type of
call"

By Ros Satar
Last Updated: 02/03/20 12:42pm
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Mark Bosnich defends Manchester United's David de Gea after he was criticised for being arrogant
following his goalkeeping error against Everton

Mark Bosnich has defended Manchester United goalkeeper David de Gea, after his error against
Everton in the 1-1 draw at Goodison Park on Sunday.

De Gea came under criticism after his clearance rebounded off Dominic Calvert-Lewin, to give
Everton the lead after just three minutes.
Bosnich, who played in two separate spells for Manchester United (1989-1991 and 1999-2001)
told Sky Sports News: "It wasn't a good error but in terms of being arrogant, unless you know the
person 100 per cent I don't really think you can make that type of call.
"In terms of the goalkeeping position, there's a very fine line between arrogance and confidence.
Yes, it was a poor mistake but he came back from it very well to be fair."
Bosnich also praised United manager Ole Gunnar Solskjaer for defending De Gea, adding:
"That's what good managers do, they stick up for players publicly. Privately it may have been
different but publicly they stick up for all their players."

Dominic Calvert-Lewin took advantage of a failed clearance to put Everton ahead

De Gea could face competition from Dean Henderson at Old Trafford next season. Henderson,
who is currently on loan at Sheffield United, signed a new contract with United until June 2022.
Next up for United are Carabao Cup winners Manchester City. Pep Guardiola's side trail
Liverpool by 22 points in the Premier League but Bosnich still feels they are on course for a
great campaign.
He said: "I think it would be a fantastic season, if they end up getting three trophies. Any season
where you win the Champions League is fantastic, but if they added to that the FA Cup along
with their League Cup triumph yesterday, it would be an absolutely fantastic season.

"Has it been disappointing in the league? Of course it has but [Sir] Alex Ferguson used to say 'to
win one trophy is a good season. To win three is a fantastic season.'
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Pele: Brazil legend insists 'I'm fine' amid
health concerns
Former Brazil striker's son previously claimed his father was 'embarrassed' to leave home
due to mobility issues and depression

By PA Media
Last Updated: 14/02/20 2:37pm

Pele won the world Cup with Brazil three times in his career

Brazil legend Pele has denied reports he is depressed and reclusive because of mobility
problems.
Pele, who is widely regarded as one of the greatest players of all time, appeared for Brazil 92
times in a career that spanned between 1957-1972, scoring 77 goals, and will turn 80 in October.
The former Brazil striker's son Edinho told TV Globo on Monday that his father was
"embarrassed" to leave home due to his hip issues, which causes "a certain depression".

"Thank you for your prayers and concerns. I am fine," he responded in a statement on Friday.

Pele, seen here at a sponsors event last April, has suffered with hip trouble for years

"I'm turning 80 this year. I have my good and bad days. This is normal for people my age.
"I continue to accept my physical limitations in the best possible way, but I intend to keep the
ball rolling. God bless you all."
The three-time World Cup winner has been dogged by hip trouble and often uses a wheelchair
when making public appearances.
Pele had prostate surgery in 2015 and was admitted to hospital with a urinary infection last year.
This summer will mark the 50th anniversary of his third World Cup triumph in Mexico when
Brazil beat Italy in the final.
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Roger Federer: French Open only clay court
appearance in 2020
Federer believes he can still add to his Grand Slam tally

By Reuters
Last Updated: 14/02/20 4:19pm

Roger Federer still believes he can add to his Grand Slam tally

Roger Federer will play the French Open as his only clay-court tournament this season, says his
agent Tony Godsick.
The Swiss skipped the entire clay court season in 2017 and 2018 and last year played only two
tournaments on the surface before arriving in Paris for the French Open.
There was speculation that Federer would include the Madrid and Rome Masters in his truncated
schedule for 2020 but his agent said that was not the case.
•

'This is so much more than just tennis'

•

VOTE: Will Novak Djokovic overtake Rafael Nadal and Roger Federer in Grand Slam stakes

"As his schedule states, he plans on playing just Roland Garros," said Godsick.
The 38-year-old has been cutting down on the number of tournaments he plays over the last few
years in a bid to prolong his career.

Federer's Slam Titles
Australian Open 6 2004, 2006, 2007, 2010, 2017, 2018
French Open

1 2009

Wimbledon

8 2003-2007, 2009, 2012, 2017

US Open

5 2004-2008

Unlike his main rivals, Federer, who won the last of his 20 Grand Slam titles in 2018 at
Melbourne Park, opted out of the inaugural ATP Cup in Australia to spend more time with his
family before launching his 22nd season on Tour.
He added a number of exhibition tournaments to his schedule at the end of 2019, in South
America, Mexico and Hangzou, China.
He arrived at the Australian Open having not played a competitive match since the ATP Finals in
November but still made it to the semi-finals, where he fell to eventual champion Novak
Djokovic.

Federer lost to Rafael Nadal in four French Open finals

Federer, who has won the French Open only once, in 2009, will arrive well rested for this year's
campaign at Roland Garros, which begins on May 24.
He has reached a total of five French Open finals, losing to Rafael Nadal four times and
defeating Robin Soderling in 2009, who had handed the Spaniard his first defeat since his debut
in 2005.
The Miami Masters hard-court tournament is the last on his schedule before the French Open,
which takes place on May 24.
The Swiss will defend his title at the Dubai Duty Free tennis championships next week before
playing at next month's BNP Paribas Open in California.
While Federer has gone seven straight Grand Slams without adding to his collection, the Swiss
said in Melbourne he still thinks he can win more.
"Yes, I do believe that," said Federer.

Also See:
•
•

Best men's tennis matches of the decade
VOTE: Sports moment of the decade

"I think by having the year that I had last year, also with what I have in my game, how I'm
playing, I do feel that, yeah."
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Perri Shakes-Drayton announces retirement
"I am a proud Olympian and it's not goodbye, it is see you later because you'll be sure to
see me around."

By Ros Satar
Last Updated: 13/02/20 12:50pm

Perri Shakes-Drayton competed for Great Britain for a decade in the 400m hurdles and the 400m

Perri Shakes-Drayton has announced her retirement from an athletics career that produced seven
major international medals representing Great Britain & Northern Ireland.
Shakes-Drayton won three world medals, including the indoor 4x400m relay title in 2012, and
four European medals, including double indoor gold in 2013, during ten years competing in the
British vest on the senior stage.
•
•

Olympics will go ahead' despite Coronavirus
Reekie breaks indoor mile record

The 31-year-old said: "There comes a point in an athlete's life where you've got to decide to call
it a day. Athletics has given me so many opportunities, I have travelled the world, I've met some
great people and I've had my fair share of ups and downs.
"I am proud of what I achieved and when I look back at the archives and see the races - the
excitement I bring to a relay - it does put a smile on my face.

"I have had a tough battle with injuries but I managed to come back in 2017 and get a silver
medal in relay at the worlds and that was nice but now I am ready to move on. It has taken me a
long time to make this announcement because it is not something easy.
"I have been in athletics for the majority of my life. I've been doing it for almost 20 years and
professionally for 11 - it is a big part of me.
"I am good, my body is good and it is not because I am carrying an injury it is just that I got to a
point where I was like 'I am ready to move on'.

Shakes-Drayton's Medal haul
World Championships

2017 London

Silver 4x400m relay

2011 Daegu

Bronze 4x400m relay

World Indoor Championships

2012 Istanbul

Gold

European Championships

2010 Barcelona

Bronze 400m hurdles

4x400m relay

Silver 4x400m relay
European Indoor Championships 2013 Gothenburg Gold
Gold

400m
4x400m relay

"Big thanks to my coach Chris Zah. He saw the potential in me from the start at a young age and
he has been there through the ups and through the downs.
"If it wasn't for athletics I am sure a lot of things that have happened wouldn't have happened. I
am a proud Olympian nd it's not goodbye, it is see you later because you'll be sure to see me
around."
Shakes-Drayton made her senior world debut in 2009 and went on to win individual bronze and
relay silver at the European Championships in Barcelona in 2010.
She began the Olympic year in 2012 with the world indoor 4x400m relay title in Istanbul going
on to earn selection for the London 2012 Olympic Games in her home city of London and would
finish tenth overall in the 400m hurdles.
She qualified for her first World Championship final in 2013, placing seventh, and running the
second quickest 400m hurdles time ever by a Brit, 53.67, after an indoor season that saw her win
the 400m and 4x400m European indoor titles in Gothenburg before injury cruelly took her away
from the track until June 2016.
Determined to continue her international career, Shakes-Drayton battled back to once again pull
on the British vest back at her home track in London at the 2017 World Championships, where
she would help the 4x400m quartet to silver, and then earning selection for the World Relays in
Yokohama last year.
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Disney characters used by UEFA to inspire
girls to play football
"Every girl should have access to sport and be encouraged to do sport."

By PA Media
Last Updated: 13/02/20 9:00am

UEFA is using Disney characters, such as Elastigirl from Incredibles 2, to help girls take up football

UEFA is hoping to help more young girls get active and play football via new, single-sex
coaching sessions inspired by Disney films and characters.
The Playmakers scheme, which will initially launch in seven European countries including
Scotland this spring before rolling out across the continent, aims to provide a pathway into
playing sport for girls aged five to eight.
The first curriculum is a 10-week session inspired by Incredibles 2 characters Violet Parr and
Elastigirl. It promises to "create an environment where imaginations can run wild as an iconic
Disney story is told through movement and play".

•
•

WSL: Man City, Chelsea stay in title hunt
Everton Women set to open new home

The programme is part of UEFA's Time for Action strategy, which started last year and runs
until 2024 with the stated intention of doubling female participation in football.
The first Playmakers sessions are due to start in Belgium next month.
UEFA's head of women's football Nadine Kessler said: "Our ultimate goal is to, first of all, to get
them active and to learn different kinds of movement before the football comes in.
"But we would be very, very happy if the girls are that inspired and that in love with the game
that they wish to continue their route.
"They will be able to do that through other Playmakers centres around them or the next club that
is nearby. We will signpost them to all possible opportunities to ensure we provide them with a
continued pathway."

0:44
Everton's Izzy Christiansen thinks it's crucial that more top quality coaches are brought into the women's
game.

Global statistics identified by Leeds Beckett University show that 84 per cent of girls under the
age of 17 are not meeting the World Health Organisation minimum activity guidelines,
something which concerns Kessler.

"Every girl should have access to sport and be encouraged to do sport. We all understand how
important it is," she said.
"I was born into a football-crazy family and I was turned onto it before I could even think. But
not every family, and not every girl has that situation.
"Playmakers can attract girls who might not have had any contact with football at all, or might be
generally not very active.
"So it's not only to provide a different pathway to girls who don't want to play mixed football but
even to provide a pathway for girls who are not even interested in football yet."
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Carlo Ancelotti determined to help Everton
fight for titles and European places
Watch Arsenal vs Everton live on Sky Sports Premier League on Sunday February 23 from
4pm; kick-off 4:30pm

By PA Media
Last Updated: 12/02/20 3:05pm

Carlo Ancelotti has made an immediate impact at Goodison Park

Everton manager Carlo Ancelotti has plans to extend his stay at Goodison Park, as he sees an
ambitious future for the club, having recently signed a lengthy contract in December.
The Italian is tied to the Premier League club until the summer of 2024 but the 60-year-old has
ambitions for that spell to be longer as by then he expects the Toffees to be competing for
trophies and regularly playing in Europe.

The three-time Champions League winner has had an immediate impact at Everton, with the 17
points from his eight matches in charge bettered only by near-neighbours and runaway Premier
League leaders Liverpool (24) over the same period.
•
•

Revitalised Everton see off Palace
Coleman: Everton bidding for Europe

"I signed a four-and-a-half-year deal and I would like to finish my contract, to stay here, to do
my best," he told evertonfc.com.

1:04
Everton boss Carlo Ancelotti was less than impressed when he called on substitute Djibril Sidibe during
the 3-1 win over Crystal Palace, only to discover the player was wearing just one sock

"And after that, if there is a possibility to continue, I would like to stay more. The ambition and
idea is to stay longer.
"The club has big ambitions to be competitive in the Premier League and in Europe. We are
working for this.
"The base of the squad is very good. We have some young players that are growing. Year-byyear, I think we are going to improve."
Asked where he saw Everton being in three years, Ancelotti replied: "I think I see Everton
(towards) the top of the table, fighting for some titles, fighting to be competitive in Europe."

Having been in the bottom three at the beginning of December after sacking Marco Silva, the
club are now within five points of the Champions League places.
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Dani Ceballos: Arsenal midfielder wants to
prove himself to 'brilliant' Mikel Arteta
Watch Arsenal vs Newcastle live on Sky Sports Premier League on Super Sunday from
4pm; kick-off 4.30pm

By Ros Satar
Last Updated: 12/02/20 12:10pm

Dani Ceballos in action during an Arsenal training session in Dubai

Arsenal midfielder Dani Ceballos is determined to show new boss Mikel Arteta that he is good
enough to start for the Gunners.
Ceballos, who joined on a season-long loan from Real Madrid last summer, has only played once
under Arteta since injuring his hamstring in November.
The attacking midfielder featured in Arsenal's first 11 league matches and is now determined to
play a key part in the club's pursuit of European qualification.

"Mikel will be a brilliant coach. He has learned from Pep (Guardiola), he has a philosophy of
play which I think I fit perfectly," Ceballos told Marca.

Mikel Arteta's sole league win since taking charge came against Manchester United on New Year's Day

"It's true he arrived in a difficult situation of the club, but mentally he's exactly the kind of coach
Arsenal need right now.
•
•

Ozil, Lacazette 'happier' under Arteta
Merson Says: Emery right to blame players

"I've been working with him for around two weeks and now I have to show him I'm good enough
to play for Arsenal. After the winter break I will be important."
The Spain international felt angry that he was not able to have an impact under former coach
Unai Emery, who was sacked at the end of November after 18 months in charge of Arsenal.

Unai Emery was sacked in November

"I feel impotent and angry at not having been able to help the coach (Emery) to help return
everything he had done for me," Ceballos added.
There were reports in the Spanish media of a proposed move to Valencia during the January
transfer window but Ceballos denied he had been close to cutting his loan move with Arsenal
short.
"It seems like something silly but Arsenal fans had a song for me, there are only three or four
players in the team who have their own song and they have been here for years," the 23-year-old
said.
"I feel loved here, each time I play at the Emirates or go out to warm up, the fans are always
supporting me."

Bellerin: Things are changing under Arteta

Hector Bellerin is excited by the potential of Arsenal under Arteta

Arsenal vice-captain Hector Bellerin says things are changing under Arteta, but the players are
still getting used to the new boss.
"Every single coach that comes tries to implement their own ideas and from the few games that
we've played, you can see from the inside and outside of the pitch that things are changing," said
Bellerin, during their warm-weather camp in Dubai.

Arsenal's Mesut Ozil and Alexandre Lacazette say there is more unity in the squad since the arrival of
Mikel Arteta

"Some of us [are] still get in getting used to it. On the pitch, I think every game we're getting
better. The idea is every day more clear. And I think people are enjoying watching us more every
day.''
Arsenal are currently 10th in the league table and since taking charge from interim head coach
Freddie Ljungberg in December, Arteta has guided the team to two FA Cup wins but just one
Premier League victory in nine matches.
"In the end, Arsenal are a club that must always be on top," Bellerin added.
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Jordan Torunarigha: Schalke fined £42,123
for fans' racist abuse of Hertha defender
German FA said "there were monkey chants made" and warned Schalke of tougher
sanctions if another case occurs

By Reuters
Last Updated: 11/02/20 3:56pm

Jordan Torunarigha said he heard abuse by fans

Schalke have been fined £42,124 (€50,000) for racist chants made by their fans during last
week's German Cup win against Hertha Berlin.
Hertha defender Jordan Torunarigha said he was targeted by Schalke fans repeatedly during the
game.
The German FA (DFB) said the player was racially abused in the 85th minute by a group of
Hertha supporters. Torunarigha was then sent off in extra time for a second bookable offence.

"There were monkey chants made," the DFB said in a statement. It also warned Schalke of
tougher sanctions if another incident occurs.
It added Schalke could use up to £13,480 (€16,000) for anti-racism and anti-discrimination
projects with the amount deducted from their fine.
This is not the first time Schalke have been in the spotlight for racism. Schalke president
Clemens Toennies stepped down for three months last year over comments the DFB said were
racist. He later apologised.

https://www.skysports.com/football/news/11671/11931408/seamus-coleman-says-evertons-solefocus-is-european-qualification

Seamus Coleman says Everton's sole focus is
European qualification
By PA Media
Last Updated: 11/02/20 12:03pm
•
•

Seamus Coleman believes Everton can clinch a European place

Everton captain Seamus Coleman admits the players did not think European qualification was
even possible a few months ago but now it is their sole target.
The club looked more likely to be tackling a relegation battle after they sacked Marco Silva with
the club in the Premier League's bottom three at the beginning of December.
•
•

Revitalised Everton see off Palace
Sidibe's missing sock riles Ancelotti

Carlo Ancelotti joined Everton in December

However, new boss Carlo Ancelotti has reinvigorated Everton with 17 points from eight matches
- bettered only by near-neighbours and runaway Premier League leaders Liverpool (24) over the
same period - catapulting them to within five
points of the top four.
While thoughts of Champions League football may be fanciful, the Toffees, with no cup
involvement, are firmly in the race for the Europa League and that is something Coleman
believes the club needs.
"We're trying to catch those European places. A few months ago, we probably didn't think that
was possible," he told evertontv.
"But we're playing well now and just looking forward to every game.
"We've got to push for Europe. I think this club needs European football and we all want that.
"Where this football club wants to get in the next three, four, five years, it has to be wanting
European football every year and if we can get it this year."
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Former England hooker Rob Webber to
retire at end of season
Sale forward won 16 England caps, which included three appearances in 2015 World Cup

By PA Media
Last Updated: 11/02/20 9:45am

Rob Webber won 16 England caps, including three appearances in the 2015 World Cup

Former England hooker Rob Webber has announced that he will retire from professional rugby
at the end of this season.
The 33-year-old Sale forward won 16 England caps, which included three appearances in the
2015 World Cup.
He started his professional career at Leeds, then went on to play for Wasps and Bath before
joining his current club in 2016.
•

Six Nations: Team of the week

"The time has come for me to hang up my playing boots at the end of the 2019-20 Gallagher
Premiership season," Webber said in a statement released by Sale.
"It has been an incredible journey over the last 16 years.
"The memories I have made will stay with me always, but I now feel it is time to pursue other
opportunities within the game.
"My clubs - Leeds, Wasps, Bath and currently Sale Sharks - have all be been brilliant places to
go to work every day.
"The opportunity to play for my country, tour the world and to be involved in a World Cup are
career highlights and achievements I will cherish forever."

Rob Webber joined Sale Sharks in 2016

Sale rugby director Steve Diamond said: "It's a shame to see Rob leave the club earlier than
expected.
"I did everything I could to keep Rob at the club for the final year of his contract, but it was clear
he had made his mind up, and as a club we wanted to support his decision to pursue other
opportunities within the game.
"In my opinion, Rob has shown the best form of his career while at Sale, and we are unfortunate
to be losing such an experienced player at the end of the season.

"I have no doubt that the skill-set he has shown both on and off the pitch at Sale, along with the
experience he has in the modern game, will stand him in good stead as he looks to transfer into
an off-field role."

https://www.skysports.com/cricket/news/12168/11931357/gloucestershire-sign-west-indies-fastbowler-jerome-taylor-on-three-year-deal

Gloucestershire sign West Indies fast bowler
Jerome Taylor on three-year deal
By Ros Satar
Last Updated: 11/02/20 10:56am

Jerome Taylor has joined Gloucestershire from Somerset

West Indies fast bowler Jerome Taylor will join Gloucestershire on a three-year deal.
Taylor has previously played in England for Leicestershire, Sussex and most recently Somerset,
and for the first time in English cricket he will be available for selection in all competitions.
•
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Moeen expected to turn down Test recall
Silverwood: We will manage Archer workload

"I am very excited to be joining Gloucestershire and I am looking forward to meeting up with the
players and the staff and getting underway," Taylor said.

"I am grateful for the opportunity as I really enjoy playing county cricket and I am hopeful that
my experience can help the club on and off the field."
The 2016 T20 World Cup winner has featured for Somerset in the Vitality Blast in the last two
years, making his mark by taking 14 wickets in 2019, and 22 the previous season.
"Jerome is an exciting player who will add some pace and international experience to the
bowling attack. He can contribute in all formats so he will be a valuable addition to the squad,
said Gloucestershire head coach Richard Dawson.

Taylor started his West Indies career at 18

"We played some very good cricket last season to get us into Division One and Jerome can help
us to set a high standard in the field against some talented opposition."
He will be the second West Indies fast bowler to join Gloucester in the last two years, following
Shannon Gabriel, who played in two first-class matches at the end of the 2019 season.
Taylor first represented the West Indies when he was 18-years-old, called up to face Sri Lanka in
the final ODI series match.
He took two wickets on his debut, which set the standard for the remainder of his 15-year
international career.
The pacy bowler will be looking to add to a first-class tally of 16 five-fers, at an average of
25.76.

Gloucestershire's first match of the 150th anniversary year will be on April 12 in the County
Championship against Yorkshire at Emerald Headingly.
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Rory McIlroy back to world No 1 for first
time since 2015
By PA Media
Last Updated: 10/02/20 4:01pm

2:17
Jamie Spence says it is ‘no surprise’ that four-time major winner Rory McIlroy has returned to world No
1 for the first time since 2015

Northern Ireland's Rory McIlroy has returned to the top of the world rankings for the first time
since September 2015.
McIlroy and Brooks Koepka did not contest last week's AT&T Pebble Beach Pro Am, but
McIlroy has moved above the American due to the vagaries of the two-year rolling ranking
system.
However, both are in action at this week's Genesis Invitational, where Webb Simpson is set to be
the only member of the world's top 10 not competing in a star-studded field at Riviera.

McIlroy has posted top-four finishes in his last four worldwide starts

This will be McIlroy's 96th week in total as world No 1, one behind the record for a European
player held by Sir Nick Faldo, although his lead over fellow four-time major winner Koepka is
just 0.03 points.
McIlroy finished in a tie for third in his only previous start in 2020 at the Farmers Insurance
Open, before which he discussed the prospect of becoming world No 1 again.
"I didn't know I was going to get a chance this early, but this has been a goal of mine for a
while," the 30-year-old said.

3:17
Rory McIlroy is confident of breaking his major drought in 2020, believing he is more mentally prepared
than ever.

"Winning four times last year, I closed the gap a little. There was a point in the middle of last
year where I was four ranking points behind Brooks, which is a big gap.
"So it wasn't on the radar when I was flying back from Ireland after the Open, but then, once I'd
won the Tour Championship and then won again in China, I kind of saw that gap closing. Then it
sort of became, 'Huh, I'm actually close'.
"We all have egos out here and it would be great to get back there."
Spain's Jon Rahm is also within touching distance of top spot after two wins, two runners-up
finishes and two other top-10s in his last six events.
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Mesut Ozil and Alexandre Lacazette back
Mikel Arteta's tactics to take Arsenal
forward
Watch Arsenal vs Newcastle on February 16 on Sky Sports Premier League (kick-off: 4pm)

By Ros Satar
Last Updated: 10/02/20 11:44pm

0:26
Arsenal's Mesut Ozil and Alexandre Lacazette say there is more unity in the squad since the arrival of
head coach Mikel Arteta.

Mesut Ozil and Alexandre Lacazette have both backed Mikel Arteta's tactical changes at Arsenal
despite having only won three games since he took over.
Arteta took over from interim head coach Freddie Ljungberg in December and Arsenal are tenth
in the Premier League after his first seven games in charge.

•
•
•
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While the results have not improved significantly, Ozil and Lacazette feel the team has united
under Arteta's tactical philosophy.

Mesut Ozil appeared in good spirits during warm-weather training in Dubai

Ozil, talking at Arsenal's Dubai warm-weather training camp, said: "As a team, we are much
happier and everyone wants to give everything for this club.
"Especially tactically we improve a lot and I hope in the future we will be more successful."
Lacazette, who has not scored since Arteta took charge, echoed Ozil's view on the coach and
team morale.
•

Merson says: Unai Emery right to blame players

"We are more together now. The way we think as well on the pitch and outside the pitch.
Tactically we are better and we're going to see a big improvement in the next few weeks."
Hector Bellerin agreed about the changes being made by the former Arsenal captain since taking
charge and the end of last year.

0:29
Arsenal head coach Mikel Arteta praises the Premier League's winter break, giving him valuable time
with his team to train and get away.

"It's very early doors in time. [Mikel] has a new philosophy and the way he has implemented it in
the last few games that we've played, there's been a big change," he told the club's website.
"I think sometimes we need to be a bit more efficient in front of goal [but] that's also something
that comes with confidence, when you see that you're playing better and controlling games
better, the goals are something that's going to come. I'm sure you're going to see that very
quickly.
"For us, the promise is that we're trying to get better every single day. When a different coach
comes, there are different things that you're being asked to do.
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Daniel James excited by potential bond with
Bruno Fernandes at Manchester United
James: "He was great, with the balls he played in behind and, for me, if we can get that
bond, [...] I think that will be great"

By Ros Satar
Last Updated: 10/02/20 1:55pm
•
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Daniel James has been impressed by Bruno Fernandes despite only training with him twice

Manchester United midfielder Daniel James says he is excited by the effect new signing Bruno
Fernandes can have on him and the team as a whole.
Currently on their winter break in a training camp in Southern Spain, James said how impressed
he was with how quickly Fernandes had fitted in since his Deadline Day move from Sporting
Lisbon for an initial fee of £46.6m.

•
•
•

The Insider: Selling Pogba makes sense for Man Utd
King: I believed Man Utd move was on
Ighalo misses Utd camp amid coronavirus control fears

The 22-year-old feels Fernandes' passing ability can help United's midfield and strikers after the
Portugal international made an instant impact on his debut against Wolves.

2:59
FREE TO WATCH: Highlights from Manchester United's draw with Wolves in the Premier League

"He is settling in great. I know quite a few of the boys speak his language and he speaks great
English as well," he told Manchester United's website.
•
•
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"So, I think as soon as he came in he put his stamp on the game and he showed what he is about
in that last game, on his debut.
"He was great, with the balls he played in behind and, for me, if we can get that bond, especially
playing it in behind, I think that will be great."

0:52
Former Manchester United winger Lee Sharpe believes new signing Bruno Fernandes can forge a
successful midfield partnership with Paul Pogba

Their first warm-weather session was just the second time James had trained alongside the
Portugal international since his first work-out was completed on 31 January, ahead of Fernandes'
debut at the club the next day.
•
•
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United are eighth in the Premier League table, and still in the FA Cup and Europa League, both
of which are providing James with motivation.
He continued: "That is why I am at this club, to win trophies. We have got a great chance in both
of them. Obviously we have got the Premier League game on Monday [against Chelsea] and then
we have got that Europa League game [against Club Brugge] on Thursday, so we will go into
both of those with our heads held high."
Manchester United travel to Chelsea next week on Monday Night Football.
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Man City's momentum will be hurt by winter
break and postponed fixture says Shaun
Wright-Phillips
Man City's game against West Ham is yet to be rescheduled after Storm Ciara chaos

By Ros Satar
Last Updated: 10/02/20 11:48am

Pep Guardiola's Manchester City have a congested run of games coming up

Shaun Wright-Phillips feels the winter break and Manchester City's postponed match against
West Ham could be detrimental for Pep Guardiola's squad.
City face a congested run of games, with no date yet scheduled for the home fixture against West
Ham, which was postponed on Sunday due to Storm Ciara.
•
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Sunday Supp: Will Guardiola rebuild Man City?
Man City vs West Ham off as Storm Ciara hits sport

The former City midfielder believes the fixture should be rescheduled as soon as possible to
avoid a potential loss of momentum.

2:59
FREE TO WATCH: Highlights from Tottenham's win over Manchester City in the Premier League

"For me, it was always tough if [a match was postponed]. You build up so much emotion, ready
to go out and get the victory and that happens., it's a bit deflating, to be honest with you. I think
for me as a player I would rather it [be rescheduled] this weekend," Wright-Phillips told Sky
Sports News.
"I think it's more of 'where do you put it in?' For Man City, and the teams up the top or even the
teams at the bottom, if you're getting into your stride at that time, the winter break can almost
break it and when you come back you could be doing the opposite things.

Raheem Sterling suffered an injury during City's defeat at Tottenham

"It's a tough one especially when you come back off holiday to keep that momentum going."
Wright-Phillips, who played for City between 1999-2005 and 2008-2011, did not have a winter
break in his time at the club, but can see both positives and negatives for its introduction.
•
•
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"I would have rather just played continuously, to be honest with you, but like you said the game's
a lot different now," Wright-Phillips said. "Maybe a plus for Sterling with the hamstring issue, it
might have come at the perfect time for him to recover and be back fit and ready for it
afterwards."
City have won three of their last five games, but their former winger feels their form looks worse
when compared to Liverpool's success.

Wright-Phillips played for City between 1999-2005 and 2008-2011

He said: "I wouldn't be worried so much about their form. I think they're doing well. I just think
that the problem they have is Liverpool are doing so well that they're not even dropping any
points - they're just winning.
"If you go back to seasons, like when you had 'the Invincibles' - they would drop points to a
draw, whereas Liverpool are taking those draws and turning those into wins, which is making it
even tougher to catch them."
•
•
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Guardiola has not played the same starting XI consecutively this season, but Wright-Phillips is
surprised constant rotation has been raised as an issue.
"I think for every player it's tough, but with the team and the standard of player that he has, he
has to rotate to keep people happy," he added.
"It is a tough one. Normally it's never been a problem, so it's interesting to hear that it is now."
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Six Nations: George Ford says England won't
have a World Cup hangover
World Cup runners-up England bid to reclaim the Six Nations title for the first time since
2017

By PA Sport
Last Updated: 15/01/20 3:07pm

George Ford, playing for the Leicester Tigers

George Ford insists England will not suffer from a World Cup hangover when the Six Nations
kicks off next month.
England will open their Six Nations campaign against France in Paris on February 2 as they bid
to reclaim the title they last won in 2017.
The tournament will mark the first for Eddie Jones' side since their impressive World Cup
campaign ended with a limp defeat to South Africa in the final.

•

Jones: I should have changed England side

But fly-half Ford, who has won 65 Test caps, has demanded that the disappointment of Japan
must act as a springboard to future success.
"It is not a hangover, let's instead be excited about getting better," the 26-year-old said.
"I can see that is what people will say, but it is our responsibility to make sure that is not the
case. I am sure Eddie will make sure that is not the case, too.
"Let's use the experiences we have gained from Japan, and use the things we did well, and use
the things we could have done better at.
"Of course there are times when you sit back and reflect, but instead of thinking it is a clean
slate, and let's start again, we are going to build on what happened at the World Cup, and we are
actually going to get better. That has to be the mindset."

Eddie Jones and George Ford

Eddie Jones, who names his squad for the tournament on Monday, has revamped his backroom
staff, announcing this week the appointments of England Sevens boss Simon Amor and former
South African coach Matt Proudfoot.
Jones' own future as head coach remains uncertain with the 59-year-old Australian out of
contract next year.
But Ford strongly hinted that he hopes Jones extends his stint in charge.

George Ford, playing for the Leicester Tigers

"I have absolutely loved working under Eddie for the last four years," said Ford, who recently
agreed a contract extension with Leicester Tigers.
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Roberto Firmino: Liverpool need to maintain
strong champions' mentality
"We have a chance this season, it's in our hands. We need to keep it up, working hard"

By Ros Satar
Last Updated: 15/01/20 12:46pm

Roberto Firmino has scored seven goals for Liverpool this season

Roberto Firmino has urged his Liverpool team-mates to keep playing with a "strong champions'
mentality".
Liverpool have won all but one of their 21 Premier League fixtures this season, with their victory
over Tottenham putting them 14 points clear in the table.
They face Manchester United on Sunday, live on Sky Sports Premier League, and Firmino feels
they must not be complacent as they try to win the first league title in 30 years.

The Brazil forward said: "Last year we hit the post in the Premier League, we were upset of
course that we didn't win.
"We have a chance this season, it's in our hands. We need to keep it up, working hard, following
this path with our heads in the right place and a winning mentality.
"We'll take things game by game and keep this strong champions' mentality up until the end and
see where it takes us.

1:26
Liverpool's victory over Tottenham on Saturday means they have now won 61 points in the Premier
League in 2019-20, the most any side has ever registered after 21 games in a single season across
Europe's big five leagues

"Of course we're more confident this season. We've been winning all our games, this increases
our confidence game by game. We have to continue with this momentum."
Liverpool's points tally is 61 from 21 matches, which represents the best start to a campaign of
any team in the history of Europe's top five leagues.
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Kilmarnock bring in Harry Bunn as first
January signing
By Ros Satar
Last Updated: 15/01/20 11:35am

Harry Bunn has joined Kilmarnock for the remainder of the season

Kilmarnock have signed forward Harry Bunn on a deal until the end of the season, subject to
international clearance.
The 27-year-old is Alex Dyer's first addition to his squad since he was apppointed Kilmarnock
manager in December.
•
•

New Killie boss Dyer eyes January additions
Celtic sign Polish striker Klimala

Bunn began his career with Manchester City and played with Huddersfield Town for three
seasons, where he worked alongside Dyer, before transferring to Bury (2017-2019). He has also
spent time on loan at Rochdale, Preston, Oldham, Crewe, Sheffield United and Southend.

Bunn said: "I'm delighted to join Kilmarnock and I'm really excited for my taste of Scottish
football and all the challenges ahead.
"I've worked with the gaffer before and training with the guys has been really enjoyable over the
past week. This is a great opportunity for me, and I can't wait to get out on the pitch and show
the fans what I can do."
Dyer added: "Harry is a very good player, who can create and score goals and I know he will
give everything he has for the team. He's a wonderful human being and will fit into our style of
play here at Kilmarnock."
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Eni Aluko: Former England striker
announces retirement from football
By Ros Satar
Last Updated: 15/01/20 4:27pm
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Eni Aluko tells Sky Sports why she is retiring from football and confirms she did sit an exam on the same
day as an England international!

Former England striker Eni Aluko has announced her retirement.
The 32-year-old, who won 102 caps for the Lionesses, left Juventus in December after nearly 18
months with the Serie A champions.
Writing in The Players' Tribune, Aluko wrote a letter thanking football for the "crazy,
unbelievable journey" it has taken her on during her career, which began in 2001.

"When we met... I was just a girl from a council estate in Birmingham. I could never have
imagined the crazy, unbelievable journey you would take me on," she wrote.
"You have given me the dream of playing in the US, the pride of representing England, the thrill
of winning titles with Chelsea, the adventure of playing for Juventus in Italy.
"Whenever I have faced obstacles, you have shattered them. Whenever I have had great
expectations, you have exceeded them."

Aluko in action for Team GB Women in 2012

The forward competed in three World Cups, two Euros and represented Great Britain at the
London 2012 Olympics, scoring 33 goals in total before her last international appearance in
April 2016.
She came through the ranks at Birmingham City and Charlton Athletic before making her name
at Chelsea.
Aluko played in the US for three years before returning to Birmingham, and then Chelsea for
seven years, ending her career playing for Juventus.

Aluko celebrates winning the Italian Supercup with Juventus

In 2016 she made misconduct allegations against former England Women boss Mark Sampson
that resulted in scrutiny of his behaviour and the Football Association's handling of the
complaints.
That episode concluded in October 2017 when a third investigation found Sampson made
racially discriminatory remarks to Aluko and fellow player Drew Spence in what were described
as "ill-judged attempts at humour".
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Burnley boss Sean Dyche enjoying Peter
Crouch's audio books
By Ros Satar
Last Updated: 19/12/19 5:00pm

Sean Dyche has no plans to bring Peter Crouch back to Turf Moor

Sean Dyche has joked that Peter Crouch should stick to his new media career instead of thinking
about an unlikely January return to Burnley.
Crouch, 38, only finished his career with Dyche's side in the summer, and the Clarets boss was
asked in jest if he could make another comeback next month.
Dyche replied that he has been enjoying the audio books of Crouch's new autobiography and has
not thought twice about his impact on a short-term deal from Stoke last season.
"He tells me [the lift in our form towards the end of last season] it's all down to him - [he] only
played about seven minutes!" Dyche joked.

In truth, Crouch played a total of 83 minutes, and has since carved out a promising career in the
media.
Dyche said: "I've got to be honest, I'm listening to his second book on the audio book and I think
it's fantastic.

Crouch left Stoke to join Burnley last season

"I think it's a nice balance, bit of banter, bit of stories of the past, but also a good reflection of his
playing career and the balance that he found, different tactical situations, really enjoyed his view
on set-pieces and the importance of [them].
"I would suggest, I don't think he needs to come back here, he'll be alright."
In terms of Burnley's plans in January, Dyche has effectively shut the door on a number of
players leaving Turf Moor due to the squad's ongoing injury problems, with the likes of Charlie
Taylor, Kevin Long, Ben Gibson and Johann Berg Gudmundsson all doubts for their next game
at Bournemouth.
"We're not, at this stage, thinking of anyone going out because we carry a small squad," he said.
"Six key injuries is a lot for us to carry and that did stretch us to the bare minimum.
"That is coming back now, we are getting people fit, but it is tricky to find people what they
want, but equally what we need - that's a tricky balance."

